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RAmsayr's NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyre, M.D. :— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle 


gas. 
134 owt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY'S FERE-CLAY ARTICLES. 
GAS-RETORTS. introduced 1828. 
FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 
The Fite Clay is worked from ‘Blaydon Main Col- 
, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared 


ting every a’ ; 
The FIRE. BRICKS (marked “* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts of the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kin s 
Manufactories: DgRWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
HEBBURN Quay. Offices: Broap Cuare, New- 
CA8TLE-UPON-TYNB. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for 
‘Government, 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 








anp XXXI. 





CLass X.—“ For ingenuity, completeness, and effi- 
ciency of apperatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmonship.” 
Crass XXXI.—* superiority of construction and 
mermmonelis. 
Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved that, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly | d. Wax 
candles and oi] lamps in consequence are being rapidly 
superseded, and gasis now ee | in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 
Information as to the apparatus. fluids, &c., may be 
had of Gro. GLover and Co., or CaRLESS, BLAGDEN, 
and Co., Hackney Wick, N.E. 











COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
OSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
RetTortTs and OTHER OBsEcTS in Fire-CLay,” and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Retorts, Firze-Bricxs, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatirty.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 

tensive Manufact s of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Coal Office, 
Quay S1pB, NBWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 








jou RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES 8TREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the pat Patents; Inventors and 
= Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 
Established 1830. 


All materia!s found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners, 











BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-IYNE. 


Wil" COCHRAN CARR 
most respectfully to thank the Métropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and vay his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with a 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY ReTor . 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & GO., 

63, OLp BroaD Street, City, Lonpon. 





“ 
HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are extensively used if the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 
The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


YRSHIRE CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 
The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard can: ; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 
For prices and other information, apply to Mr. Joun 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 





Established Prize Medal 
A.D. 1782. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 


9, 10, 11, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 


BIRMINGHAM; 
AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., 


IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 


IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATER; 


Steam and other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass; 
Stocas, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners; 
Brass, Copper, and Composition Tubes; and every 
article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 


ALL WARRANTED. 





are the following :— 


3. Escapes of gas through the pl 
imperfectly secured, when the 
replenished with water. 


notorious the Wet Meter presents. 


hitherto manufactured. 








GEORGE GLOVER & CO0’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERBS. 





1, Inaccurate measurement, and varying registration. 
2, Jumping of the lights, and their sudden extinction. 


s being left out, or 
et Meter has been 


4, The gas passing without being registered at all. 
5. The temptations and facilities to fraud which it is 


The advantages of these Meters are best appreciated by a consideration of the evils they avert. 





CLASSES 


& XXXI. 


_ . These faults, characteristic of the Wet Meter, and fruitful in annoyance, interruption to business, pecuniary loss, and danger, are en- 
as | averted by the use of George Glover and Co.’g Patent Dry Gas-Meter. 

t is, besides, more durable than the Wet Meter}, and they maintain it in good working order for five years, free of cost to’ the purchaser; 
and for any number of years, at half the expense at which the Wet Meter can be maintained. 
As regards accurate measurement, correct registration, the absence of temptation to fraud, safety, convenience, and economy, the 
superiority of their Dry Meter is admitted; and it has come more rapidly into use, both in this country and abroad, than any Meter 


‘The prices-may be compared favourably with those of any meters in the market; and they are lower than most. 
List of Prices, and all Particulars, may be obtained on Application. 





RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 8.W.; 


127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS; AND 15, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER, 


6. The damage to house pro 
ticable attempt to keep the lights from jumping, 
by giving all the pipes a gradual ascent from the 
ag so as to admit of the water trickling back 
into it, necessarily occasions. 

7. The waste of gas from the higher pressure required 
to work Wet Meters, the possibility of the water 
freezing, and their axles and moving parts be- 
coming corroded. 


The more prominent of these evils 


rty which the imprac- 


















































































JUST PUBLISHED, 
Indemy 8vo, cloth, py yan engravings, 


TRE ANALYSIS, TECHNICAL 
bay ee aire os. and USE OF 
COAL GAS, by the . R. Bowpitcs, M.A., 
F.C.8., Incumbent of St. Vanacwe, Wakefield. 


Lonrpon: E. & F. N. Spon, 16, BUCKLERSBURY. 





RATING OF GAS & WATER PIPES. 





Now ready, price 2s,, per post 2s. Id., 


REFORt of the Appeal of the 
PHCENIX GAS COMPAN vo. LEE (West 
Kent Quarter Sessions, January, 1865), with the 
Special Case thereon, and Judgment of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench. 

London: Wiiuram B. K1nG, 11, Bolt Court, FLeet 
Street, E.C. 





Just published, price 5s, 
REroRt of the proceedings before the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
THE CITY (CORPORATION) GAS BILL, ETC.; ETC. 
Session 1866. 


Londgg: JourNAL or Gas LIGHTING Office, 11, 
Bolt Oe@¥t, Fieger Street, E.C. 


GAs LEGISLATION, 1866. 


Now ready, 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of iament. 


ALDRINGTON, HOVE, AND BRIGHTON GAS, anc BRIGHTON 
AND HOVE GENERAL GAS BILLS—price 2s., by post 2s. 1d, 
SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS BILL—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d, 
WANDSWORTH AND PUTNEY GAS BILL—price 1s., by 


post ls, ld. 

IMPERIAL AND EQUITABLE GAS BILL—price 1s., by 
post ls. ld. 

CHATHAM, ROCHESTER, &c., GAS BikL—price 1s., by 
post ls. ld, 


NEATH, BRYNMAWR, & WORKSOP GAS BILL—price 2s., 
by post 2s. ld. 











London: W1LLIAM B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLegT 
Street, E.C. 





NOW READY, 


OL. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 

LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1865, price 21s., bound 
in = and lettered. A few copies. of Vols. II., III., 
IV., VI. oy hee WAIT, IX., X., XL, XIL, and XIII. 
are "still on sal ee 


W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLegtT Strezt, E.C, 





EIGHTH THOUSAND. 
AGRICULTURAL VALUE 


oF 
REFUSE GAS LIME. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Professor of a. to the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England. 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. 

London: Wi1LL1AM B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, FLEgt 
Srnezet, E.C. 


EDMUND SMITH, 
GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 


would respectfully call the attention of engineers 
and managers of gas-works to his Newly Improved 
GAS-METER, patented 1862 in England, and the 
principal parts of the Continent. 

Price-lists and tenders for gas-meters, experimental 
station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
fiers, gasholders, pressure-gauges, gas and water fit- 
gs, &c., are forwarded on application. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 


SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, with Patent 
White Metal Plugs, warranted not to ‘set fast or core 
rode, and 50 per cent, cheaper than Brass Cocks. 


TRADE oO MARK, 














Manufacturers of 

WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, 
SLUICE-VALVES AND STOP-COCKS, 

STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, 





CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &e. 
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NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. 





REDUCED PRICES OF 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s, 6d. to 12s, per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
“— - application. 
hese Valves are all proved on both sides to 30'lbs. on the square inch 
hefove leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 














F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory— Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


Made from ‘‘REGISTERED’’ Designs), with GLass Brancuns, &c.; suitable 
x DRAWING-ROOMS and Bait-rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLex to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas~ of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to. which additions are being constantly made. 
HEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms re 4 BY EsTIMaTE 
ON THE LowEst TERMS. 





HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 
(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 


The only Exhauster not requiring a relieving-valve 
in the by-pass. For particulars and prices apply to 
the Parenrzx, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, NW. 











To Gas Companies, Gas 
Engineers, Gas Fitters, &c. 


THE W. EWEST DESIGNS 


LAMP-POSTS, DWARF GAS PILLARS, 
BRACKETS, 
LAMPS, LANTERNS, FOUNTAINS, &., 


Will, upon receipt of particulars, be forwarded free, on 
application to 


TURNER & ALLEN, 
IRONFOUNDERS, ENGINEERS, &-s 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET. 
atone \, Contractors for the supply of Temp C Columns, Lamps, &c., to Rail- 


way and Gas Companies, Local — Shippers, &o. 
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P: CATHELS’S 


PATENT 


FOUR-WAY DISC GAS-VALVE 


Is now in general use. It is equally applicable as a Purifier, Bye-pass, and Gasholder Valve (in which case only One 
Pret into THE Hotper 1s NECESSARY). Its use effects a saving of from Onz-Haur to Turez-Fourrus the number of 
ordinary valves and connexions depending on its application; and as there are no ground faces or rubbing surfaces, and 
foul gas does not affect it, it cannot set fast however long it may remain unmoved. The direction of the flow of the gas is 


also seen at a glance. 
Descriptive Circular, Testimonials, and Prices furnished on application to the Manufacturers, 
MESSRS. GUEST AND CHRIMES, ROTHERHAM. 


WARNE R’S WARNER’S SILICATE OF IRON PAINT. 
The peculiarities and advantages of this Paint are that it will stand 
PATENT ANHYDROUS OXIDE or IRON extreme heat and damp, and is not affected by the strongest Acid, Sea 
Purifies Gas from Sulphuretted Hydrogen, Carbonic Acid, Bisulphide of | Water, Sulphuretted Hydrogen, or Ammonia. It is equally well adapted 























Carbon, and Ammonia. The Hydrogen liberated through the decompo- for Iron, Wood, or Cement. Every shade of Colour ground to order. 
sition of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, giving increased | The LIGHT STONE COLOUR will retain its SOFT DELICATE 
brilliancy and yield of Gas with less smoke and no Naphthaline. SHADE regardless of the fumes of Gases. IT HAS NO SMELL, and 
there is an entire absence of deleterious effect. 

THE SILICATE OF IRON POWDER, when boiled up with Tar and 


PRECIPITATED OXIDE OF TRON, Lime, is a very cheap preservative for Iron, Wood, and Felt Roofing, 


Prepared by the process as patented by Mr. Hills, supplied and is recommended for Gasholders which have been coated with Tar.— 
where preferred, Price £8 8s. per ton. 


A. WARNER, 17, Laurence Pountney Lane, London, E.C. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Suocessors to CROLL, RAIT, and 60., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & .TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 














For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 


OR TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


IMPROVED WET GAS-METER, TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER ; 


ALSO THE 


PATENT CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


Which is very durable, and, from its simplicity in construction, can be repaired by any meter repairer or fitter. The 
greatest care is taken in selecting and preparing the leather for the diaphragms ; also in mixing the metals for the valves. 


G2” See “ Practical Mechanic's Journal,” Dec. 1, 1865 ; also, p. 711 “ Journat or Gas Licurine,” Sept. 18, 1866. 








TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are: protected by registration under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 


was 























Price list and terms on application. 
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| ANOTHER 
MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, 


To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 





Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XXXI. of 
the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, “ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. 


It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glaver’s 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is “‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 
therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of 
a 4 at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, “ For excellence of manufacture, as regards 

ry-Meters.” 


The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light 
Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
| PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“stablisheds 1816. 
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PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
iact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a suilicient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JounnaL or Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procaring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, | 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is 

intended for insertion, must be authenticated by the name and address 

° a writer; not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good 
aith. 

J. Dunn, Walsall.—Sun-burners, if properly combined with ventilation 
are the best for lighting large rooms. , ay Strode and Co., of 16, St. 

Martin’ s-le-Grand, have introduced several ingenious improvements in 

them, by which their efficiency is increased. 

G P. H.—The announcement that Mr. James Eldridge, jun., of Richmond, 
had been appointed assistant engineer and inspector to the” onfora Gas 

Company reached us too late for insertion in our last issue. 
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Potes upon Passing Events. 


Lorp Repgspauz, with Mr. France in his clutches before | 
the House of Lords, would have formed a very interesting | 
subject of club gossip during any session less ry wonter| 





than the present. Lord Redesdale is a parliamentary wonder 
of a sort only to be found in England—the son of a 
former great law-lord, with nothing to do, since years 
and years ago, he gave up the mastership of the Hey-| 
thrope hounds. His love of work is so great, that he has! 
almost created a laborious office for himself in the House of| 
Lords, where he reigns paramount in the Private Bill Depart-| 
ment as chairman of committees. He draws orders that the 
House accepts almost without discussion, and he enforces them 
in his own way. But although Lord Redesdale is perfectly 
honest und very industrious, these two qualities do not prevent) 
even a peer from being narrow-minded and prejudiced ; and | 
his position enables him, probably quite unconsciously, to work 
out his prejudices in—to say the least, and speaking cautiously | 
of a very powerful personage—a very hard manner. Lord| 
Redesdale has a particular aversion to railway contractors—a| 
very sound, wholesome, natural Tory prejudice, against which | 
no one can object, except the contractors themselves, and the) 
public, who get a great deal of useful service out of contractors| 
work. Lord Redesdale has been showing his ignorance of the 
history of modern railways by writing to the Zimes, & propos 
of the London, Chatham, and Dover difficulties, to protest 
against contractors railways, and to propose a way of pro-| 
jecting new lines, by which certainly no new line would ever | 
be made in our time. As we have before observed, the} 
travelling public have grounds for only one kind of complaint 
against such lines as the London, Chatham, and Dover—that 
is, when they are not completed. What has been done by the 
London, Chatham, and Dover at its two extremities is of more | 
use to the commerce and trade of the country than all that 
Lord Redesdale has done in his life. The question between 
the investing public and the authors or editors of contractors 
lines is quite a different thing. ‘There we need an open settled 
registry of liabilities, so that every one who lends money may 
know how much has been already charged upon the security 
offered him. A sound system of registration established, the 
lender, like the purchaser, may take for his guide the old| 
horse-dealing maxim—caveat emptor. But Lord Redesdale, 
who was brought up in a school which hated everything! 
new, and thought that the oldest and ruttiest ways were 
better than the best bit of Telford’s Holyhead road, wishes to 
put down contractors lines and return to what he calls “the 
“earlier and sounder system.’” What a pang shoots through 
us when we read these words and recall the days of 
our youth, when the stagging system was in full bloom, and 
every one wrote for shares and dreamed of premiums, and no 
one thought of using the allotments for any other purpose 
than as gambling tools! His lordship might just as well wish 
for the older and sounder system of carrying goods on the 
backs of pack-horses. Since 1847 there have been no rail- 
ways floated on the strength of applications from the general 
public. Upto 1857 the term “contractors line” was unknown. 
The monetary crisis of 1857 had very little to do with railway 
speculations ; indeed, no one who will take the trouble to read 
the financial history of England for the last forty years—a 
history which can be best read in the money articles of 
weekly newspapers—can fail to see that at nearly certain 
recurring periods the public, gorged with the nation’s savings, 
will play at something of a gambling character, but never 
with the same object of speculation for two consecutive 
epochs. So far from being angry with the persons who have 
diverted the wild investments of 1864-5 into railroads, we 
ought only to be too glad that we have some more solid | 
remains of the years of madness than the accounts of the 
official liquidators of broken banks and insolvent financial 
companies. Lord Redesdale’s proposal to treat a railway 
company which has fallen into financial difficulties like a bank- 
rupt brewery, and sell it up to the highest bidder, could only 
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broken link in the communications of the country. There 
could be no possible advantage in adopting a course that 
would produce the least possible dividend to the creditors and 
punish no one. Supposing always that the legal priority of 
various railway securities be settled, the interest of the public 
only requires that all railways in progress be completed 
and worked. Lord Redesdale advocates, as a means of 
making the railways required for public traffic, a return 
to the system of subscription contracts—that is, that before 
a railway scheme is sanctioned a certain number of per- 
sons shall subscribe for enough shares to make it or half 
make it. That is a system that was tried and broke down 
even as early as the days of canal Bills. It had the fatal error 
of involving regulations that it was impossible to enforce. 
A complete system of inquisitorial prying was required to 
find out the exact pecuniary value of each man and woman 
who signed the subscription contract. It was because the 
system of subscription failed that that of deposit on application 
and before allotment was tried; and now that also has worn 
out, because experience has proved that shares always fall 
in value before they are fully paid up and earning interest 
above the average market rate. All the old systems having 
broken down, contractors, created by the railway net already 
executed, appeared. They were and are men with a know- 
ledge of the cost of railway work, with money and with credit. 
Under the best form the contractors are content with the little 
money locally subscribed, and make the line, taking in pay- 
mer tthe shares or debentures, or both, and bringing them into 
the market at convenient opportunities, retaining them if 
possible until the line is in paying condition. Of course lines 
so made—so financed, to use a modern term—cost more than 
if the promoters had gone to the contractor with cash in hand. 
Russia, Italy, and France, during the revolution of 1848, took 
and take the money absolutely required at the price of the 
day. A contractor, sooner than be idle, gives credit for his 
payment, charges for his credit, and spends part of the 
charge in buying credit from those who find him the indis- 








pensable ready money. In all this, if the line be made—if the | 
shares and securities be honestly applied to the purposes for | 
which they were parted with—there is nothing to find fault. | 
The public get the line, and the promoters pay a discount for | 
credit. Mr. France very fairly quotes the case of the line to | 
Aberystwith, which connects London with that bathing-place, | 
traversing in its route Montgomeryshire, Merionethshire, and | 
Cardiganshire, and reducing to one day what was previously | 
a journey of two days and a night of combined rail | 
and coach. This most valuable addition to the travelling | 
power of the country was completed by contractors, Mr. France | 
being one, when the great companies apparently interested | 
were unwilling or unable to do the work. ‘To the people | 
‘‘ who had long suffered by the blank in the Welsh railway | 
«< system, it is of no importance whether the contractor accepted | 
“« payment in shares or in cash.” The contractors who made | 
the line kept the shares in their “safe” until the line was a | 
success, and the London and North-Western had to buy it at | 
its working value, as tested by the receipts. Mr. France | 
shrewdly observes that the Great Western, one of the great | 
companies favoured by Lord Redesdale, having their stock at | 
a discount of nearly 50 per cent., “‘ must issue £200,000 of | 
“ stock for every £100,000 of cash they want to raise.” But 

Mr. France does not only protest against the injustice of Lord 

Redesdale’s attack on contractors and contractors lines, he has 

a personal grievance. He complains that in case of the Mold | 
and Denbigh Railway, which was unsuccessfully opposed by | 
the London and North-Western, in the House of Commons 
and House of Lords, after their counsel had withdrawn from | 
further opposition, Lord Redesdale, as chairman of committees | 
of the House of Lords, used his powers to impose clauses | 
which entirely neutralized the advantages of the victory over | 
the London and North-Western, nine clauses being intro- | 
duced on the statement of the opposing companies agent 

after the witnesses of the Mold and Denbigh line had returned | 
to the country. ‘‘On leaving your lordship’s room,” says the | 
unfortunate contractor, “I asked our solicitor and _parlia- 
“‘ mentary agent if there was any appeal against such a deci- | 
“sion, and was informed that I might endeavour to get a | 
“ noble lord to divide the House on the third reading of the | 
Bill, but that was a hopeless task.” Now we do not under- | 
take to endorse Mr. France’s: statement of this particular | 
occurrence, but there is no doubt that the chairman of the 

Lords committee possesses a degree of irresponsible power 





| Works, related some facts suggestive as to wells. 
| twenty years ago a Mr. Webb, a soda-water manufacturer) 





which no peer or judge ought to enjoy. We expect some. 
thing on this question incidentally in the report of the Railway 
Commissioners. 

The designs for the new Palace of Justice and for the New 
National ‘Gallery have been the subject of very elaborate 
criticism since their exhibition, in the course of which all the 
critics seem to agree that those for the law courts are eminently 
successful, and a credit to the country, and those for the New 
National Gallery just the reverse. Into this large question we 
shall not enter, and rather advise those interested and com- 
petent to go and judge for themselves. But it is worth inquiry 
whether, as we are inclined to believe, the disparity between 
two sets of designs does not originate in the fact that the in- 
structions for the preparation of plans for the picture-gallery 
were very vague and loose, almost everything important being 
left to the artists, while, for the law courts, a most ably 
constituted commission issued very carefully considered in- 
structions. How much money, time, and disappointment would 
be saved to those about to build any elaborate edifice, man- 
sion, theatre, or railway-station, if they would begin by settling, 
after consultation with practical authorities, the details of the 
arrangement required before the “case” to cover all is de- 
signed. In an hotel, not only an experienced manager should 
be consulted, but the head waiter, the boots, the cellarman, 
the chambermaid, and the barmaid, should all have their 
word. 

A very temperate discussion took place at the Society of 
Arts, the other day, on ‘The Water Supply of London, as it 
“affects the Interests of the Consumer.” The introductory 
paper was by Mr. Thomas Beggs. Mr. Beggs, like a sensible 
man, did not propose to interfere with the existing arrange- 
ments otherwise than by securing a degree of purity equal to that 
of the most favourably situated London companies, and by in- 
creasing the supply as required by increasing population ; but 
he insisted on the absolute necessity of substituting the system 
of constant for intermittent supply. He is no prejudiced 
enemy to the water companies, but he evidently considers, 
that it is only by yielding this point that the existing com-| 
panies can maintain their ground. There is no doubt that) 
there are difficulties in the way of converting the inter-| 
mittent into a constant supply system; but these difficulties 
are trifles in trouble and expense as compared with what the) 
water companies will have to endure in a parliamentary con-| 
test, with existence or compensation as the prize of their battle) 
trial. Mr. Beggs, having closely examined the water supply of 
Paris, which is under central official control, has come to the| 
same conclusion that we have ourselves—that it does not so) 
fully meet the wants of the great bulk of the population as, 
the private enterprise supply of London. ‘‘ Thousands of the, 
“Parisian population have no resource but a temporary| 
“‘ stand-pipe, which is fixed for a short time, in the morning) 
“‘ of each day, in the streets.” The waste is even greater than 
in London, and the supply for domestic purposes is very 
inferior. But he mentions, with praise, that the provi- 
sions against fires in theatres and other large buildings are 
excellent. In each theatre is a small fire brigade, whose duty; 
it is to keep a vigilant watch night and day, to remove all) 
rubbish and everything of a combustible character, to look| 
after the gas, &c. They sleep in the theatres. A number of| 
alarums give them notice of the locality of any fire. They 
have wet blankets and other apparatus always ready. A 
cistern, on the principle of Hiero’s fountain, enables them to) 
pour water, under pressure, on a fire at a moment’s notice, 
The discipline may, so Mr. Beggs thinks, be studied with) 
advantage by the London community. Mr. Beggs was fol- 
lowed by Mr. Homersham, who said there was nothing like 
leather. He advocated, very naturally, a new company, and is| 
quite prepared to recommend them an engineer. The pro- 
positions of Mr. Bateman and Mr. Hemans he considers) 
monstrous, and perhaps he is not far wrong; but evi- 
dently ‘‘Coddlin’s the man, not Short.” Mr. Elt, the) 
representative of Islington at the Metropolitan Board of| 
About| 





in Islington, sank a well to the chalk and obtained ex- 
cellent water for his purposes. When a similar well, ina 
years later, was sunk for the use of Pentonville Prison,| 
Mr. Webb was obliged to go 10 feet deeper. Next 
a well was sunk for the new prison at Holloway, two miles 
from Mr. Webb, and he had to go 20 feet deeper. The New 
River Company sank a shaft close to their reservoir in Hamp- 
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stead Road ; after going a great depth they could only obtain 
a supply at times not sufficient to keep the pumps in working 
order, and the attempt was abandoned after a large expendi- 
ture. These facts do not support Mr. Homersham’s theory of 
finding a supply for London in the chalk basin. Dr. Whit- 
more said it was his duty, as a medical officer of health, to 
analyze the waters supplied by the two Thames companics— 
the West Middlesex and the Grand Junction. On an average, 
the West Middlesex Company did not contain more than half 
a grain of organic matter in a gallon, and that was about the 
condition of the Grand Junction Company. On the other 
hand, the water derived from the surface-wells of the metro- 
polis, often called fresh and sparkling, was most impure. In 
Marylebone there were as many as 25 or 30 of these wells 
used for drinking, and containing from 3 to 6 grains of organic 
matter. It was an injustice, therefore, to say those companies 
were supplying poisoned water. Friendly as we are to the 
equitable rights of the water companies, which have done so 
much and so well before the word “ sanitary’ was invented, 
we earnestly say to them—Be wise in time, and erect a 
battery against parish demagogues by introducing constant 
supply. 

Mr. Walpole has introduced two Bills for the éxtension of 
the principles of the Factory Acts to all the manufactures in 
which women and children are employed, which have been 
received with such favour that they will certainly pass into law 
if the present Parliament can survive the Reform Bill debates. 
The main provisions of the Factory Acts are—lst, to provide 
on sanitary grounds for the health of those employed in fac- 
tories; 2nd, to have any dangerous machinery fenced off ; 
3rd, to adopt the half-time system in regard to children under 
13 years of age, in order that they might attend compulsorily 
some school ; and, lastly, that all women employedin these places 





should have their hours of work limited to ten and a half, these 
hours to be between six in the morning and six in the evening. 
|The number of women and children about to he legislated for 
amounts to 1,400,000. One Bill includes all establishments 
; where 100 or more persons are employed, and will subject 
|| them to the provisions of the Factory Acts, as to ventilation, 
'|cleanliness, security, length of time during which women and 
\|children may be employed, and as to compulsory attendance 
jat schools, In the same Bill provision is made for regulating 
the Sheffield grinding trade, and enforcing the use of a fan, 
jae such a mode ‘of fixing the grinding-stone as to diminish 
\|the danger of accidents from stones breaking. The second 
Bill applies to work in smaller factories than the first, and to 
work carried on in private dwellings. The main object of the 
Bill will be to secure that no children under 8 years of age 
shall be employed in workshops; secondly, to regulate the 
hours of labour for children between 8 and 13 years of age; 
and, lastly, to regulate the working hours of labour in con- 
formity with the Factory Act. The provisions of this Act are 
to be enforced by penalties on the employer, or parent, or other 
person benefiting by the labour of the child. In order to 
obtain full consideration the second reading is to be postponed 
for a week or a month. 














Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tus Bill for Amending the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, 
though formally brought into the House of Commons and 
read a first time on the 22nd ult., has not yet been printed, 
nor is it certain that its clauses have been finally settled. 
Public Bills are often laid upon the table of the House “ in 
“‘ dummy,” as it is called in parliamentary phraseology, that is, 
a blank sheet of paper endorsed with the title of the Bill, and 
with the names of those by whom it is brought in set out in 
full length, is presented; and the Bill in question seems to 
have been in that condition. The latest rumours as to its 
provisions are, that the Bill will propose to repeal, in the first 
instance, the following clauses of the Act of 1860—namely, 
clause 5, clauses from 7 to 12, from 25 to 34, and clauses 40 
and 41. The first of these relates to the limits of the Act, and 
the other clauses have reference to matters connected with 
penalties for deficiencies in illuminating power and purity, and 
with the price, which are disposed of by the amended pro- 
visions. The limits of the Act, it is understood, are to be the 





same as those defined in the Metropolis Local Management 


quality as well as the price is to be stated in every account, 
from which it may be inferred that it is intended that there 
should be different qualities of gas at different prices. It is 
understood that the Bill will adopt the recommendation of the 
appointment of a Chemical Board, without specifying any limit 
as to the quantity of sulphur in the gas, and also the propo- 
sitions for the appointments of a chemical analyst and of a 
public auditor, the latter officer being required immediately 
after the passing of the Act to make out a clear statement of 
the share and loan capital of each company. As regards the 
lighting of the public lamps, it is understood that the system 
of average meter indication is to be adopted. Permissive 
powers only are to be given to the Commissioners of Sewers 
and to the Metropolitan Board of Works to buy up one or 
more of the undertakings of the existing companies, but no 
terms are mentioned. A new map of the districts is to be 
made, which would indeed be rendered necessary by the 
inclusion within the metropolitan area of the suburban com- 
panies, and it may lead to further inquiry respecting the dis- 
tricting arrangements. 

In a multitude of counsellors there is saidjto be wisdom ; but 
there may be perplexity also, and to that cause may perhaps 
be attributed the delay of the Government in coming to 
a decision on the Metropolis Gas Act Amendment Bill. 
Among others whom they called to their council were the 
Corporation of the City of London, who were requested to 
state their views and wishes with respect to the notice of the 
Bill given on behalf of the Government, and with respect to 
the proposals of the Metropolitan Board of Works, and, should 
they desire any modification of the proposals of the latter, to 
state their reasons. The Corporation of the City of London 
approach the subject with due decorum, and it must be 
admitted that they make a much better show of reason for 
their recommendations than was presented by the Metro- 
politan Board of Works, though they will bear as little 
examination. With the decorum becoming so ancient and 
respectable a body, the Corporation of London disclaim the 
imputation of desiring the Legislature to break faith with 
persons who have invested their capital in gas-works, or of 
doing anything calculated to confiscate property. They lament 
that so much misrepresentation should prevail respecting the 
supply of gas to the metropolis, and put themselves forward || 
as truthful expositors of the case, on whom the Government 
may confidently rely. Their disclaimers of confiscation and 
their assertions of attachment to the preservation of the rights 
of property and of fair dealing are, however, lamentably con- 
tradicted by their misrepresentations. They feel that the 
memorandum of the gas companies respecting the cost of 
18-candle gas cannot fail to have great weight with the 
Government, and they therefore endeavour to show that the 
estimates of the five engineers on which it is founded are 
“ utterly fallacious.” For this purpose they select the annual 
accounts of the Western Gas Company for 1865, and it is 
attempted to prove by the aggregate amount of coals pur- 
chased, and the residual products in that year, what must be 
the cost of the production of gas at any one period of 1866. 
These truthful instructors of the Government affirm that 
the residual products in 1865 realized more than 25 per 
cent. of the cost of the coals, and they proceed, there- 
fore, to show that the cost of the production of gas of 
18-candle illuminating power is considerably less than alleged 
by the engineers. We could scarcely have imagined that 
the Corporation of the City of London could be so ignorant of 
business matters as not to know that stocks of coal vary in 
different years and at different parts of the same year, so that 
the aggregate cost of coal in the year ending June, 1865, and 
the sale of residual products at the same period, may not cor- 
respond in subsequent and previous years. Had these truth- 
loving counsellors of the Government referred to the accounts 
of the same company for 1864, they would have seen that the 
residual products amounted to little more than a sixth of the 
cost of the coal. They would in that case have been conscious 
that the term “‘ utterly fallacious’’ was not applicable to the 
estimate which they so designate; and they would, perhaps, 
have been more cautious before making such reckless assertions 
respecting the statements of gentlemen whose integrity is 
unimpeachable. “‘ Nor is this all,” as the Corporation observe, 
though it would be much less to their discredit if it were. 
They accuse the gas companies of unfairly stating their case, 





Act of 1865. The price and quality of the gas are to be 
regulated according to a schedale not yet agreed to, and the 








by representing the annual waste of gas to exceed 10 per cent, 
of the quantity made, and the Corporation have the assurance 
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to inform the Government that in well-regulated gas-works 
there need be no loss from leakage whatever. The evidence 
they adduce in support of that opinion is beneath contempt 
and it is flagrantly contradicted by every gas-work in the 
world. The manner in which it is attempted to show that the 
alleged deficit of £155,014 would be converted into a profit of 
£322,361 per annum is utterly ridiculous. The Corporation 
express their approval of the three great points recommended 
by the Metropoiitan Board of works—viz., a maximum price of 
3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, an illuminating power of 18 candles, 
and the compulsory purchase of the properties of the gas com- 
panies at a fixed charge of 6 per cent. on the present paid-up 
ordinary capital of the companies. So much for the protest of 
the Corporation of London against the imputation of any 
intention ‘‘to break faith with persons who have invested 
“their capital in gas-works, to confiscate their property, and 
“*to ruin their shareholders,” 


' An important resolution was adopted by the House of 
Commons, on Friday night, on the motion of Colonel Wilson 
Patten, to refer every gas and water Bill (excepting those Bills 
relating to the metropolis) against which a petition endorsed 
for hearing before the referees has been presented, to the court 
of referees, instead of to a committee of the House, with power 
to the referees to inquire into the whole subject-matter of the 
Bill, and to report thereon. The resolution will, however, be 
nearly inoperative, since most of the provincial gas Bills are 
passing through their various stages without serious opposition. 
With the exception, indeed, of the Weymouth Consumers 
Company’s Bill, fair compromises have in nearly all cases been 
effected ; and most of the opposing petitions"have been either 
withdrawn or are about to be so. The lessons of the last few 
years appear to have had a wholesome effect on the local autho- 
rities of the provinces, and to have deterred them from reck- 
lessly squandering their own funds and the funds of the gas 
companies, in contests to which they are sometimes urged by 
adventurers of the Flintoff school. 


The propositions which have been made to the effect that 
London should be lighted with 18-candle gas, have called 
forth several suggestions how gas of that quality may be pro- 
duced without increasing the demand upon the limited resources 
of cannel coal in thiscountry. Mr. C.D. Archibald, proprietor 
of an extensive tract of territory in New Brunswick, that con- 
tains rich beds of a material to which the name of ‘‘ Albertite” 
was given on its discovery a few years since, has addressed a 
letter to the solicitor of the metropolitan gas companies, draw- 
ing their attention to this substance. Recent experiments on 
this mineral, he says, have proved it to be nearly equal to 
Boghead. The American scientific men who have examined 
it call it ‘‘ Cannelite,” from its resemblance to the best known 
cannels. This valuable material is stated to exist in inex- 
haustible quantities within 10 miles of ship navigation. Seve- 
ral schemes have also becn projected for the manufacture of 
highly illuminating gas from various materials. Mr. George 
M‘Kenzie, of Glasgow, patented, in March last, a process for 
making gas by the combination of coal with shale oil or other 
mineral oils, in the proportions of about 30 gallons of oil to 
1 ton of coal; and we understand that some encouraging ex- 
periments have been made with this material. A more recent 
invention, patented by Messrs. Upward and Cochrane, pro- 
poses to effect the same object by mixing Trinidad pitch with 
coal in the proportion of 3 parts of coal to 1 of pitch. 


In connexion with this subject, it may be noticed that, in a 
recent number of the Journal of the Board of Arts and Manu- 
|factures for Upper Canada, an account is given of the practical 
application of the process of manufacturing pine and bone gas, 
patented some years since by Mr. Ensley’s invention. By dis- 
tilling pine-wood with about one-third the quantity of bones, a 
sufficient amount of carbon vapour is generated to give the 
ordinary luminosity of coal gas to the otherwise non-luminous 
gas of the wood, and the residual charcoal is so valuable as to 
more than reproduce the original value of the materials. The 
following is stated to be the commercial result of the process 
as tested in the town of Coburg :— 
dols. ¢. 

2 00 

4 00 


1 cord of pine wood 
3 ton of bones . 





4 cord of hard wood for fu el, at 3 dols. per cord 2 15 
Cost of labour . a yer 2 00 
10 15 


charcoal, 770 Ibs. of bone black, and other residual products, 
amounting altogether to the value of 15 dollars 10 cents.; 
thus showing, on the carbonization of the materials alone, a 
profit of nearly 5 dollars without any cost for the gas. Of course, 
it may be easily shown, according to these figures, that the 
manufacture and distribution of gas at Coburg, with a price 
of 2 dollars per 1000 feet, is a very profitable undertaking. 
Coburg is only a small town, but it is said that the success of 
the undertaking there has stimulated the extension of the 
process to other places, among which Boston is mentioned. 
Should the supply of bones be limited, offal and other coarse 
animal matter are applicable for the purpose of distillation 
with the pine wood; but, of course, the residuary products 
would in that case be much less valuable. 

In the Court of Common Pleas, on Tuesday, a verdict, with 
£150 damages, was given against the City of London Gas 
Company, for an injury caused by an explosion of their gas 
in a vault in Turnagain Lane. The house over the vault had 
been taken down in the course of the works for the Holborn 
Viaduct, and the workmen of the company conceived that 
they had disconnected and taken away the service-pipe ; but 
they made a mistake, and removed a “blind” pipe instead, 
leaving the meter and a service-pipe in the vault. It is sup- 
posed that a thief stole the lead pipe and thus caused an 
escape of gas into the vault; an explosion occurred, and two 
men passing by were seriously injured. It was contended in 
behalf of the company that the accident was caused not by 
their neglect, but by the stealing of the pipe. The jury, 
however, were of an opposite opinion, and Chief Justice Bovill, 
who presided, concurred with them. ‘ 

The Aldrington, Brighton, and Hove Gas Company held 
their first general meeting on the 27th ult., but as no reporters 
were admitted, and the greatest secrecy was observed respect- 
ing the prospects of the concern, it may be inferred that there 
was nothing of an encouraging nature to communicate. The 
works have not yet been commenced, though the company’s 
Act was obtained upwards of eight months since. If the two 
old companies continue to act as discreetly and liberally as 
they have recently done, there is, in fact, little danger of a 
third company establishing itself in Brighton. 


We insert, under the head of Bankruptcy Court, another 
chapter in the career of a gas agitator. That Mr. T. A. 
Hedley spurred on the Leamington Board of Health to oppose 
the gas company—that the Board resisted the payment of his 
professional charges—that he failed in his action-at-law 
against them, and afterwards prosecuted the clerk of the Local 
Board for perjury, are facts already known. His recent ex- 
aminations before the Bankruptcy Court contrast strongly 
with some of his averments made before the parliamentary 
committee on the City of London (Corporation) Gas Bill in 
April last, and leave us in doubt as to the exact position he 
held as contractor or manager of the gas-works at Uxbridge. 
At a recent meeting"of the Society of Arts, a paper on 
Artificial Illumination was read by Mr. Defries, in which he 
pointed attention particularly to the different conditions requi- 
site in various qualities of gas. In adverting to the lighting 
of the streets, he strongly objected to the ugliness of the 
existing standards and lanterns, and to what he conceived 
to be the unscientific manner in which the light is ap- 
plied. A single perpendicular flat flame, he contended, 
does not provide proper requisites for lighting at the 
same time the foot pavement and the roadway. He would 
divide the jet of gas into two flames, one of which should be 
horizontal, so as to throw the full rays of the light beneath it, 
and the other portion of the flame should be directed towards 
lighting the carriage-road. He exhibited a gas-jet thus/}: 
arranged in a lantern, which he proposed as a substitute for 
those in common use. It was provided with reflectors to con-| 
centrate the light towards the parts intended, and no doubt if, 
the reflectors could be maintained practically in the same state 
in which they were shown, a much greater quantity of light 
than is now concentrated on the roads would be obtained. 
But setting aside the practical difficulty of keeping the/|} 
reflectors always bright and the burners in proper working 
order, there are objections to the principle of this mode of 
street lighting which must prevent its being generally adopted. 
It is alleged against the glass covers of the present lamps 
that they allow the light to pass upwards where it is not 
wanted, instead of concentrating the rays below; and the 








The produce is stated to be 15,000 feet of gas, 40 bushels of 











gloomy state of the streets is said to be thus produced. We 
are old enough to remember the time when the opposite ! 
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system which Mr. Defries wishes to return to was in general 
use. Reflectors of various forms were adjusted over the 
flames, some of them formed on very scientific principles. We 
remember even when the rays were concentrated with dazzling 
brightness on certain spots of the pavement to prevent their 
radiation upwards, and we have a still stronger recollection of 
the great improvement in street lighting by the abandonment 
of these plans for concentrating the light, and the adoption of 
glass covers for the lanterns. The fact is, that the rays which 
pass upwards and strike against the houses are not wasted, 
they constitute a part of the general diffusion of the light 
through the streets, which is of more importance than the 
concentration of the light within a limited area. Nor is the 
object to be gained by the reflection of the rays prevented 
from being carried into operation by the open glass covers. 
The flat glass, if properly inclined, reflects a large portion of 
the rays on the ground, and a sufficient quantity of light is 
transmitted to illuminate the exteriors of the houses, and 
to prevent that intense gloom which pervaded the streets 
when opaque lantern-covers were used. Street-lamps are not 
required to be constructed on such correct catoptrical or 
dyoptrical principles that are considered requisite to be applied 
in the construction of lighthouses. We are no upholders of 
the elegance of the present street lanterns and standards, nor 
do we contend for the perfect efficiency of the present state of 
street lighting, but we consider that the attempts at improve- 
ment advocated by Mr. Defries would bring us back to old and 
worse times. The plan for dividing the gas-jet into two flames 








is also objectionable, as it would diminish the quantity of light 
to be obtained from the flames if united. A portion of Mr. 
Defries’s paper was directed to the advantages to be obtained 
from carburettors, and from the adoption especially of the 
‘‘ Augasma” light, which he conceives obviates the objections 
to the carburettors which have been previously invented. There 
is, however, a ‘‘secret” in the manufacture of the material 
employed, and until it is submitted to examination its real 
merits cannot be known. 








Register of New Patents. 


1889.—F rancis Joseru Rowtey, of St. John’s Street, in the parish 
of St. Sepulchre, in the co. of Middlesex, gas-fitter, for ‘‘ Improve- 
ments in gas-pendants, gaseliers, and gas-brackets.’’ Provisional 
protection only obtained. Dated July 20, 1866. 

The first object of this invention is to permit, intercept, and regulate 
the flow of gas to the burners of pendants. For this purpose the 
inventor fits at the top part of the pendant a hollow valve, plug, or 
thimble, which he prefers to make conical, and which works in a 
seat or socket, in which is or are formed one or more orifices, a 
corresponding orifice or orifices being made in the valve or plug. 
Through these orifices gas is admitted to the body of or passage 
through the pendant when the valve or plug is turned in sucha 
manner as to bring its orifices opposite those in the seat or socket so 
as to open them, and the gas will be shut off when the plug or valve 
is turned so as to close the orifices in the seat or socket. e valve 
or plug is worked or turned by arod or stem which passes down 
through the pendant, and is actuated by a key or other turning con- 
trivance applied at its lower end, which end may be concealed by a 
knob on the pendant made of a material which is a bad or non-con- 
ductor of heat, and having an aperture in it through which the rod 
is attained. To prevent the escape of gas the rod may work in a 
stuffing-box or packing. Instead of constructing the valve or plug 
to turn, it may be raised or depressed by the rod by means of a screw 
or otherwise, so as to open and close the orifices in the seat or socket. 
Instead of gas flowing through the plug or valve into the body of or 
passage through the pendant and jo to the burners, it may be 
supplied to and flow through the valve-seat into the valve or plug, 
and thence to the burners through the rod, which is made hollow 
for the purpose. When acup and ball joint is used, the valve or 
plug may work in the ball, in the sides of which or in a seat fitted 
in it are orifices for the flow of gas through the pendant or through 
the rod. Instead of turning the vaive or plug it may be stationary, 
or it may form a stationary head or thimble, and the pendant or outer 
tube may be turned or raised and covered so as to open and close the 
orifice, and thus admit and exclude the gas which may pass through 
the body of the pendant or through the hollow central rod or pipe. 
The pendant may be turned by a knob or handle at bottom, formed 
of a material which is a bad conductor or non-conductor of heat. 
The improvements in pendants are applicable to gaseliers, 

The chief object of the improvements in brackets is to obtain 
strength, convenience of adjustment, and compactness. A check 
plate or false plate, also acting as a washer, is fitted in the back plate, 
through which plate the inner or back end of the bracket passes. An 
improved bracket-double is constructed, consisting of two arms, or 
limbs, or portions, connected at their inner or back ends by a swivel 
or swing joint with the back check plates, and connected at their 
outer or front ends by a double swivel or swing joint with an outer 
or front arm or portion of the bracket. Or there may be two sets of 
back arms or limbs, connected by swivel or swing joints, and a stay 
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| pipe or shaft in such a manner that it may turn freely ; and, in order 





may unite and strengthen the joints. A single bracket may be con- 
nected with the back and check plates by a swivel or swing joint. 
These arrangements of brackets may be applied as pendants or 
gaseliers by suspending or disposing them vertically, the back plate 
being here the ceiling plate. One or more transverse arms or pipes 
may be added. At the joints are pulleys, over which cords or chains 
pass. By working these, the angle of position of the parts of the 
pendant may be adjusted or altered, or they may be folded out of the 
way. 
An improved bracket, pendant, or gaselier, capable of being length- 
ened and shortened, may be constructed by causing one or more of 
the limbs or portions of the same to slide telescopically in either 
direction, in another or others of the limbs or portions, through 
stuffing-boxes or packings. 
1997.—Gerorce Camppet, of 26, Leadenhall Street, in the City of 
London, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for raising aériform and 
other fluids.’’ A communication. Provisional protection only 
obtained. Dated Aug. 2, 1866. 
When constructing apparatus for raising aériform fluids for venti- 
lating or withdrawing air from rooms, buildings, vessels, carriages, 
chimney and other shafts, an instrument is used which at one end is 
cylindrical and at the other end conical, the smaller end of the conical 
part of the instrument corresponding in diameter with, and being 
fixed to, the cylindrical part. Through one side of the larger or coni- 
cal end of this instrument is fixed a tube, corresponding in diameter 
with the upper end of the outlet-shaft or pipe; this tube is bent for- 
ward, or formed with an elbow-bend, which enters the cylindrical 
part of the instrument above explained, and occupies part of its lower 
capacity. This apparatus is mounted on the upper end of the outlet- 


that the large conical end may be constantly turned to the wind, a 
vane or arrow is applied to the instrument. The effect of this ar- 
rangement is that the wind entering the cone in passing forward 
through the cylinder produces an exhaustion or up-draft in the outlet- 
pipe or shaft; the wind passing in at the large conical end of the in- 
strument being prevented passing into the outlet-pipe or shaft by the 
elbow-bend, the back of which is presented to the wind. 

When constructing apparatus for raising water and other fluids, 
a suction-pipe is used, which is closed at its upper end, whilst at its 
lower end it is formed of a conical shape the larger end of the cone 
being downwards. Across this cone, and near the bottom thereof, is’ 
a horizontal partition, having an opening through it with a valve 
opening inwards. Near the top of this pipe, which should be less 
than 30 ft. long, is an outlet-pipe inclining downwards, and a blast- 
pipe smaller than the outlet is introduced, air and fluid tight, through 
the suction-pipe, and its outer end rests within the outlet-pipe near 
where it joins the suction-pipe. Air or steam passed through the 
blast-pipe causes exhaustion in the suction-pipe, and the water or 
other fluid rises therein, and flows off by the outlet-pipe. 


2011.—Cates Pratr and Jos1an Pratt, of Wilderness Row, in the 
co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in motive-power engines.”” 
Patent dated Aug. 4, 1866. 
These improvements have relation to air motive engines, and provide 
for the use of the following actions :—First, the use of the expansion 
and contraction of air by heat and cold, to produce motion ; secondly, 
the use of such air in a state of great condensation, that large power 
may be derived from a small engine; thirdly, the use of such air in a 
moist condition, to facilitate its conduction, transmission, and cession 
to heat ;“fourthly, the use of an alternate state of plenum and vacuum 
existing in parts of the engine, to induce or compel the outer air to 
enter the engine to extensify the pressure within it, to supersede the 
necessity of an air-pump; fifthly, the use of a peculiarly sudden 
transference of air under pressure by heat from one vessel into air 
constringed by cold in another vessel at the end of each stroke of the 
working piston, — of a balanced rotary slide-valve, called an 
equation-valve. The equilibrium of pressure, independent of tem- 
rature gained by this transfer, has the effect of relieving the work- 
ing piston of all pressure at its dead point, and correspondingly aug- 
menting pressure at a useful point of its next stroke, while at the 
—_ time diminishing resistance on the exhausted side during its 
stroke, 


2014.—Wit1i1am Jackson, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 

engineer, for “‘ A new soufflating accumulating pump er hydraulic 

— Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 4, 
This invention consists in the construction of, by preference, an 
angular frame, which may be made of any suitable material, such as 
wood or cast iron, in which frame it is preferred to form inlet and 
outlet ways, arranged for receiving suitable valves and connecting- 
tubes for conducting the water to and from the inlet and outlet ways. 
The internal form of this frame may be about one-fourth the width 
at one end that it is at the other, and in length about three times the 
extent of its widest end, more or less, as may be preferred, according 
to use or position, or local circumstances, where such engine may be 
required to be put to work. On the outside of the widest end of this 
frame lugs are formed for receiving axes, and at this end, by pre- 
ference, the outlet way is arranged; the other, or narrow end, is 
fitted with carriage and glands for receiving a shaft, by which the 
engine is to be actuated. On the sides and ends of the frame flanges 
or other equivalent means are provided, for securing top and bottom 
covers made of strong fabric or other suitable air and water tight 
material, which may be held conveniently by metallic or other strips, 
together with screw-pins or other like suitable means, These fabrics 
cover the top and bottom or both sides of the frame, and are per. 
mitted to be loose and fall from the broad end to the narrow end, 
that they may be capable of expansion and compression similar to 
the action of a common bellows. On the counties of these elastic 
covers are applied, by preference, metal plates, provided on their 
broad ends with corresponding lugs for receiving pins or axes to 
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work in or through the corresponding lugs of the frame before 
referred to, which lugs and pins form a common hinge-joint or ful- 
crum on which these plates work, so that by the flexible material 
being attached to them they will in reality be levers, or, as it were, 
the top and bottom of the common bellows which the apparatus so 
much resembles, The narrow ends of these plates are provided with 
an extended strap or lug for receiving connecting-rods, by which they 
are united to two eccentrics or cranks formed on the shaft before 
referred to, and by putting this shaft in motion by any suitable 
driving-gear, and with, by preference, the aid of a fly-wheel, the 
two lever-plates, working on the joint also before referred to, will be 
made to advance and retire from each other at the narrow end just 
in proportion to the amount of eccentricity given to the eccentrics or 
cranks from the central line of the shaft. A continuation of this 
action will be identical to the action of a common bellows, and as 
the flexible material is connected to the frame in such a way as to 
make it positively air-tight, it is evident that as the top and bottom 
plates are forced asunder from the axes on which they work to the 
throw of the cranks or eccentrics, so a vacuum will be produced in 
the interior, into which the water will rush through the inlet way 
before referred to, when the inlet-valve will close, and as the plates 
are brought together, so the water will be pressed out and driven 
through the outlet way, the valve of which will immediately close 
as soon as the eccentrics have passed the centre, when the inlet-valve 
will again rise for the water to flow in to fill up the vacuum now 
being produced by the rising of the eccentrics, and so on as the ope- 
ration is continued, the shaft being kept revolving by a handle 
pulley-gear or power of the wind, or other convenient economic 
means, 


2023.—Ra.ru Mepcatr, of Bow Lane, in the City of London, engi- 
neer, and Wi1i1am Nicuortis, of Bow, in the co. of Middlesex, 
pattern maker, for ‘‘ Improvements in couplings or connexions, parti- 
eularly adapted for coupling or ting gas, water, and other pipes,”” 

Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 6, 1866, 
This,invention mainly consists of two or other convenient number of 
spring clips, arranged and combined with other parts, as hereafter 
described, so as to form a fiuid-tight coupling or connexion for pipes. 
Upon lugs formed on one of the pipes or portions to be connected, 
are hinged two clips fitted lengthwise of the pipe. The tailsof these 
elips are acted upon by springs, which tend to force inwards catches 
on the other ends of the clips. These catches are situated a short 
distance beyond the end of the pipe. Upon this pipe is also cast a 
flange, to form a seat for a ring of india-rubber or other suitable 
elastic material, which is fitted round the pipe. The flange and ring 
are, say, about an inch, more or less, from the end of the pipe, which 
is slightly conical or tapered from the flange to the end. The end of 
the other pipe or portion to be coupled or connected to the first 

ipe, has cast upon it a ring, taper or conical externally, and, by pre- 
erence, cylindrical internally. 

The coupling is effected as follows:—The taper ring is forced over 
the tapered portion of the other pipe, and the catches of the spring 
clips are thereby pushed outwards until the taper ring has passed 
them. As soon as the ring has passed them, the catches are again 
forced in by the action of their springs, and take behind the rings, so 
as to hold or couple the pipes together. The end or rim of the ring 
on the second pipe presses upon the india-rubber ring, and thereby 
prevents all escape of gas or other fluid. In some cases, as for hose 
pipes, where the tails or clips are liable to come in contact with irre- 
gularities of the ground, loops or other convenient guards are cast 
_— the pipes, which pass over, and thereby protect the tails of the 
clips. 
2025.—Joun Hamitton, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 

merchant, for ‘‘ Improvements in artificial material for producing gas 

Sor illuminating purposes,”’” Patent dated Aug. 6, 1866. 

This invention, which has for its object the production of gas for 
illuminating purposes, consists as follows:—A quantity of crude 
Coal oil or crude mineral residues, as bottoms or other mineral oils, 
together with a small proportion of naphthaline, are boiled, and whilst 
in a hot state are poured over a,quantity of sifted or pulverized coal, 
known in the trade as “ coal duff,” coal culm, or other pulverized 
coal, may be used. The mixture may be made in a pug-mill or other 
suitable mixing machine, and is then allowed to stand for 24 hours, 
or thereabouts, so as to permit the complete combination of the gases 
of the coal with those of the oil and naphthaline. The result is an 
artificial gas-producing material. 

In manufacturing or compounding the before-mentioned substance, 
heated oil, naphthaline, and coal are taken in the following propor- 
tions, but these ——— may be varied according to the degree of 
bituminization of the coal. To one ton of screened or pulverized 
bituminous coal are added 40 gallons of the heavy oil of coal or heavy 
oil of shale, commercially known as “once run,” which usually con- 
tains a large quantity of paraffin, along with 5 lbs. of napthaline. 
This mixture is specially adapted for producing gas of a high illumi- 
nating power, and 15,000 cubic feet of good gas have been obtained 
therefrom. 

In lieu of using the heavy oils of coal or shale, or in conjunction 
with one or both of these, any other mineral oil or residue may be 
employed, such as that which remains in the stills after the lighter 
oils are distilled over, and commercially known as glut or bottoms, 
consisting generally of mineral tar or pitch, and sometimes having 
eertain foreign substances combined therewith. 

The coal is placed in a pug-mill or some other admixing machine, 
at which time the heavy oil or oils are poured into or upon the 
screened or pulverized coal or coals, having been previously heated. 
By this mode of compounding the substances a thorough and com- 

ete combination of them is effected, and the experiments which 
Sone been made show that it is absolutely essential to heat the oil in 
order to produce a compound that is stable, for if the materials are 
combined in the natural and cold state, the oils and coal separate to 








“tube forming a communication with the supply-fountain. The air- 





a considerable extent in a short time after they have been admixed, 
The ixture of heated oils and coal is aliowed to stand for 
24 hours or there bouts, or it may be compressed or made advan- 
tageously into bricks, balls, or other forms, before being placed in 
the retorts. 

The heavy oil of tar, known as naphthaline, may or may not be dis- 
pensed with. When used, it is admixed with and at the same time 
and,by the same means that the other parts of the mixture are com- 
bined, as before specified. In distilling the gas it is preferred to use 
iad retorts, and to effect the distillation at a bright red or white 

eat. 


2047.—Jamzes Turner, of Fleming Road, Walworth, in the co, of 

Surrey, gas-meter maker, for ‘‘ Improvements in wet gas meters,” 

Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 9, 1866. 

This invention relates first to improvements in the arrangement and 
construction of the inlet-valve and valve-box of wet gas-meters. For 
this purpose the inlet valve-box is so arranged that the gas passes 
upwards through the valve in its passage to the inlet-pipe and 
measuring-drum, in place of passing downwards as heretofore in 
meters of this construction, the pressure of the gas acting on the 
upper side of the valve and float frequently causing the valve to 
close. The float wire passes up through a short tube or passage 
formed on the under side of the valve-box. The bottom of this tube 
or passage is formed with a valve-seat within the fountain-chamber, 
and the float-wire carries a conical valve to close the tube or valye- 
seat under the valve-box, in order to prevent the passage of the gas 
to the square frame or fountain-chamber when the inlet-valve is 
lifted by the float and whilst it remains open for the passage of 
gas to the meter. The float in this arrangement is made with a tube 
through its centre, into which the wire attached to the lever passes, 
and when the correct position of the float is ascertained the float- 
tube is firmly closed or fixed upon the wire, by which a ready means 
is obtained of adjusting the correct buoyancy, of the float. 

According to another of the improvements relating to the float, the 
tube is passed from the bottom of the valve-box through the centre 
of the float to considerably below the water-line of the meter. At 
the end of this tube a valve-seat is formed, and a valve is attached to 
the bottom of the float for the purpose of preventing the gas, through 
any sudden pressure acting upon the water, causing bubbles to rise 
to the top of the fountain, and thus exhausting it, as is the case with 
meters having no provision to prevant this result. In order to pre- 
vent any tampering with the inlet-valve, the valve-box is simply 
soldered with a tube on the square frame, and part of the improve- 
ments consists in casting or forming the inlet-valve-box and valve-seat 
in one piece. 

Another of the improvements, according to this part of the inven- 
tion, relates to the construction of the lever of the inlet-valve and 
mounting it in a very cheap and simple manner. For this purpose 
the lever of the valve is formed by bending a piece of metal into a 
trough shape, thus leaving the under part of the lever-arm open to 
receive the end of the float wire, which is attached to the lever by a 
pin to form the joint. At the back end of the ‘arm a small slot is 
cut to receive a piece of metal soldered to the valve-box with a pin to 
connect the lever thereto. It is preferred in this arrangement to con- 
duct the gas direct to the drum-chamber by means of a pipe from 
the valve-box, 

The second part of this invention has for its object the construetion 
of wet gas-meters in such a manner that the water-level in the 
measuring-drum will always be maintained at its proper height by 
an improved arrangement of the air-tube and overflow-pipe. The 
overflow-tube is placed in one corner of the square frame or front 
chamber, or it may be placed in any other suitable position. It is 
preferred to cut away part of the cireular front plate above the water- 
line in the measuring-drum chamber, so as to form a direct commu- 
nication with the measuring-chamber above for the passage of gas 
and water. The air-tube, by preference made of non-corrosive or 
other suitable metal, is placed on a small box or chamber enclosing 
the overflow-tube, a small hole being formed in the air-tube or in the 
side of the box nearly on a line with the water-level, which orifice 
forms a communication with the drum-chamber, the top of the air- 


tube can be — either in the position previously described or it 
can be placed in any other convenient part of the meter ; for example, 
it can be placed on the outside of the square frame or on the cireular 
front plate of the measuring-drum chamber, or it can be placed with 
the overflow-tube in the front part of the meter over the entrance- 
passage of the gas to the measuring-drum. When the meter is fully 
charged and the water is drawn off to its proper level, by drawing 
offa very small quantity of water from the drum-chamber the small 
orifice in the air-tube will become unsealed, and gas or air will pass 
up the tube into the fountain-chamber to readjust the level of the 
water in the measuring- ; 

The third part of the invention relates to an improvement in the 
arrangement of the waste water-box or chamber and parts connected 
therewith. In nearly all wet gas-meters the water can be forced out 
from the waste-water chamber by means of extra pressure, or the 
water may be drawn off by means of a syphon. [If fraud is not 
attempted evaporation takes place, and the dip-tube becomes un- 
sealed, so that unmeasured gas will pass through the inlet into the 
waste-water chamber, and may be passed out at the overflow plug- 
hole without entering the measuring-drum. In order to prevent 
fraudulent attempts a valve-box is placed at the bottom of the waste- 
water chamber furnished with a valve carried bya float. A tube 
connects the valve and box with the bottom of the gas inlet-pacsage 
to carry off any condensed water therefrom. "When the water from 
the overflow-tube runs into the waste-water chamber up the dip-tube 
to the overflow plug-hole, the float will rise and open the valve to allow 
any accumulated water in the condensed water-pipe to escape into 
the waste-water chamber. Should the water be forced or drawn os 
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of the waste-water chamber so low as to permit the float to fall, it 
will close the valve in the box, and thus shut off any escape of un- 
measured gas to the dip-tube of the waste-water chamber, preventing 
any fraudulent abstraction of unmeasured gas from the bottom 


chamber, 


The last of the invention relates to the construction of the 


i -spi for the purpose of reducing the cost of repairs result- 
ing from corrosion. ‘or this purpose the outer end of the index- 
spindle, carrying the worm, is formed separate from the other part, 
andis connected thereto by a small clutch-box or other connexion, 
so that when it is necessary to reinstate the lower part of the spindle 
this can be accomplished by disconnecting the clutch from the upper 
part, thus avoiding the usual cost of supplying a new worm in addi- 
tion to the spindle, 


2059.—Cuantes Fosrer Correniit, of Cannock, in the co. of Staf- 
ford, gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of earthen- 
ware and other pipes, and in machinery ore apparatus to be employed 
in the said manufacture.” Patent dated Aug. 10, 1866. 
This invention consists, first, in manufacturing earthenware and other 
pipes, which are made of two or more concentric pipes built up of 
segmental pieces—i.e., built up of segmental pieces the edges of which 
engage together, the said pieces being separated by rings, and the 
space between the pipes filled up by a pitchy or bituminous cement 
or composition, so as to consolidate the whole into one mass. Second, 
in the manufacture of single earthenware or other pipes, or segmental 
pieces, made to engage together at their edges, and bound by earthen- 
ware oriron clips, or by both earthenware and iron clips. Third, in 
impregnating earthenware pipes, or earthenware segmental pieces to 
be made into pipes, with a melted pitch or bituminous composition, 
by the prolonged immersion of the said pipes or segmental pieces in 
the said melted composition, and also joining the ends of earthenware 
and other pipes and segmental pieces to be built up into pipes by 
means of a melted pitchy or bituminous composition ; and fourth, in 
the machinery to be used in dipping or impregnating earthenware 
pipes, or earthenware segmental pieces to be made into pipes, with a 
melted pitchy or bituminous composition. 


2064.—Joun Epwanp Kurray, of Parker Street Mill, Manchester, in 
the co. of Lancaster, india-rubber merchant, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
packing for steam, water, air, and gas tight joints. Patent dated 
Aug. 11, 1866, 

This invention relates to that description of packing usually termed 
rope packing, and which is made by covering wire with hemp, or 
other fibrous material, saturated with red lead; and the invention 
consists in combining india-rubber, or other flexible substance, with 
the said wire and fibrous material. In carrying out the invention, it 
is proposed to braid or wind strips of india-rubber upon the wire, and 
then to apply the hemp, or other such material, and red lead. In 
using it for forming steam, water, air, gas, or other joints, it is applied 
similarly to other packing now in use. 








APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


429.—Atrrep Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “An improved construction of 
water-meter.’ A communication. Feb. 13, 1867. 
439.—Wirtram Hix and Henry Cuartes Wirzerrorce, both of the 
city of York, for ‘* Improvements in gas-cooking apparatus, and in 
steaming, baking, boiling, and roasting apparatus.” Feb. 18, 1867. 
444._-Grorez Wenner, of Horwich, in the co. of Lancaster, civil engi- 
neer, for “Certain improvements in apparatus for preventing ‘ down 
draught’ in chimneys, which may also be applied for the purpose of venti- 
lation.’ Feb. 19, 1867. 
449,—Henry Atper, of $2, Grange Road, Edinburgh, for “ Zmprove- 
ments in gas-meters.”” Feb. 19, 1867. 
458.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for “ Improvements in the application of certain 
hydrocarbons to the obtainment of light and heat, and in the apparatus 
or means employed therein.” A communication, Feb, 20, 1867. 
463.—Guorcz Hasetrine, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, 
in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for ““4n improved mode of and 
apparatus for letting on and. shutting off gas, and igniting the same.” A 
communication. Feb, 20, 1867. 
495.—Witi1am Epwin Hzarn, of 7, Pembroke Terrace, Chalk Farm, in 
the co. of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in gas-pressure governors,” 
Feb. 22, 1867. 
498,—Hunry Punnett, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., engi- 
neer, for “ Improvements in motive-power engines to be worked by water, 
steam, or other fluid, and applicable to pumps.’ Feb, 28, 1867, 
499.—Artuur Krxper and Wi11aM Barns Kinsey, both of 92, Cannon 
Street, in the City of London, engineers, for “ Improvements in gas- 
engines.” Feb, 23, 1867, 
534.—Francis Vere Waiaut, of St. James's Place, in the city of West- 
ar _ county of Middlesex, gentleman, for “ Improved adjustable 
reflectors for lamps and lighting purposes.’ (Complete specificati 
Feb. 27, 1867. ‘ ea 
556.—ApoLPue Girzert Cuatus, of 2, Rue Sainte-Appoline, Paris, 
empire of France, merchant, for “ Improvements in apparatus Sor pro- 
ducing artificial light from gas, air, and liquids” Feb. 28, 1867, 
560.—Sriziman Boyp Auten and Jarrus Hanpy Wuysor, of the State 
of Massachusetts, U.S.A., for Generating heat by the admixture and 


steam.” A communication. (Complete specification.) Feb. 28, 1867, 

563,—ALEXANDER Anevs Crort, of Coleman Street, in the City of Lon- 
don, civil engineer, for “‘ Improvements in the treatment of hydrocarbon 
oils for the purpose of obtaining a permanent gas.” Feb. 28, 1867, 





) 571.—Arrep Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 


combustion of a hydrocarbon vapour, air, and the gaseous components of 





Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “ Jmprovements in steam and 
gas engines.”” A communication, Feb. 28, 1867. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


3300.—Epwarp Mztprvw, of Bathgate, in the co. of Linlithgow, N.B., 
esquire, for “ Improvements in the manufacture of gas for illuminating 
and heating purposes.” Dec, 15, 1866. 

58.—Wii1am Tuomas Svuae, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the 
city of Westminster, for ‘‘ Improvements in the means of and appara- 
tus for lighting railway carriages, parts of which improvements are also 
applicable for other purposes.” Jan. 9, 1867. 

190.—Joun Lacey Davies, of the firm of John Davies and Son, of 4, 
St. Ann’s Square, Manchester, in the co, of Lancaster, patent agents, 
for “Certain improvements in lamps to be employed for the purpose of 
tllumination.” A communication, Jan, 25, 1867. 

214.—Exisasetnx Licurenstapt, of Bermondsey New Road, in the co. 
of Surrey, for “Improvements in portable or other water-closets.” A 
communication. Jan. 26, 1867. 

255.—Bristow Hunt, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, in the co. of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for ‘* Improvements in gas-regulators.” A com- 
munication. Jan. 30, 1867. 

291.—Aaron BrapsHaw, of Accrington, in the co. of Lancaster, engi- 
neer, for “An improved cock or tap.’’ Feb. 2, 1867. 

343,—Wii11aM Gzorcz Bearmis, of South Bank, Surbiton, in the co. of 
Surrey, engineer, for “‘ Improvements in slide-valves.”” Feb. 7, 1867. 

363.—Danret Natuan Dernies, of Euston Road, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, consulting gas engineer, for ‘ Improvements in gas-burners.” 
Feb, 8, 1867. 

383.—Gzrorcze Hvucu Kipp, of Merrion Square, in the city of Dublin, 
doctor of medicine, for ‘ Improvements in apparatus for regulating the 
supply of water to cisterns, and for preventing the bursting of water- 
pipes.” Feb, 11, 1867, 


INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 


463.—Grorcr Hasetinz, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane» 
in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “An improved mode of and | 
apparatus for letting on and shuttiug off gas, and igniting the same.” A 
communication. Feb, 20, 1867. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


2556.—Joun Amprose Correy, of 32, Great St. Helen’s, in the City of 
London, consulting engineer, for “‘ Improved mechanical contrivances 
wpplicable to syphons, also adaptable in the production of pumps of im- 
proved construction, Oct. 4, 1866. 

2606.—Grorce Wit11aM Sune, of the Strand, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, for “‘ Improvements in the means of and apparatus for utilizing 
sewage matters and liquids.’’ Oct. 9, 1866. 

2672.—Joun Satu, of 27, Leadenhall Street, in the City of London, |} 
engineer, and James Joun Rowe, of Rotherhithe Street, Rotherhithe, |! 
in the co. of Surrey, engineer, for ‘ Improvements in taps or cocks for 
regulating the flow of fluids. Oct. 16, 1866. 

2675. Tuomas Woopwarp, of Ledbury, in the co. of Hereford, for 
“* Improvements in machinery or apparatus for raising or elevating sewage 
water and other liquid matters, also applicable as a means of affording 
motive power from water.” Oct. 16, 1866. 

2756.—Henry Puriutrs, of Clyst Honiton, Exeter, in the co. of Devon, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in the preparation of deodorizing materials, and in the 
manufacture of gas.’ Oct, 25, 1866. 

190.—Joun Lacey Davres, of the firm of John Davies and Son, of 4, 
St. Ann’s Square, Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, patent agent, 
for “Certain improvements in lamps to be employed for the purpose of 
umination.”” A communication. Jan. 25, 1867. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 

354.—Wituiam Hawruorn, “ Improvements in joints for pipes, tubes, and 
hollow vessels.” Feb. 10, 1864. 

386.—Anprew Sreinmetz, “ Improving and intensifying the light of 
horizontal gas-burners, and furnishing the same with globes’? Feb. 10, 
1864, 

432.—Freperic Joun Arnoxp, “ Improvements in apparatus for pro- 
ducing and burning combustible gases for heating and lighting purposes.” 
Feb, 19, 1864. 

452.—Joun Sanpers, jun., “44 new or improved gas-regulator for control- 
ling or regulating the flow or pressure of gas required to be used for illu- 
minating purposes.’? Feb, 23, 1864. 








PBarltamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Fes, 18. 


Cuester ParaFFin Lignt Company.—The Chairman of Committees 
informed the House that the promoters do not intend to proceed further 
with the Bill during the present session. 


The Camporne Water; Huyton anp Ropy Gas; Lampeter, Luan- 
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pyssiL, &c., GAs; MircHam aND Wimsepon Gas; and the Paignton 
Water Bills, were read a second time. 

A petition was deposited against the WANDSWORTH AND Putney Gas 
Bill, by the Wandsworth District Board of Works. 


TuEspDAY, Fes. 19. 
A petition was deposited against the Great Grimspy Gas Bill, from the 
Manchester, Shefiield, and Lincolnshire Railway Company. 


TuursDAY, Fes. 21. 
Petitions were deposited against the Camporne WATER, from T. W. 
Pendarves;—and against the REDHILL. AND WARWICK Town Water Bill, 
from the South-Eastern Railway Company. 


Fripay, Fes. 22. 

The ABERTILLERY GAS AND WATER; BarKinc Gas; DArtTForD Gas; 
Risca AND PontrymMisTER GAs; West Kent Gas; FisHERTON ANGER 
AND BEMERTON WATER; GREAT GRIMsBY GAS; REDHILL AND WARWICK 
TowN WATER; RicuMonp Gas; and the WANDSWORTH AND PuTNEY Gas 
Bills, were committed. 

The examiner's certificates relating to the WipNes Gas, WATER, AND 
IMPROVEMENT; SOUTHPORT IMPROVEMENT (WATER); CRICKHOWELL GAs 
AND WaTER; SHEFFIELD Water (NEw Works); and the CAMBRIDGE 
Gas Bills, were referred to the Standing Orders Committee. 


Petitions were deposited against the FisHzrToN ANGER AND BEMERTON 
Warer, from the London and South-Western Railway Company ;—against 
the Great Grimspy Gas, from the Cleethorpes Gas Company, inhabitants 
of Clee, &c.;—against the Prescot Gas, from the London and North- 
Western Railway Company;—against the RepHILL AND Warwick TowN 
Warer, from the Caterham Spring Water Company and others; the Asylum 
for Idiots; owners, &c., of property in,and inhabitants of the Foreign of 
Reigate;—against the Rrcumonp Gas, from the Vestry of Richmond and 
others;—and against the WANDSWORTH AND Putney Gas Bill, from the 
Mitcham and Wimbledon District Gaslight and Coke Company, and owners, 
&e., of property at Wandsworth, &c. 


Monpay, Fes. 25. 

I'he Lampeter, Luanpyssm, &c.,Gas; CAMBORNE WATER; HuyTON 
AND Rosy Gas; MircHaM AND WIMBLEDON Gas; and the PaiGNTon 
Water Bills, were committed. 

Petitions were presented against the CamBorne WarER, from J. H- 
Hawkins and another;—against the Huyton anp Rosy Gas, from the 
London and North-Western Railway Company ;—and against the MircHAmM 
AND WIMBLEDON Gas, from the Wandsworth and Putney —— and 
Coke Company, and owners, &c., of property at Lower Tooting, Merton, 
Wimbledon, Wandsworth, and Streatham. 


Tuespay, Fes. 26. 


The Standing Orders Committee reported that the Standing Orders 
not complied with in respect of the Wipnes Gas, WATER, AND IMPROVE- 
MENT; SHEFFIELD WaTER (NEw Works); CRICKHOWELL GAS AND 
Water; and the Sournrort IMPROVEMENT (WATER) Bills, ought to be dis- 
pensed with. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Fess. 18. 


The Hartieroo. GAs AND Water; Heywoop IMPROVEMENT ; 
Kricutey Warer, &c.; Tynemoutn Parish Gas; and WELLS (So- 
MERSET) GaAs Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 


The SHEeFFieELD WatER (New Works); Wipnes Gas, WATER, AND 
IMPROVEMENT ; CRICKHOWELL GAs AND WATER ; and the SourHPORT 
IMPROVEMENT (WATER) Bills, were read the first time. 


Petitions were deposited against the Barnstey Gas, from Barnsley 
Canal and Aire and Calder Navigation Companies ;—against the BirKEN- 
HEAD IMPROVEMENT ComMIssIoNERS, from William Inman and the Wirral 
Water Company ;—against the Dewssury, BATLEY, AND HECKMONDWIKE 
Water, from the Calder and Hebble and Aire and Calder Navigation Com- 

anies;—against the East Lonpon (THAMES Suppty), from the North 
ondon Railway Company; Regent’s Canal Company; Conservators of the 
River Thames; Great Western and Great Western and Brentford Railway 
Companies ;—against the East Lonpon WaTER (VARiovs Powers), from 
Enfield District Local Board of Health; Corporation of the City of London 
and Charles Bradlaugh;—against the Eron Gas, from owners, &c., in 
Eton, and Great Western Railway Company ;—against the GasLiGHT AND 
Coker Company, from North Metropolitan Railway Company; Corporation 
of the City of London; West Ham Local Board of Health; Commercial 
Road Trustees}; and Regent’s Canal Company;—against the Hampron 
Court Unirep Gas, from Thomas Newland Allen ;— against the 
IMPERIAL Gas, from the Acton District Local Board and others ; 
David M‘Intosh ; West Ham Local Board of Health; and Regent’s Canal 
Company ;—against the Keigntey Water, &c., from Aire and Calder 
Navigation Company and Messrs. Wallace and Carlisle ;—against the 
KirkKcaLpy AND Dysarr Warsr, from the Countess of Rothes, and 
| Honourable George Waldegrave Leslie ;—against the LEzEps CorPORATION 
WarER, from the Aire and Calder Navigation Company and Lord Londes- 
ey j—against the MANCHESTER CorroraATIoN WATER, &c., from the 
Hyde Local Board; Earl of Stamford and Warrington; and Earl of Wilton;— 
jagainst the PLymourH Corporation Waren, from Sir Massey Lopes, 
Bart.;—against the Sr. Heten’s Warer, from St. Helen’s Improvement 
Commissioners ;—against the SHEFFIELD WaTeR Consumers, from the 
Trustees of the Dukeof Norfolk,and Thomas K. Taplin ;—against the Sourn- 
PORT WATER, from the Southport Improvement Commissioners and the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company;—against the SrockrortT 
CorporATION WATER, from John Locke Stratton; Corporation of Man- 
chester; Honourable Algernon Egerton; and James Marshall;—against the 
Surron, SOUTHCOATES, AND | Gas, from the Corporation of 
Kingston-upon-Hull ;—against the WaLLAsEY IMPROVEMENT, from the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board;—against the WoLVERHAMPTON New 
Water, from the Corporation of Wolverhampton;—and against the 
Wootron Gas Burtt, from the Much Woolton Local Board. 





Tuxspay, Fes. 19. 


The Brycuey Gas Bill was read the first time. 

The CampripceE Gas Bill was reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the Ayr Water, from the Hon. Mrs, 
Cathcart; James ‘Baird and others;—against the BarnsLey Gas, from the 
Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway Com ays the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway Company; and the Midland Rai way Saag oe — 
against the BrInGLEY EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT, from the idland 
Railway Company ;—against the BIRKENHEAD IMPROVEMENT ComMis- 
SIONERS, from the Wallasey Local Board; the Higher Bebbington District 
Local Board; the Lower — District Local Board; and Robert 
Vyner;—against the Briertxy Hinz, Quarry Bank, &c., [mpROVEMENT,|, 
from ratepayers, owners, &c., of property liable to be rated;—against the 
Dartrorp WATER, from the Kent Water-Works Company; William Rey- 
nolds and others;—against the DewsBury, BATLEY, AND HECKMONDWIKE 
Water, from the South Yorkshire Railway and River Dun Company; the 
Barnsley Local Board of Health; and the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lin- 
colnshire Railway Company ;—against the DunpEg Gas, from the Provost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council of Dundee;—against the DunpEzE New 
Gas, from the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of Dundee ;—against 
the East Lonpon Water (THames SupPty), fromthe Vestry of Paddington; 
the Great Northern Railway Company; the Vestry of Sunbury; the Sun- 
bury Highway Surveyors; the voy. of Kensington; the London and South- 
Western Railway Liven sag John Fish Pownall and others; the Metropo- 
litan Railway Company; Richard Nicholson; the Tottenbam and Hampstead 
Junction Railway Company; the Great Eastern Railway Company; the 
London and North-Western and Great Western Railway Companies; 
and the Midland Railway a my: the East Lonpon WATER 
(Various Powers), from William Delano; the Tottenham Local Board 
and others; Richard Hunt; Richard Hunt and ——_ Briscoe Gamman; 
Samuel Richard Bosanquet and others; Richard Nicholson; the Great 
Eastern Railway Company; and the Trustees of the River Lea;—against the 
Eron Gas, from the Provost and College of Eton; the Rev. John William 
Hantrey; and Edmond Warre;—against the GAsLIGHT AND CoKE Com- 
PANY, from the East London Water-Works Company ; the Victoria Docks 
Gas Company; the Whitechapel District Board of Works; the Commis- 
sioners of Sewers for the Levels of Havering, &c.; the Metropolitan Board 
of Works; the Woolwich District Local Board of Health; the Grand Junc- 
tion Canal Company; the Trustees of the River Lea; and the Conservators 
of the River Thames;—against the Hampton Court Unrrep Gas, from the 
Hampton Wick Local Board;—against the HEywoop ImprovEMENT, from 
Joseph Fenton and others;—against the Imper1at Gas, from the Vestry of 
the Parish of St. Marylebone; the East London Water-Works Company; 
the Vestry of Paddington; the Commissioners of Sewers for the Levels of 
Havering; the Vestry of Paddington; the Grand Junction Canal Company; 
the Trustees of the River Lea; the London and North-Western Railway Com- 

y; and the Conservators of the River Thames;—against the KEIGHLEY 

ATER, &c., from the Corporation of Bradford; George Lane Fox; John 
Brigg and others; the Duke of Devonshire; Francis John Lace; Keighley 
and Worth Valley Railway Company; William England; and the Midland 
Railway Company ;—against the KirKcALDY AND Dysart WATER, from the 
inhabitants and ratepayers of Kirkcaldy, &c.;—against the LEEps CorPora- 
TION WATER, from the Corporation of Bradford; George Lane Fox; the 
Earl of Harewood; Lady Franklin Russell; Francis Hawksworth Fawkes; 
owners, &c., of land, and inhabitants of the valleys of the rivers Washburn 
and Wharfe; and the London and North-Western Railway Company ;— 

inst the MANCHESTER CoRPORATION WATER, &c., from the Corporation 
of Ashton-under-Lyne and the Corporation of Stockport;—against the 
Motp Gas AND WATER, from the London and North-Western Railway 
Company ;—against the NEwcasTLE-UPON-TYNE AND GATESHEAD GaAs, 
from the Corporation of Gateshead; the Walker and Wallsend Union Gas 
Company; and the Jarrow Local Board of Health;—against the OrLey 
Loca Boarp, from Bertie Markland ;—against the PETERBOROUGH WATER, 
from the Great Northern Railway Company and the Midland Railway 
Company ;—against the PuymourH Corporation Water, &c., from the 
Plymouth Dock Water-Works Company;—against the RocuEstEr, CHAT- 
HAM, AND Stroop Gas, from the Wardens and Commonalty of Rochester 
Bridge;—against the Sr. HELEN’s Water, from the London and North- 
Western Railway Company ;—against the SaLrorp Borovaen, from the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company; owners, &c., of collieries, 
&c., in Salford, &c.; Midland and other railway companies; the Hon- 
ourable Algernon Egerton (for self and co-trustees under the will of the 
late Duke of Bridgewater); and the London and North-Western Railway 
Company ;—against the SHEFFIELD WaTeR (AMENDMENT), from the pro- 
moters of the Sheffield Water Consumers Bill, and inhabitants of Sheffield; 
South Yorkshire Railway and River Dun Company ;—against the SHEFFIELD 
WatTER Consumers, from the Ecclesfield and Bradford Highway Board; 
Samuel Fox; Wadsley Langeet, &c., Road Trustees; and owners, &c., of 
mills, &c.;—against the SourHrorr Warer, from the Ormskirk Local 
Board and the Midland Railway Company ;—against the Sourn SHIELDS 
Gas, from the Corporation of South Shields; the Jarrow Local Board of 
Health; and owners, &c., of property in Jarrow district;—against the 
SouTHWARK AND VAUXHALL WATER, from the Conservators of the River 
Thames ;—against the SrockrorT CorPoRATION Water, from John Side- 
botham; Francis Charles Jodrell; Frederic Arkwright and others; William 
John Leigh; owners, &c.; millowners, &c.; the Stockport District Water- 
Works Company; John Marsland Lingard (as trustee of the will of the late 
William Nicholson); the London and North-Western Railway Company; 
the Midland Railway Company; the Manchester and Buxton Turnpike 
Road Trustees; and the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway 
Company ;—against the TyNEMouTH PaRIsH Gas, from the Corporation of 
Tynemonth and the Duke of Northumberland ;—against the WALLASEY|! 
IMPROVEMENT, from the London and North-Western and Great Western|| 
Railway Companies; the Birkenhead Improvement Commissioners; and 
owners, &c., in the district of the Wallasey Local Board;—and against the 
Wootton Gas Bills, from the London and North-Western Railway 
Company. 


WeEpnEspDAY, Fes. 20. 
The CAMBRIDGE Gas Bill, was read the first time. 


TuHurspAy, Fes. 21. 
The East Lonpon Water (THAMES Suppty), and the East Lonpox 
Water (Various Powers), were read a second time, and committed. 
The GAsSLIGHT AND CoKE CoMPANy, and the ImprerrAt Gas Bills, were 
read a second time. 
Petitions were deposited against the DunpgEz Gas and DunprE New Gas 
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i Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of Dundee ;— 
va roe the eemenen Gas AND WATER Bills, from Henry Morgan 
Vane and others. , 

GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANYS BILL. 
r moved that this Bill be read a second time. 

Me, toe Lewis said he would agree to the motion, on the under- 
standing that it was to be referred to a hybrid committee. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY'S BILL. 

Mr. C. Foster moved that the Bill be read a second time. 

Mr. H. Lewis said, on the understanding that this Bill was also referred 
to a select committee, he would consent to its being read a second time ; 
but it was of a very objectionable character. 

Mr. C. Foster: The same reference as the other Bill. 

The Bill was then read a second time. 





Fripay, Fes. 22. 
The Enrixtp Gas Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
METROPOLIS GAS BILL. 
Sir Srarrorp Nortrucore moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend 
‘the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and to make further provision for regulating 
the supply of gas to the metropolis; and for other purposes connected 
herewith. 

f The motion was agreed to, and the Bill was brought in and read a first 
h neitien was deposited against the TrsemouTH Parisu Gas, from the 
North Shields Water-Works Company, and the Walker and Wallsend Union 
Gas Company. 





SaturpDAyY, Fes. 23. 2 

East London WATER (Various Powers).—A petition was deposited 
from Messrs. Hunter, Gwatkin, and Hunter for dispensing with Standing 
Order 129 in the case of the petition of Philip William Mure and William 
Thomas Henry Strange. “ , 

A petition was deposited against East Lonpon Warer (VARIOUS 
Powers), from Philip ,William Mure and William Thomas Henry 
Strange. 





Monpay, Fes. 25. 

The CamBrinpGe Gas; CRICKHOWELL GAS AND WATER; SHEFFIELD 
Water (NEw Works); and the Wipnes Gas, WATER, AND ImPROVE- 
MENT Bills ; were read a second time, and committed. : 

The WeymoutH Consumers Gas.—A petition was deposited for dis- 
me with the Standing Orders, from consumers of gas and inhabitants of 

eymouth, &c. 





Tuespay, Fes. 26. 

The Wermoutu Consumers Gas.—The Standing Orders Committee 
report that the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with, and that the 
yparties be permitted to proceed with their Bill. 

A petition was deposited against the SuEFFIELD WATER (NEw Works) 
Bill, from George Eadon. 





Wepnespbay, Fes. 27. 
The Sovrnport ImpROVEMENT (WATER) Bill was read a second time, 
and committed. 
A petition was deposited against the Wipnes Gas, WATER, AND Im- 
PROVEMENT Bill, from Thomas Melling. 





Tuurspay, Fes. 28. 

The Weymoutn Consumers Gas Bill was read the first time. 

The East Lonpon Water, &c., Bills were referred to the Select Com- 
mittee. 

Petitions were deposited against the SuHerFrELD WATER (New Works), 
from Edward Cayley and James Campey Laycock (as trustees under the 
will of William Fenton, deceased) ;—against the SourHport IMPROVEMENT 
(Water), from the Earl of Derby and the Ormskirk Local Board of 
Health ;—and against the Wipes Gas, WATER, AND IMPROVEMENT Bills, 
from the St. Helen’s Improvement Commissioners. 





Fripay, Marcu 1. 

Petitions were deposited against the CampripGe Gas, from the London 
and North-Western Railway Company ;—against the SHEFFIELD WATER 
(New Works), from the South Yorkshire Railway and River Dun Com- 
pany; Corporation of Doncaster; Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire 
Railway Company; Rev. Charles Walter Hudson; promoters of Sheffield 
Water Consumers Bill; and from owners, &c., in Sheffield;—against the 
Soutnport ImprovEMENT (WATER), from the Southport Water-Works 
Company ;—against the Wipnes Gas, WATER, AND IMPROVEMENT Com- 
PANY, from the London and North-Western Railway Company ;—against 
the Barnystey Gas, from the Barnsley Canal and Aire and Calder Naviga- 
tion Companies;—against the Eron Gas, from owners, &c., in Eton;— 
against the NewCASTLE-UPON-TYNE AND GATESHEAD Gas, from the Jarrow 
Local Board of Health;—and against the SourH SHrexDs Gas Bills, from 
owners, &c., of property in Jarrow District. 

GAS AND WATER BILLS. 

Colonel Witson ParrTeEN said during the present session there were very 
few private bills before the House, and it had, therefore, been suggested that 
the gas and water bills might be be referred to the referees for them to make 
areport. This, of course, had not hitherto been the case, but the present 
session afforded a favourable opportunity for trying the experiment, and they 
would see how it worked. The only objection that had been raised to the 
plan was that the referees had already plenty of work, but as the present 
session was likely to be an exceptional one with regard to the small number 
of private bills, no more favourable opportunity could be presented for try- 
ing the experiment. He moved—“ That it be an instruction to the commit- 
tee of selection that it has power to refer every gas and water bill of the 
present session, except those relating to the metropolis, against which a 
petition indorsed for hearing before the referees has been presented, to the 
Court of Referees instead of to a eommittec of the House, with power to the 
referees to inquire into the whole subject-matter of the bill, and to report 
thereon to the House.” 

Mr. WaLpeGrave Lesiie suggested that all unopposed bills should go 
before the referees. 

The motion was then put, and agreed to. 








Regai intelltgence. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. 
Fripay, Fre. 22. 
(Before Mr. Hau, Chief Clerk.) 
Re COLONIAL AND GENERAL GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The adjourned summons in this case for enforcing payment of a call on 
twenty-six shares, standing in the name of Mr. William Riddell, advertising 
agent, of Crosby Hall Chambers, came on for hearing this day, Asummons 
by Mr. Riddell to have his name removed from the list of shareholders came 





on at the same time, and was taken first, the decision of the first-named one |} 


depending upon it. 


r. Davis appeared for the official liquidator, and Mr. Tayxox for Mr. . 


Riddell. ‘ 

Mr. TAYLOE read an affidavit by Mr. Riddell, stating that he had been 
applied to to undertake the advertising of the company, on the understanding 
that he was to be paid in cash, and he so advertised it to the extent of £600. 


In September, 1864, he forwarded his account to the company, and was sub- |) 
sequently solicited to take payment, partly in cash and partly in shares, | 


which he consented to do. e received the sum of £100 cash on account, 
and the certificates for the shares. He had subsequently sold all the shares, 
those in question being sold to Mr. J. C. Hughes, to whom he executed 
the transfer in the usual way, and delivered it. The next affidavit was 
made by Mr. J. E. Wilson, stating that Mr. Hughes had admitted to him 
that the shares were duly transferred to him (Mr. Hughes), and the transfer 
left by him at the offices of the company to be registered, and that he should 
not, and could not, object to being made a contributory of the company in 
respect of the said shares. There was also an affidavit by Mr. Mendham. 


late secretary to the company, stating that in September, 1865, Mr. Riddell | 


had applied to him to know if any shares were standing in his name, to 
which inquiry he wrote a reply, stating that twenty-six shares were still in 
his name. Shortly afterwards a transfer of those twenty-six shares, duly 
executed, was delivered to him by the transferee for registration, and it must 
have been entirely from accident that this was not done. He knew that the 
directors had never refused to register or to ee of the transfer; he be- 
lieved the transfer was somewhere among the books and papers of the com- 
pany, and he had not considered Mr. Riddell a shareholder since the date of 
the transfer. : re 

Mr. Davis said he should prefer being allowed not to go into his evidence 
until after Mr. Tayloe had opened his case. : 

Mr. Tax1oz said he did not object, if he were allowed an opportunity of 
repl aoe the case made by his friend, 

This ing agreed to, si 

Mr. TAYLOE proceeded to argue his case by laying down three propositions, 
the first being that the court was not bound by the register of transfers, but 
was at liberty to put the equitable owner of the shares on the list. In support 
of this he cited Ward’s case, as reported in the 2nd Law Reports, Equity 
Cases, p. 226. The second proposition was, that if the directors had not had 
the opportunity of accepting or rejecting the transfer, the transferee could 
not insist upon his name being taken off the list of contributories or the 
register of shareholders. In support of this he cited Head’s case, in the 
Contract Corporation Company, 3 Law Reports, p. 84. In this case it was 
held that the transferor having executed the transfer two years before the 
date of the winding up, and having taken no steps to procure its registration, 
could not, after the winding-up order, have his name removed. White’s 
case was of the same character. 

After a brief conversation upon these two points, 

Mr. TaYLok said he came next to the case upon which he relied—viz., 
Nation’s case, in the Joint-Stock Discount Company, Law Reports, vol. 3, 
p- 77. In this case the transfer had been executed by both parties, and left 
at the office for registration. It was approved by the directors on the 28th 
of February, 1866, and according to the usual practice. would have been 
confirmed on the Ist of March, and registered, but this was not done, and a 
resolution being come to on the 3rd of March, that no transfer then in the 
office should be registered without the express sanction of the directors, it 
was not registered at all. It was held that as the transfer was not registered 
on the Ist of March, there was unnecessary delay, and that the subse- 
quent resolution of the 3rd of March could not affect a transfer which ought 
to have been previously registered on the Ist, and that the transferor was 
entitled to be in the same position as if the transfer had been registered on 
the Ist of March, and that he could not, therefore, be placed on the list of 
contributories. 

The Curer CLERK said they were not considering the case of a list of con- 
tributories. 

Mr. Tayo said the cases he had cited applied to the register of share- 
holders as well as to a list of contributories. There was no decision to pre- 
vent the transferee being put on the register as the equitable owner of 
the shares, Ward’s case showed that the court was not absolutely bound by 
the register. 

The Curer Clerk : You need not labour that point. 

Mr. TaYLoE said that Nation’s case showed that where there had been any 
unnecessary delay on the part of the directors to register the transfer the 
court would do what the directors ought to have done—take the transferor’s 
name off the register, and substitute that of the transferee. 

Mr. Davis thought there was a difference between the case of a contribu- 
tory and a shareholder. 

The Cuter CLERK said he thought the same principle applied to both. 
The facts appeared to be these, that Mr. Riddell transferred the shares and 
handed over the certificates more than twelve months before the winding-up 
order, and the transferee took the transfer to the office, but by some acci- 
dent the registration had never been made. 

Mr. Davis said it was not registered; he objected to its being called an 
accident. The transferor ought to have taken steps to see that the transfer 
was registered. 

Mr. TaYLoe said his case was simply this, that both transferor and 











transferee had taken all necessary steps in the matter, and its not being 
done was either an act or the default of the directors, for which he could 
not be answerable. 

The Cuter CLERK : I suppose all the calls were paid up to the time of the 
transfer. 

Mr. Davis said he believed that was so. 

The Curer CLerK asked what were the affidavits in reply. 

Mr. Davis stated the effect of the affidavits he had filed, the first being 
his own, the principal point in which was that the transferor had personally 
stated to him that he had been adjudicated a bankrupt. 

The Curer Crerk said that being after the date of the alleged transfer, 
would not affect the question. 

Mr. Davis continued that he had several times inspected the whole 
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books, papers, and documents in the custody of the liquidator, but had 
never seen any such transfer as was alleged had been left at the office, nor 
had the certificates of the shares referred to been cancelled. He also pro- 
duced several meee and lists of shares in the handwriting of Mr. Mend- 
ham, in which Mr. Riddell appeared as the owner of the shares in question. 
There was also the agenda paper for the board meeting on the Ist of Nov., 
1866, with the clause ‘‘ transfer from Wm. Riddell to J. C. Hodges, nega- 
tived.” He also produced a copy of a letter which he had addressed to Mr, 
Tayloe, informing him that he should require him to produce evidence to 
show that Mr. Riddell had teen never treated as a shareholder, directly or 
indirectly, since the date of the alleged transfer in September, 1865. 

Ry . aa CierK asked if there was nothing in the minute-book 
about it. 

Mr. Davis said there was not. 

Mr, Taytoe said he should have something to say in reply. 


before him, he should ask to have the summons adjourned, in order that he 
might cross-examine Mr. Mendham on the facts stated in his affidavit. 
There was an affidavit by Mr. Snell, the official liquidator, to the effect that 
Mr. Mendham had delivered to him all the papers which he said were in his 
possession referring to the company’s affairs, and that he had caused a dili- 
gent search to be made for the transfer which was alleged to have been left 
at the office; but, although all the other transfers executed by Mr. Riddell 
were found, the one referred to could not be found. He also stated that 
from the apers referred to above, in the handwriting of Mr. Mendham, he 
believed the directors had always considered Mr. Riddell to be a shareholder. 
Mr. Davis was about to argue his case, when 
The Cuter Cuerk said that, if Mr. Mendham was to be cross-examined, 
he would rather not express any opinion until the whole evidence was 
before him, and, therefore, he would not trouble Mr. Davis. 
Mr. Tayiox submitted that the case ought to be at once decided. He had 
not replied to those affidavits. 

The Cuter CLERK did not see that there was ay to reply to. The 
| case would probably go further, and he should decline giving any opinion 
on the merits until the whole evidence was placed before him. 
Mr. Davis said his case was that, through Mr. Riddell’s negligence, the 
jtransfer was lost and never registered, and that between the date of the 
jalleged transfer and the winding up Mr. Riddell must have received in 
\some way notice that he was still considered a shareholder in the company. 

The Curer CLERK: Do you go so far as to say that it is the duty of the 
transferor to see that the transfer is registered ? 
| Mr. Davis said it was a question of time. Here thirteen months had 
jeleperd, during which Mr. Riddell. must have been treated as a shareholder, 
jand it was his duty to see that any error was rectified before the winding 
jup. Whatever claim he had was against the transferee. He submitted that 
|the 35th section only referred to cases before a winding up. 

The Cuter CLERK could not agree with that view. 

Mr. Davis said another point rested on Nation’s case. In that case it 
appeared that the non-registration was the fault of the directors, but here, 











.j on the evidence—— 


The Curer CLERK thought it appeared on the evidence that the transfer 
jwas left at the office to be registered, and that the secretary could not 
jaccount for why it was not. 

}, Mr. Davis said he should wish in that case to have the summons ad- 
journed, in order that he might cross-examine Mr. Mendham. 
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After some further conversation, the summons was adjourned accordingly. 


i 
Fripay, Marcu 1. 


(Before Vice-Chancellor Mains.) 


| Re CONTINENTAL GAS AND WATER COMPANY. 


Two petitions had been presented for the winding up of this company, 
and had been adjourned from time to time. 

Mr. Caupicorr said he appeared for a large creditor, who had presented a 
ipetition fora compulsory order to wind up. He was now instructed to 
withdraw the petition, a resolution having been passed for a voluntary 
winding up. e understood, however, that there were certain parties 
before the court to oppose any order being made, and as a party who pre- 
sented a petition and then withdrew it was or might be subject to pay the 


j/costs of opposing parties, he must add that he was simply instructed to 


| withdraw the petition, and was not instructed to consent to the payment of 
any costs. He should like, therefore, to ask his friend whether he would 
require payment of his costs. : 

Mr. Karsiake, Q.C., said he appeared for a very large creditor, who 
would have presented a petition himself had he not believed that this was a 
bond fide petition which would be prosecuted, and that he would get the 
benefit of the order which was made upon it. He did not want a compul- 
sory order, but a voluntary winding up under the supervision of the court. 

Mr. Cauprcorrt said that on the 4th of February there was a resolution 
passed appointing a liquidator under a voluntary winding up. 

The Vick-CHanceLton: If you have arranged to withdraw the petition, 
it is a pity that you did not also arrange for the payment of costs. 

Mr. Kars.akg said it must be for the benefit of the shareholders to have 
an order made for a voluntary winding up under supervision, which would 
merely involve an examination in his honour’s chambers into any matters 
which might be deemed necessary. His case was that a collusive liquidator 
had been appointed, and he only wanted a liquidator appointed whom the 
court was satisfied was a proper person. He therefore submitted that an 
order should be made on both petitions to continue the voluntary liquida- 
tion under the supervision of the court. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: Do you object to that, Mr. Caldicott > 

Mr. Cauprcortr said he did not know that there was any absolute rule of 
practice in cases where a party presented a petition that afterwards did not 
wish to press it forward, whether parties who attended to support it were 
entitled to carry it forward. He would leave that point in his honour’s 
hands, and he believed there had been a decision upon it in the court of 
Vice-Chancellor Stuart. 

The Vice-CHancettor: Mr. Karslake says that if it had not been for 
your petition he should have presented one on his own behalf. 

Mr. Karstaksz called his honour’s attention to the case of the Wiltshire 
Iron Company, in which his honour had been engaged, before Vice-Chan- 
cellor Stuart, and where his honour had been mainly iniluenced in making an 
order which otherwise he would probably have refused, by the fact of a 
large independent creditor appearing in support who would, but for the 
petition, have presented one on his own account. 

Mr. Wiaorns said he pees for the company, and he was instructed 
that all the principal shareholders—in fact, every one with the exception of 
Mr. Karslake’s client—were satisfied with a voluntary winding up. <A reso- 
lution had been passed—— 





Mr. Davis said that if the chief clerk were against him on the evidence 





The Vice-CHANCELLOR : Since the presentation of the petition. 


Mr. Wicerns said it was very important for the interests of the company 
that the liquidation should not be carried on under supervision, in conse- 
quence of their having certain foreign property which might be injuriously | 
affected. If, therefore, the petition were pressed, he should oppose it on/ 
behalf of the er. 

Mr. Karstaxx said that possibly his client would be satisfied if there wane] 
money enough to discharge his claim, as he believed was alleged. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR asked what was the amount of the claim; was it 
a substantial claim. } 

Mr. Karsiake said there was no doubt of that. The undisputed facts | 
were these : he was brought there on a petition presented by Mr. Caldicott, | 
verified by affidavit ; and by a most righteous rule of the court, if another | 
party presented a petition, it would be at the risk of costs. He suggested 
now, therefore, that no order should be made upon the petitions, and that 
the liquidator should pay his costs of appearing; then if at any future time | 
his client were dissatisfied, he could present a petition. | 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said Mr. Karslake appeared to be in the same | 

osition as if he had been served with the petition, when, of course, he would 
——- to his costs of appearing. What did Mr. Caldicott propose | 
0 do? 

Mr. Catprcotr: I can only repeat what I have already said to your} 
honour, that Iam instructed to withdraw the petition; but Iam not in- || 
structed to withdraw it if it involves the payment of anybody’s costs, 1] 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: Mr. Karslake asks for his costs; he is properly | 
here, and he must have his costs. If you withdraw a bill you must pay the | 
costs of all the parties who have been served with the bill, and you have 
done the same thing practically by the issue of the advertisement } 

Mr. Catpicorr: If anybody asks for costs, I am not instructed to with- | 
draw the petition, and so I suppose I must open it. 

Mr. Exuis: I appear for Mr. Lambert, the largest trade creditor. I have 
no interest in opposing a voluntary winding up, or any order which the 
court may think proper to make. I simply ask for my costs, out of what-! 
ever fund they are to come—from the official liquidator or from the 
petitioner. 

Mr. Wicerns : I appear for the am. and we are so thoroughly con- | 
vinced that the property will be ruined by any other course being adopted | 
than a voluntary winding up, and preserved by a voluntary winding up, | 
that if your honour thinks fit to make no order except that the costs of the|| 
liquidator be paid out of the assets, I shall be satisfied. | 

r. CaLpicoTT suggested there should be no order, except that the costs | 
of all parties be paid. 

The Vice-Cuancettor: That the costs of all parties be paid by the|| 


lt 
| 








liquidator ? 
{r. Caupicorr: If the costs of all parties are to come} out of ,the estate, || 
well and good. 

The Vice-CHANcELLor: There will be then no order, except that the} 
official liquidator pay the costs of all parties properly appearing (the taxing || 
master will decide that) out of the estate. 1| 

Mr. Wiaarns: I do not know whether it would be more convenient to |! 
continue the voluntary liquidation, or simply to make no order. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: What would be the objection to continuing aj; 
voluntary order under supervision ? 

Mr. Wiaarns: I should be prepared to show your honour that that course | 
would be most perilous to the interests of the shareholders. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: That is quite sufficient. 1 

Mr. Kars“ake: It is not customary to make an order continuing a 
voluntary liquidation except under supervision. 

The Vick-CuaNcELLoR: There will be no order on that point. 

Mr. Burt: I think I am entitled to a special direction as to costs. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: There will be only one set of costs. If you, 
choose to come here in a legion without making an arrangement amongst 
yourselves you must take the consequences. 

Mr. Burt thought his case was outside of the general rule; he appeared 
for a large body of creditors. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR: Have the creditors met and appointed you their 
representative ? | 

Mr. Burt: A large body of them have. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR: I cannot allow that, unless there bas been a | 
general meeting duly convened. That is the proper method, and then you 
appear by one solicitor and one set of counsel. 

Mr. Catpicort said there was one set of creditors opposing 
set supporting the petition. He supposed each must have a 
because they could not be represented by the same counsel. 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR said he really did not know what was the rule in 
such cases. 

Mr. KarstakeE said he believed the creditors who opposed would have 
their costs. 

Mr. Wiacrxs said he believed the practice was settled, and if the order 
were made in the usual way there would be no difficulty. He believed the 
general practice was that those who supported got no costs, but those who 
opposed got one set of costs. 

‘The Vick-CHANCELLOR : It seems reasonable enough, because those who 
support ought to have sufficient confidence in the case of the petitioner. 

Mr. Karstake said if this petition had gone on he would have had the 
benefit of the order, and the fact of the petition being presented had stopped 
him. He came there expecting to read his friend’s affidavit and support it, 
and was he to pay his own costs ? 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR: Has any case occurred in which this distinction 
has been drawn ? 

Mr. Catpricorr: As I understand it, this is how the matter is arranged: 
the voluntary liquidator comes forward, and, for the sake of peace and to 
put a stop to further litigation, says he is willing to pay what the court may 
consider a reasonable set of costs, - 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR said it appeared reasonable that there should be 
an additional set of costs in this case, but he did not know whether the, 
practice had been settled. | 

Mr. Catpicorr: There is the case of the European Banking Company, | 
where the petition was withdrawn with the assent of the voluntary 
liquidator. | 

The Vice-CHANCELLOR said as this seemed a matter of arrangement, under |! 
the particular circumstances, those who opposed should have one set of costs) | 
and those who supported another. This was not to apply as a general rule. ' 

Mr. Jostan SMiru said he appeared for a creditor who supported a part of 
the petition. |! 

The Vice-CHanceLLon: You must be treated then as one of those who) 
oppose, and there will be one set of costs amongst you. 





and another 
set of costs, 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 
GUILDHALL, TUESDAY, FEB. 26. 
(Before Chief Justice Bovitt and a Special Jury.) 
GRIFFITHS v. CITY OF LONDON GAS COMPANY. 


Browne, Q.C., and Mr. F. M. Wurre for the defendants. _ : 

This was an action to recover damages for very serious injuries sustained 
by the plaintiff through an explosion of gas in Turnagain Lane, Snow Hill, 
on the 6th of August last. The plaintiff was a porter in Farringdon Marict, 
and as he was passing some premises in Turnagain Lane on the day in ques- 


for the Holborn Viaduct, an explosion of gas took place in the basement, and 
blew out some gates with great violence against the plaintiff and another 
passenger, Mr. George Reynolds, who were passing at the time. Both of 


a state of profound shock, but not senseless. The hip bone was found to be 
broken, and a piece of the bone, about 2 inches in breadth, was knocked off. 





he must have been struck with immense force to have produced such an 
injury. Under the care of Mr. Heck, the house-surgeon, the case progressed 
very favourably, and after eight weeks the plaintiff left the hospital. Mr. 
Heck was of opinion that the local injury was now in a good state of repair, 
but as to the plaintiff’s general health, it would be a very long period before 
he would recover from the shock. Upon the question whether the accident 
had occurred through the negligence of the defendants, several witnesscs 
were examined. A fireman, who examined the vault after the explosion, 
found a piece of gas-pipe projecting through the wall for 3 feet, and a piece 
of the pipe had been broken off, and gas was escaping. He stopped the pipe 
with clay. A gas-fitter in Turnagain Lane said that there was a stop- 
cock on the pipe in the roadway, opposite the spot where the explesion 
took place, and on the Thursday before the accident he saw some of the 
defendants men disconnecting the gas-pipe leading to the vault. He spoke 
to them, and asked them why they did not turn the gas off before they dis- 
connected the pipe, but they said that they knew their business. From this 
time until the accident it was alleged there was a terrible smell of gas, and 
the witness communicated with the police upon the matter. After the acci- 
dent he saw the defendants men take away the meter from the vault, and 
they then opened the ground and stopped the pipe in a proper manner, and 
they also took away the stop-cock. The company’s inspector was on the 
spot when the meter was taken away. Several other witnesses were ex- 
amined as to the company’s men having been at work on the spot, and the 
escape of gas perceived afterwards. One of the witnesses, Mr. Allen, when 
passing through the lane on Saturday, the 4th of August, smelt the gas, 
and having himself previously suffered from an explosion, he made inquiries 
as to which company’s gas it was, and he went afterwards to the defendants 
office, and mentioned the matter to a gentleman there, who said it should 
be attended to. 
Mr. Browne, in addressing the jury for the defence, pointed out several 
inconsistencies in the evidence of the plaintiff’s witnesses, and then pro- 
ceeded to give his version of the cause of the accident. He said it was quite 
true that the company had a pipe entering the vault from the street, to 
which the meter was attached; but, towards the latter end of 1865, the 
house which formerly stood above this vault was pulled down for the Holborn 
Valley Improvement, and the company, anxious to prevent any leakage of 
gas, sent some men on that occasion to take away the service-pipe in this 
vault. These men opened up the ground, removed, as they supposed, the 
service-pipe in question, and stopped up the hole in the main. Through 
some strange and unaccountable error, however, it afterwards turned out 
that the pipe they removed was what was called a ‘‘ blind pipe,’ and not 
the one which communicated with the meter, so that they actually 
left the supply of gas to the vault uninterrupted—a fact of which the com- 
pany were altogether unconscious. The witnesses for the plaintiff had, as 
e (Mr. Browne) was prepared to prove, fallen into a great error in stating 
that the company’s men were at work taking away a pipe from the front of 
the vault on the Thursday before the accident, and he would show that they 
had not hada man upon the premises for months before. No doubt the 
witnesses had mistaken the men employed by the contractor on the im- 
provement works for the men employed by the gascompany. A witness 
would be called to prove that, immediately after the explosion, he removed 
the service-pipe from the vault, and that there was no stop-cock upon it, 
which was an unusual thing with the pipes of this company, therefore 
the evidence of the plaintiff’s witness on this point was wrong. After 
the supply of gas to the vault was supposed to be discontinued in. De- 


to the vault for the purpose, but they were told there was no necessity for 
doing so, as the vault would remain untouched. If they had been permitted 
to remove the meter, of course the error in stopping the blind pipe would 
have been discovered, and the accident averted. In opposition to the plain- 
tiff’s case, evidence would be given to show that, so lately as the Friday 
before the accident, persons who were in this vault discovered no escape of 
gas. On the Saturday, a smell of gas was perceived in the adjoining vault, 
and it was believed by the company that, at that time, some person had 
stolen the leaden pipe connected with the meter. In consequence of this 
smell of gas, the contractor’s workmen were cautioned not to go into the 
vault with a light. One of the men, however, neglected this warning, and 
hence the explosion. When the gas company’s men subsequently went to 
the spot, it was discovered that some thief had taken away about 8 feet of 
leaden pipe, and the brass cock attached thereto, as well as the dial-plate and 
indicating apparatus of the meter, so that the gas would escape freely into 
the vault. In answer to the evidence of the witness Allen, the comp!aint- 
book of the company would be produced to show that, on the Saturday before 
the accident, there was no record of any escape being reported at the office ; 
and it was clear that, if such a complaint had been made, the company, for 
their own sakes, would at once have applied a remedy. On the question of 
law, the learned counsel submitted that the gas company could not be held 
liable, inasmuch as, but for the act of some one else, no explosion could have 
taken place. 

Chief Justice Bovrix said the real cause of the accident was the error 
of the company in removing the wrong pipe from the cellar. 

Mr. Browne said the gas was stopped off at the meter by the brass cock, 
and but for the act of the thief who removed the cock and the lead-pipe no 
explosion would have occurred. There was also the act of another wrong- 
doer contributing to the accident—the act of the man who went into the 
vault with a light after being cautioned. A case had recently been decided 
upon this point. 

Chief Justice Bovrii inquired whether the learned counsel referred to the 
Saville House case. 


= 
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Mr. Browne said he did not, but to a case in which the defendant left a 


| dangerous machine in the market-place for sale without fastening the || 


Mr. Laxton and Mr. Kemp appeared for the plaintiff; Mr. JosErn | 


tion, which had been almost wholly removed for the purpose of making way | 


them were taken to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and, of course, received | 
every care in that institution. When the plaintiff arrived there he was in | 


The plaintiff was a very muscular man, and the medical evidence was that | 





cember, 1865, the company were desirous to remove the meter, and made | 
more than one application to the contractor on the works for admission | 





handle. Two children passing began to play with the machine, and one of | 
them in consequence had his fingers crushed. It was held that though the 
accident would not have occurred if the defendant had tied the handle, he || 
was not responsible, inasmuch as the immediate cause of the injury was the | 
turning of the handle by the other child. 

Chief Justice Bovitt said the distinction in that case was that the | 
plaintiff had no right to touch the machine; but surely a person had a right | | 
to go with a light into a dark cellar. 1] 

Mr. Browne said he was in a position to prove that the man who did so 
had been previously warned by the foreman of the works, and if he had | 
heeded that warning no explosion would have occurred. 

Chief Justice Bovrt1 said unless the learned counsel was in a position to! 
alter the fact stated by the last witness, that the company had notice on the 
Saturday of the escape of gas, which they did not ae to remedy it, he could |; 
not doubt what the opinion of the jury would be. | 

Mr. Browne said he could not possibly identify the person to whom the} 
complaint was made. The witness believed it to have been the secretary, | 
but that gentleman had not the slightest recollection of the circumstance, 
and the company’s book contained no record of it. 

Chief Justice Bovriu said no doubt that book was kept with great regu-| 
larity, but this was not in the nature of a complaint, but a simple notice to | 
the company by a disinterested person. The only thing Mr. Browne could || 
do was to prove that the man went into the vault with a light against the| | 
warning of the foreman. That would raise the point of law if it was theught | 
desirable to do so; but it seemed as though this was hardly a case for a! | 
point of law to be taken up, and that it would be better to communicate’ | 
with counsel on the other side. 

Mr. Browne, however, intimated that there being other cases arising 
out of this accident, he did not feel at liberty to withhold his evidence. 

Witnesses were then called to prove that at the time of the accident the) | 
vault was in the possession of the corporation for City improvements; that | 
when the former occupier left, the meter and fitting were in a perfectly safe | 
condition; that in the previous December the service-pipe was supposed to | | 
have been disconnected, and stopped off with an iron plug; that when the com- | | 
pany sent to remove the meter they could not obtain access to the vault; and | 
that after the accident it was discovered that the pipe stopped in December | | 
was a blind pipe, and that some person had recently severed the lead pipe | 
attached to the meter, and removed a considerable length of it, together with | 








the stop-cock. Theclerk of the works was called to prove that on the Friday | 
previously he was in the vault, and perceived no escape of gas, but that on 
the day of the explosion he smelt gas so strong that he cautioned the foreman | | 
not to allow any workmen to go into it. The foreman proved that he acted | 
on that caution, and the man who took the light into the vault, and was) 
unfortunately injured himself, deposed to the circumstances which led him | | 
to go there. He said he was cautioned to be careful, but when he went into | | 
the vault he did not smell the gas, and there was nothing to indicate to | | 
him that there was any escape. 

Chief Justice Bovrti remarked that with this evidence the last remaining | | 
point in the defendant’s case was knocked away. This was the act of a man 
who could not smell the gas, and went into the vault with a candle, upon 
which the explosion took place. | 

Mr. Browne submitted that he was clearly the cause of the accident. 

Chief Justice Bovinx said this was exactly what happened in the Saville 
House case, in which the company were held liable. 

The Secretary of the company was examined, and stated that he had on 
recollection of the witness, Allen, informing him of the escape on the pre- 
vious Saturday, that all complaints or notices of the kind received at the 
office were entered in a book, and that the invariable practice of the com- 
pany was to attend to such complaints immediately. 

Mr. Browne summed up the evidence for the defence, and Mr. LAxtox | 
replied upon the whole case. 

Chief Justicé Bovrtn summed up the case to the jury, and left it te them 
to determine whether the accident was caused through the negligence of the 
defendants. If so, they would award to the plaintiff such an amount of 
damages as would compensate him in some degree for the sufferings he had 
undergone, and the loss and expense to which he had been subjected. 

The jury deliberated for a short time, and then found a verdict for the 
plaintiil, with £150 damages. 





COURT OF BANKRUPTCY. 
Tuvurspay, Fes. 21. 
(Before Mr. Commissioner Hotroyn.) 
Re TOM ABERCROMBIE HEDLEY. 

This was an adjourned examination meeting. The bankrupt was sup- 
ported by Mr. Gzoree, solicitor. 

Mr. Wattincton: I understand that Mr. Reed is instructed to appear 
on behalf of the assignee. The solicitor is gone to swear an aflidavit, and 
will be here shortly. 

Mr. Beivamy having arrived, said: The examination of the bankrupt by 
an independent opposing creditor may possibly be taken first, in the absence 
of Mr. Reed. 

The CommissIoNER: Are you for the assignee > 

Mr. Betuamy: I am for the assignee. 

The Commissioner: Are there any objections to the bankrupt’s passing ? 

Mr, BeLtamy: Yes, your honour. Mr. Wallington is opposing here. 

The Commiss1IoNnER: You had better go on with the case; you are quite 
competent. 

Mr. Groner: The assignee is a creditor for £5, and the opposition is 
from a creditor, and therefore we had better take the creditor first. The 
opposition does not come from you, but from a creditor; therefore we had 
better have his statement. 

Mr. WauuLinGTon : I object to the bankrupt, your honour, on the ground 
that he has obtained money without any possible means of paying it. 

The Commissioner: That we have not got to yet. Is there any matter 
of account? Do you want any further time? 

Mr. Watiincton: No; I am not instructed to require any further time, 
and, so far as I am concerned, we require no further accounts. 

Mr. GrorcE: You are acreditor. When you say you are “ instructed,” 
for whom do you appear ? 

Mr. WaLuincTon : For the local board of Leamington. 

Mr. GrorGe: They are not creditors. 

Mr. WatiineTon: Yes, they are. They appear through me, and have 
proved their debt through me. 

Mr. GrorGeE: I have seen no proof of their debt. 

The Orricrat AssiGNEE: It is proved by Mr. Wallington as the clerk to 
the Local Board of Health of Leamington. 
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Mr. Gzorcer: There is money due to him. 
Mr. Waturneron: As clerk to the local board. I was clerk to the local 


ae and in that capacity I was sued. 


Mr. GeorcEe: But you are not now the clerk to the local board. I see 
you are dismissed. 

Mr. WatiineTon: I am not dismissed. I am the legal clerk to the 
local board of Leamington, and no dismissal has taken place, nor any inti- 
mation of a dismissal, 

Mr. GzorGE: A resignation ? 

Mr. WALLINGTON: That is something different to a dismissal. 

Mr. Grorce (reading from the JournaL or Gas Licutine): “At a 
recent special meeting of the board, there was a disgraceful uproar. The 
result has been the resignation of Mr. Wallington, the clerk of the board, 
who was the active agent in promoting the opposition to the gas company’s 
bill.” This is dated the 19th of February. 

Mr. Wa.ineTon : That is not correct. 

The Commiss1oNER: It appears that he proved the debt as clerk to the 
local board. He proves fora debt due to him as defendant in an action 
brought against him by the bankrupt, as clerk of the Local Board of 
Health—£154. That is the result of a judgment obtained by him against 
the bankrupt for costs incurred by him as their clerk—costs allowed on 
taxation. 

Mr. Grorce: Then I take this objection to his being heard. If he is 
the clerk to the local board, he must produce a power of attorney autho- 
rizing him to act. 

Mr, Watuineton : In the first place they are not a corporation, but a 
Local Board of Health. I am their registered officer, and my name appears 
in all actions and suits. 

The CommisstonER: There is no doubt as to that. 

Mr. Rerp: I appear, sir, in this case on behalf of the assignee. The 
assignee is a creditor fora small amount, and he states that there are 
certain matters which ought to be brought under the consideration of the 
court in dealing with the order of discharge. The case has been adjourned 
on one or two previous occasions, in order that certain accounts should be 
filed by the bankrupt, and it was eventually adjourned in order that we 
might, if we thought it necessary, deliver notice of our objections to those 
accounts. We cannot say that we are at all satisfied with them, inasmuch 
as in a very great measure they are wholly unvouched. It appears that the 
bankrupt kept no books of account. We proceed now to aod with the 
order of discharge, and I propose, with that view, to ask the bankrupt a 
few questions. Now, bankrupt, is it correct that you never kept any books 
in your business ? 








‘ — It is. There are people in the room who can prove it if you 
wish. 
Mr. Rerp: You had better answer the questions, unless you think your 
evidence is not worth credit. 
Mr. Grorce : I wish this examination to be taken down. | 
| The Orrictat AssiGN¥E (to Mr. Bellamy) : You must have it taken down. 





| Mr, Betutamy: There is a gentleman taking it down. 


4 


_ 


Mr. Reep: But he is not an officer of the court. 
(Shorthand-writer sent for.) 

The CommisstonErR (to Mr. Reed): Whatis the nature of your opposition ? 

Mr. Rrep: The nature of the opposition is that the bankruptcy is attribu- 
table to his not having kept books of account, and, in the words of the 
Statute, that he has contracted debts without reasonable expectation of being 
able to pay them. It is suggested that his insolvency is attributable to rash 
and hazardous speculations. How that will turn out I am not at present 
prepared to say, till I get more of his examination. He says that the cause 
of the insolvency is his inability to get in his accounts, but it is a singular 
fact that he has no accounts to get in. 

(Mr. Davidson, shorthand-writer, attended, and the examination 
was continued.) 

Mr. Rerp: Now, Mr. Hedley, you carried on business as a gas engineer 
and contractor > 

Bankrupt : I did. 

Mr. ReEep: Had you a place of business or a shop ? 

Bankrupt : No. 

Mr. ReEep: Had you a manvfactory? 

Bankrupt: No. 

Mr. Reep: Where did you carry on your business ? 

Bankrupt ; No. 28, Poultry. 

Mr. Reep: Then you had a place of business at 28, Poultry; were you 
in partnership at that place ? 

Bankrupt : Yes. 

Mr. Resp: When did your partnership begin ? 

Bankrupt : Some time in the early part of last year. 

Mr. Reep: In 1866? 

Bankrupt : Yes; 1866. 

Mr. REED: What was your partner’s name ? 

Bankrupt: Rea. 

Mr. Reep: Well, now, up to 1866, did you carry on the same business 
alone > 

Bankrupt : I did. 

Mr. ReEep: How long have you been in business ? 

Bankrupt : I have been for the last 30 years in business as a civil 
engineer, 

Mr. ReEep: Have you been in the same business or profession, whichever 
you like to call it, for some years? 
Bankrupt ; Twenty-five or thirty years. 
Mr. Reep: Prior to taking your partner in, some time in 1866, did you 
find yourself in difficulties > 
Bankrupt : No 
Mr. Reep: You do not mean to say that up to the time of taking a 
partner you were able to pay the debts you were owing ? 
Bankrupt : No; not if they had asked me, but I was not in difficulties— 
that is to say, I could have gone and got credit for £2000 or £3000, if I had 
wished to. 
Mr. Reep: It is better, perhaps, for those persons who were willing to 
give it that you did not ask for it, Now, then, were you to receive a pre- 
mium from Mr. Rea? 
Bankrupt: 1 did receive it. 
Mr. ReEp: How much? 
Bankrupt : £700. 
Mr. Reep: Was that the consideration for the partnership ? 
Bankrupt : It was. 
Mr. REED: How long did the partnership continue ? 
Bankrupt : It continued till the date of the bankruptcy. 
4 Reep: Up to the date of adjudication, was there a deed of part- 
nership ? 


Mr. ReEp: Was there an agreement ? ’ 
Bankrupt : Articles of partnership had been drawn up, but not signed. 
Mr. Reep: Then was there a difference between you and your partner 
shortly after the partnership was entered into ? 
Bankrupt : No difference ; and I am happy to say that up to the present | 
moment there is no difference between Mr. Rea and myself. } 
Mr, Reep: I see you return him as a creditor ? 
Bankrupt : I considered that as he gave me £700 for a seven years part-|| 
nership, and only one year had expired, I really owed him £600. . | 
Mr. Reep: Now, I see that there are debts on the partnership owing to 
the extent of £905. What are those debts for? Here is Mr. Peter Broad ? 
Bankrupt : That is for rent. 
Mr. Reep: You did not pay the rent of your premises ? 
Bankrupt; 'The rent of my business place. 
Mr. ReEep: Here is Mr. Ford, £105? 
Bankrupt : That is for gas-meters. 
Mr. Reep: I suppose you sold them > 
Bankrupt : Some of them. 
Mr. Reep: What became of those you did not sell? — 
Bankrupt : They were on the works they were supplied to. 
Mr. ReEp: You mean, then, that you bought them, and left them on the |! 
premises of the person who sold them to you? f 
Bankrupt: No; of the parties I supplied them to—they are on their 
works, 
Mr. Reep: Then you sold them all? 
Bankrupt : No; 1 did not sell them all—they were on the works. _ 
Mr. Reep: Then, if not bought or sold, tell me why they were not given | 
up to the estate? . 
Bankrupt : Ido not know whether I can explain. There were parties 
who were the lessees of the works, and I acted as their representative so 
long as I was solvent, but when I became bankrupt they ceased to be my 
property. 
Mr. Reep: Whose property have they become ? 
Bankrupt : The property of the lessees. 
Mr. Rrep: Where were these works situated ? 1} 
Bankrupt : At Uxbridge. 
Mr. Reep : When did you begin those works ? 
Bankrupt : Three, or four, or five years ago. 
Mr. Reep: What was it—a manufactory ? 
Bankrupt : No. I merely had to supply gas to the company, and so long}! 
—the condition of the lease of the company—I owed these gentlemen a cer-|) 
tain amount of money ; and under the terms of the lease of the company, || 
directly I became bankrupt, these gentlemen dismissed me, and the money || 
I owed them—of course, they claimed everything for payment. 
Mr. ReEp: Well, who are the gentlemen you refer to ? j 
Bankrupt : Théy are in the balance-sheet—Tatham and Rye. | 
Mr. Rrep: How much did you owe them? 1 
Bankrupt : £250. i 
Mr. ReEp: You had made them a loan, as I understand; or they had| 
made you a loan? 1] 
Bankrupt: No. I borrowed money from a loan office, and Tatham and| 
Rye became security for the repayment of it ; but to make themselves secure, | | 
they had a lease prepared with the gas company, that in case of my bank- 
ruptcy the lease should fall in. 1 
Mr, Reep: To make them secure > || 
| 













































Bankrupt: For the repayment of the money I had to give them a}| 
security on the lease of the works I held. 

Mr. Rrep: Were you then supplying gas from certain works ? 

Bankrupt : Yes; I was supplying gas to a company. 

Mr. REED: What gas-works were you supplying ? 

Bankrupt: At Uxbridge. 

Mr. Reep: When did you build your works there ? 

Bankrupt : 1 did not build them. 

Mr. Reep: Well, take them on lease ? : 

Bankrupt : I took them on lease five or six years ago. At least, it was} 
not a lease—it was a contract to supply the company with gas. 

Mr. Reep: Did you erect the necessary machinery ? 

Bankrupt : No; the-company had the works, and I had a contract under 
them to supply gas. 5 

Mr. Rezp: I suppose you would let the meters to the consumers ? 

Bankrupt : No; one portion of my contract with the gas company was 
that I should fix all meters, and they paid for them. 

Mr. Rrep: Then these meters we understand the debt of Mr. Ford was 
for, were on the gas premises at the date of the bankruptcy ? ! 
Bankrupt : Some few of them. 

Mr. Reep: And the rest in the houses of the consumers ? 

Bankrupi: Yes. 

Mr. Reep: When did you buy those meters ? 
Bankrupt : Running over a period of 18 months. The larger portion of 
that amount was due prior to the partnership. Mr, Rea took them upon 
himself, and at my bankruptcy made himself responsible for the amount. 

Mr. REED: Now, tell me—how much under the contract were you to re-| 
ceive from the gas company ? 

Bankrupt : Under the contract they agreed to pay me 2s, 6d. per 1000 
for every 1000 feet of gas supplied. 
Mr. Reep: Did they pay that half yearly ? 

Bankrupt : They paid Tatham and Rye every quarter 2s. 6d. 

Mr. Reep: Did they pay it half yearly ? 

Bankrupt : No; every three months to Tatham and Rye. 

Mr. Reep: What did it usually amount to by the three months? 
Bankrupt: The summer would be something like 
Mr. Reep: Would it be £100? 
Bankrupt : Oh, yes. 
Mr. REED: £200? : 
Bankrupt : In the summer I should think it would be about £250, and in || 
the winter about £500. : |. 
Mr. REED: Then it would be to the extent perhaps of £1500 or £16004 
year ? 

. Bankrupt: Yes. 5 | 
Mr. REED: Well, now, that would be paid, you say, to Tatham and Rye? 
Bankrupt: Yes. 

Mr. Reep: What was it paid to them for? 

Bankrupt : They were the contractors for the supply of gas to the com- 
pany. 

Mr, REED: Well, but you told mea minute ago that you were the con- 
tractor > 

Bankrupt : No; I beg your pardon, I did not. I said I borrowed money 
from the loan company, and Tatham and Rye became sureties, and took my 















































Bankrupt : There was not. 














contract as security. And when they became sureties a new contract was, 
as 
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entered in 


Pte Reep: Then you had nothing to do with the contract ? 

Bankrupt : Thad nothing to do with the contract, but merely managed 
aa : Then, as you had nothing to do with the contract, what made 
you put £100 worth of meters upon the premises ? 

Bankrupt : I bought the coals and made the contracts, and so long as I 
was not broakrupt there was no interference with the works. 

Mr. Reep: Was this done by a sub-contract with Tatham and Rye? 

Bankrupt : No. 

Mr. Reep: How was it done ? 








to with the gas company and Tatham and Rye, and they took my 











not pay any one but Tatham and Rye. 

Mr. Reep: I want to know how your contract has become forfeited. 

Bankrupt: A contract, two or three years ago, was made with Tatham 
and Rye, at the time I borrowed from the loan office, and the contract with 
the company was their security. 

Mr. Rep : You told me before that when they took your place they had 
as security a new contract. They have been carrying on the contract 
since. 

Bankrupt : Isay no. They received the money from the company, but 
IT have been carrying on the works for them. 

Mr. Reep: Was there a new contract between the company and Tatham 
and Rye, or not? 

Bankrupt : There was, three years ago. 

Mr. Reep: Was that contract with Tatham and Rye to supply the com- 
pany with gas? : 

Bankrupt : Yes, at 2s. 6d.; it was the same contract as mine. 

Mr. Reep: Did it recite your contract ? 





Bankrupt: No; it was the same contract. - 

Mr. Reep: Did the company take Tatham and Rye and substitute them 
for you? 

Bankrupt : They did. : : 

Mr. Reev: Then Tatham and Rye would forfeit the contract in certain 
events ? 

Bankrupt : They would. 

Mr. Reep: Tell me, as you have supplied meters since that time—tell me 


kow they became forfeited. 


Bankrupt : How the meters became forfeited > 

Mr. Rerp: Yes. 

Bankrupt : T cannot tell. 

Mr. Reep: It is for you to tell. There is £100 worth of meters gone. 

Bankrupt : I said there was £100 worth of meters carried over for 18 
months, 

Mr. Reep: You said just now—— 

Bankrupt : T said since the bankruptcy Mr. Rea had made himself re- 


|| sponsible for the amount. 

Mr. Reep: I see you return in your accounts that the contract was made 
in 1866. 

Bankrupt : January, 1865. 

Mr. Reep: I will assume that the contract was made three years ago. I 
want to know how your £100 worth of meters are forfeited. 

Bankrupt : The £100 worth of meters? I should think £75 worth of 
meters have been paid for in the course of account. 

Mr. Reep: Paid for? 


Bankrupt: Yes. 

aoe Reep: Why, a minute ago you said they were forfeited and not 
paid for. 

Bankrupt : T never said any such thing. I said part had been sold and 
part were in stock at the time of my bankruptcy. 

Mr. Reep: Well, now, we will suppose that a portion of them has been 
sold, and that a portion has been paid for. Have you got any account 
showing how anh has been paid for them ? 

Bankrupt: No. 

Mr. Reep : Now tell me why the rest are not given up to the estate. 

Bankrupt : I had nothing to do with the works. The day of my bank- 
ruptey I could no more go on the works or touch anything than you could. 

Mr. Reep: Iam not asking about your going on the works; I am ask- 
ing about your property. There would be the difference between £75 and 
£100 on the premises on the day of the bankruptcy in May. 


Bankrupt: Somewhere thereabouts. 
Mr. Reep: And that is property which ought to come into this estate. 
Bankrupt: It had nothing at all to do with the creditors in any way. 
Mr. Reep: Now will you take the next item—Walter Ford. 
Bankrupt : You have had him before. 
Mr. ReEp: Then this is the same person ? 
Bankrupt: Yes. 
Mr. Reep: This is for £17. 
Bankrupt : Tf you take it at £125 it will be about right. 
Mr. Reep: Then would there be the residue of that on the premises ? 
Bankrupt : No; there would be about £20 worth altogether. 

} A. Reep: Well, now there comes Messrs, Harris and Pearson—who are 

they? 

|| Bankrupt : They are gentlemen who supply clay retorts to the gas-works. 
Mr. Reep: Were they on the premises ° 
Bankrupt : Yes. Ido not know whether you are aware that these are 








partnership accounts. 

|| Mr. Reep: I know they are partnership accounts, but we are entitled to 
|} our share of them whatever that | be. Now, then, comes Mr. Wilson 
| Rea—that is the partner who is entered for £600? 

Bankrupt : Yes. 
|| Mr. Reep: At the date of the adjudication which took place in the 
|| —_ of May, was there anything owing from Tatham and Rye to you 
|| for gas? 

Bankrupt : No; the quarter ended on the 25th of March. 

Mr. Reep: Do you mean to say that actually there was not a farthing 
- to you on the 18th of May for gas? You know you were working there 
| then. 

i Bankrupt : There could be nothing due to me, because I was merely 
; Working there. They held the contract as security, and to make it public 
| they took it in their own name. Therefore I was only making gas there 
|on sufferance. There was a difference, as far as the accounts go, from the 
| 3lst of March. ‘There would be, of course, the gas made, but the accounts 
| for coal have not gone into me, but to Tatham and Rye. 

| Mr. Reep: But there would be the amount due to you for the gas manu- 

factured between March 25 and May 18—the date of your petition. 

Bankrupt : There would be if I made the gas, but I did not make it. I 
was not near the works after the day of the bankruptcy, and I made no gas. 

Mr. Reep: But you made it up to the day of your Gotsuster. 


| 
| 
| 
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Bankrupt : I cannot tell you how it was done. The gas company would | 
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Bankrupt : did; with Tatham and Rye’s materials. 

Mr. Reep: Then I want to know if you were paid up to March, and you 
continued to make gas up to May, why you have not put down any debt due 
for the gas so manufactured up to that date ? 

Bankrupt : There was no debt due. I sent in my account, and the com- 
pany repudiated my contract. 

r. Reep: I am not talking about Tatham and Rye, but about your 
contract to make gas for 2s. 6d. per 1000. 

Bankrupt: I tell you, that on the 25th of March, or whatever the time 
was for payment, I gave the usual paper to the coal people for payment. 
I used not to take money, but if I owed money—say £500 for coals—I said, 
“* Pay to —— for coal,” and Tatham and Rye signed it, and the gas com- 
pany paid the money, Then in the early part of May, when these law- 
suits were going on, I gave one of these orders for £500, and the gas 
company declined to pay it. They said they would not pay any more 
orders, but would pay the whole sum direct to Tatham and Rye. The 
quarter ending March 31 did not come into my possession. 

a Reep: Have you got any account between yourself and Tatham 
and Rye. 

Bankrupt : I tell you I never kept any books in my life. The only books 
are the partnership books. 

Mr. Reep: Then you have no account between yourself and Tatham 
and Rye? 

Bankrupt: No. 

Mr. ReeEp: Did you give the orders for coals ? 

Bankrupt : 1 did. 

Mr. Reep: Did you ever pay for them ? 

Bankrupt : By giving written orders upon Tatham and Rye. 

Mr. Reep: Did they send in the bills to you? 

Bankrupt : They did. 

Mr. Reep : Selling to you as their debtor? 

Bankrupt: No. 

Mr. Reep: But the bills were addressed to you ? 

Bankrupt: Yes. 

Mr. REED: How many bills were outstanding at the time of your bank- 
ruptcy ? 

Bankrupt : For the Uxbridge works ? 

Mr. Reep: Yes. 

Bankrupt : I did not remember, until the last examination here, that 
there were any. 

Mr. Rzep: Tell me one of them. 

Bankrupt : There was a gentleman named Watkins. 

Mr. Reep: How much for ? 

Bankrupt : £20 or £25. 

Mr. Reep: Why was he not returned as a creditor ? 

Bankrupt : So little did I think the Uxbridge works belonged to me, that 
I did not return any one there as a creditor. 





Mr. Reep: Then who is there besides ? 

Bankrupt : I do not remember any. one in the town. 

Mr. Reep: Any one for coals ? 

Bankrupt : I do not remember any one. p 

Mr. Rezp: Mr. Watkins has not been returned in your schedule. , 

Bankrupt : He has not. 

Mr. ReEp: Has he applied to you, since the bankruptcy, for payment? | 

Bankrupt : He has not. I did not know anything about it till the last 
meeting. 


im] j 
Mr. REED (to the commissioner): It seems to me, sir, that these accounts} 
are thoroughly incorrect. | 
The CommisstonerR : As far as that particular individual you have just) 
mentioned. 
Mr. GEorGe: He was here on the last occasion, and poceentet a proof; | 
but, when the matter was explained to him, he said he did not consider him-| 
self the creditor of the bankrupt at all, but of the gas company. He will be} 
paid by Tatham and Rye, and therefore it would have been incorrect to add 
this amount to the balance-sheet. | A 
Mr. Woopsrince (solicitor for Mr. Watkins): I have applied to Tatham 
and Rye for payment, and I have attended several meetings here to prove| |} 
this debt, but, in consequence of it not being placed in the balance-sheet of| 
the bankrupt, the matter was not entertained. At the last meeting, I ten- 
dered my proof, and the bankrupt stated that Tatham and Rye were liable| 
for the debt. I have since applied to them, and they repudiate it entirely. | 
They say the debt was contracted entirely by the bankrupt. 
The Commiss1onER: Do you admit that? | 


SES" 





Bankrupt : I did not say they ought to pay it; I said they were bound 

to pay it. 

fr. GrorGe: The invoice had no heading, so it is clear they did not) 
know who to charge. We understood it was withdrawn, and that Mr. | 
Watkins looked to the contractors. 

The Commissioner : He would be glad to get the money from either. 

Mr. Reep: I think the bankrupt ought to put these things right. It 
seems to me there is property whieh ought to be returned. 

The CoMMISSIONER : Edo not know whether you can make him return 
Property which he says became forfeited. 

Mr. REep: What he says about being forfeited is not true. It is a mis-| 
fortune that these things were not disclosed up to this hour, because if they| 
had been we should have had the contract here to see what the nature of it} 
was. He says that when Tatham and Rye became sureties for him, a new 
contract was entered into between them and the gas company, and the| 
bankrupt then had a sub-contract to supply Tatham and Rye. But that 
would not forfeit the property, and there are about £20 worth of meters upon 
the works that would be applinable to the estate. 

The Commissioner: You will not get it by protesting about it here. If 
you are entitled to it you must assert your title. 

Mr. Reep: I only meant to do so just so far as this—that if the bankrupt 
had disclosed this matter on the accounts my client would instantly have 
pm into it; but as the fact is only here disclosed for the first time, it 
is difficult to know what the rights are. ‘ ae 

The Commissioner: Was the original contract in writing > 

Bankrupt : Yes; five years ago. 

The ComMissIonER : What became of it ? 

Bankrupt : It was cancelled. 

Mr. GzorcEe: What he says is that the original contract to supply gas 
was between him and the company; that then it was necessary for him to 
borrow money of a society, and Tatham and Rye became liable as sureties 
for the amount ; that then the original contract was given up, and a new 
contract was entered into five years ago between Tatham and Rye and the 
gas company; that Tatham and Rye then became the contractors for the 
works, and to supply gas to the company, Mr. Hedley being the manager. 
Still, as agent for the contractors, he gave certain orders. 
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Mr. Reep: No, that is not so. He said he entered into a sub-contract 
to supply Tatham and Rye, at 2s. 6d. per 1000. 

Bankrupt : That is not so. 

Mr. Georce: It is clear enough that up to a certain period Hedley was 
the contractor for the supply of gas. That was five years ago, and then 
Tatham and Rye became the contractors. Mr. Watkins came here to-day 
with a claim of £28 19s. 6d. for goods —. by him. The bankrupt says 
}| they were supplied to me not as principal but as agent for Tatham and Rye. 

the CoMMISSIONER : He admits his liability. 

Mr. Woopsrivee: The orders were all given in the name of Hedley, 
not as agent, but as principal. 

Mr. GeorGe: Then you prove on the estate ? 

Mr. Woopsrince: Yes, 

Mr. Gzorce: Now I apply to have this name added to the accounts. 

The Commiss1oNER (to bankrupt): You must amend your accounts. In 
the meantime you must see your late solicitor, who has all your papers, and 
they must be handed over to the dSsignee’s solicitor. 

Bankrupt : He will.not give up the papers. 

Mr. GeorGe: He was the owner of a bill of sale, and put in an execution 
and sold off everything. The assignee knew all about it, and might have 
given notice long ago. 
The CommissionER: He does not seem to have known anything about 
the contract. 

Mr. WatuiincTon : No one, your honour, does know. 

Mr. Reep: The bankrupt must file a copy of the contract. 

Bankrupt : I have not got it. 

Mr. Grorce: The assignee can ‘apply to Tatham and Rye, and see what 
particulars he can get. 

Mr. Wa.uincron: I can test the partnership in the first place; I can 
test the bill of sale given to his own attorney three years ago; and I can 
test the arrangement in reference to the Uxbridge Gas Company. I am pre- 
pared with evidence upon all these points, but it will take some time to 
investigate the whole affair. I can assure your honour the true facts of the 
case do not at all appear. 

The CommissionER: The bankrupt must amend his accounts, and the 
matter must stand over. Were there written articles when the partnership 
was made > 

Bankrupt : There were articles of partnership. 

Mr. GrorGe: There were articles of partnership prepared by a solicitor, 
and I have seen them; but they began partnership before the articles were 
ad settled, though I believe the draft of those articles was signed by 

edley. . 

The Deemmemenmn : That should be here. 





Mr. Reep: If the partnership did exist, as alleged, the partner ought not 
to be returned for £600. 

Mr. GeorGe: The bankrupt says, I received £700 from my partner, but, 
as I considered only one year of the partnership had expired, my partner 
was entitled to the difference, which I estimate at £600. 

The CoMMIssIOoNER : Unless they came to a settlement of accounts, and a 
balance was found due, I do not think one partner can claim against 
another. 

Mr. GzorGE: He does not take credit for it; he makes himself a debtor 
for it. 

The CommissionER: He can be no debtor till a partnership account is 
rendered. The partner is solvent, and of course has a right to carry on the 
partnership affairs, and to pay and receive everything subject to account to 
the assignees of the bankrupt. 

Mr. GrorGe: The partner would be entitled, beside the balance of 
account between the two, to compensation. 

The ComMIssIONER : I am not going into the question of compensation. 
Mr. WatuineTon : I have to apply to your honour for costs. I have at- 
tended here on three occasions, having come each time a distance of 100 
miles, and each time I have been prepared to go into my case. 

The CommissionER: The matter must stand over for the present. I 
cannot recognize every creditor nine by a separate solicitor. 

Mr. Watuineton: This is under peculiar circumstances. 

The Commissioner: The matter must stand over, and the assignees must 
give written requisitions for anything that may be wanted. 

Mr. GreorGe: On the last occasion the assignees were ordered to give re- 
quisition, but they have given none. 

Mr. REED: This is entirely new matter; we only knew of it to-day. 

Mr. GrorcGE: I should ask, inasmuch as the assignees have not made 
those requisitions, and they are now asking for further time, the question 
whether the bankrupt should have his costs may be reserved. 

Mr. Reep: The bankrupt have his costs? There is no money to pay 
them with. 

The ComMissIonER : I cannot entertain it. 

Bankrupt : I beg your pardon, Mr, Reed; there is £87 in court, or you 
would not be here. 

The further examination was then adjourned to April 18, at twelve 
o’clock, 








HFliscellaneous Pews, 


EUROPEAN GAS COMPANY. 
The Usual Extraordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held 
on Wednesday, Feb. 20, at the Offices of the Company, No. 4, Frederick’s 
Place, Old Jewry. 
W. S. Dew, Esq., said he was sorry to announce that they would not 
have the benefit of the chairman’s attendance on that occasion, as he was 
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detained in the country, and another member of the board, Mr. White, had 
met with an accident which confined him to his room, It would, therefore, 
be necessary to elect a chairman, 

Mr. W. T. Fawcett proposed that Mr. W. S. Dew should take the chair, 
which was unanimously agreed to. 

The Secretary (Mr. Backler) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, proceeded to read the minutes of the previous meeting, which were 
unanimously confirmed. He then read the following report :— 
Gentlemen,—Your directors having no new subjects of special importance to 
bring under your consideration on this occasion, proceed briefly to report the pro- 
gress made at each station during the period since July last. 

Amiens.—Increase of lights, 306. A sudden interruption to the course of pros- 
erity which had recently recommenced at this station took place soon after the 
ast meeting of the company, owing to the visitation of the cholera, and the large 
number of deaths which ensued. Business was for a time suspended ; the markets 
were comparatively abandoned ; 20,000 inhabitants left the city; many of the shops 
were closed, and it was not until after an interval of about two months that confi- 
dence began slowly to return and the streets to resume their usual aspect. 

It is evident that such a disastrous state of affairs must have exercised an un- 


and your directors hope that the greater part, if not the whole, of the lost ground 
will be recovered before the close of the financial year on the 3lst of March next, 

The new chimney and retort-house have been proceeded with, and will be com- 
pleted within four or five months, 

Boulogne.—Increase vf lights, 768, The bathing season, on which the interests 
of the company are largely dep. ndent, had opened with a fair prospect of success, 
when the cholera made its appearance here also; and although it did not prove 
fatal in the same degree as at Amiens, still h alarm was occasioned, and visitors 
who had intended to spend the season in th \ourite place left suddenly. It was 
too late in the year for them to return after the epidemic had finally disappeared, 
and the result was a state of general distress, which led to several failures. It is 
satisfactory, however, to be in a position to report that the consumption of gas has 
recently shown a tendency again to increase, although it does not appear probable 
that the improvement will be very rapid. . 

Caen.—Increase of lights, 297. The results obtained at this station last year 
Were considered encouraging, and your directors are now glad to state that, not- 
withstanding so limited an addition to the number of lights, the increase in the 
general consumption of gas is sufficient to justify the expectations then entertained. 

Havre and St. Adresse.—Increase of lights, 1254. The increasing demand for 
gas has continued to develop itself here to an extent which will fulfil the hopes that 
had been previously expressed. The erection of buildings on the site of the fortifi- 
cations which were recently removed is intended to be carried out without delay, 
and will materially enlarge the sphere of action of the company. The mains are 
already laid, but at present are employed to supply little more than the [public 
lights. With the past growth and future prospects of business, it becomes neces- 
sary to carry out without delay the alteration in the gasholder station referred to in 
the report of the 14th of February, 1866, and your directors invited tenders for a| 
gasholder and tank of large dimensions. The work was given to the contractors 
who sent in the lowest tender, and it is provided that the gasholder shall be ready 
for action on the 3lst of August next. 

Nantes and Suburban Districts.—Increase of lights, 1469. The advance in the 
affairs of the company which was foretold has actually taken place here, and the 
earnings of the current year will show an addition over the returns of the previous 
twelve months. Your directors have secured the exclusive privilege of laying mains 
in the flourishing suburban districts of Chantenay and Rézé, The outlay required 
is small, and the prospects are good. The fitting up of several factories and small 
establishments, which have recently substituted gas for oil, is already in operation; 
and this may fairly be considered as a well-grounded earnest of further success.' 

Rouen, Sotteville, and Suburban Districts.—Increase of lights, 956. The activity 
of the cotton trade in this district has been unflagging since the beginning of last 
autumn, and the demand for gas in factories has been ona large scale. It may be 
asserted with confidence that the gains of this year will be in excess of the amount 
realized in any year since the depressing effects of the late American War were first 
felt in France. The manufacturing district of Petit Quevilly, which had been for 
some time supplied with gas by this company, has now been secured by exclusive 
privilege, so as to prevent the, possibility of competition. In this, as in all other 
cases where concesgions of additional districts have been obtained, the term of years 
extends to the same period as that conceded for the principal city to which the 
suburb is annexed. Considering the large develepment which the business of the 
company is taking, it becomes necessary to place a gasholder at once in the tank 
provided for the purpose, and an agreement for the same has been entered into on 
favourable terms with responsible contractors. 

Summary.—Increase of lights, 5050. The company’s operations up to the present 
advanced period of the financial year, having exhibited a marked improvement, it is 
presumable that the report to be made to the annual general meeting, embracing the 
working of a further three months, will prove a satisfactory one. The cost of coals ' 
has been greater than during the previous year, and the increase in the price of coke ' 
has been but small. The works have all been maintained in good condition, and are 
now in a state of perfect efficiency. Your directors have provisionally employed the | 
moneys in hand in paying off £4500 of 6 per cent. debentures, and have renewed at | 
54 per cent. £1200 which fell due on the Ist of January last. The usual interim | 
dividend of 4 per cent. was paid by warrants forwarded to the shareholders on the 
31st of January last. 


The CHarrMAN: Gentlemen, I consider that the report which you have | 
just heard read so perfectly and so fully enters into all matters of detail as 
regards our progress—which, I am happy to say, the directors consider very | 











satisfactory—that I do not see on what point I can address to you any addi- 
tional observations of my own. We are always anxious to make our report || 
as full as it can be on paper, in order that it may be a matter of record ; yet | 
it has occasionally been necessary to make a few observations in illustration of | | 
some particular station, or some particular passage in the report. I am} 
happy to say, however, that on the present occasion no such necessity ap- 
pears to exist. There is the report, which is very plain and simple, and I} 
think it ought to be considered a very satisfactory report. If there should! 
be any point in it which the proprietors present, or any of them, think re- 

quires further explanation, I shall be happy to hear them, and I will con-| 
clude by moving that the report now read be received and adopted. 

Mr. W. T. Fawcert seconded the motion. 


Mr. Hvuaerns: I should like before the motion is put to ask one or two 
very simple questions. The first relates to the cost of the new chimney and 
retort-house at Amiens, the next the cost of the gasholder at Havre, the |! 
next is the cost of the suburban extensions at Nantes, and the last that of || 
the gasholder for the suburbs of Rouen, 1 need not say, sir, that we have 
gone on from time to time extending our works, and, of course, we cannot do 
so without additional capital. It is very well, and very pleasing to hear 
that there are a certain number of new lights in the towns where we are in 
operation, but I think we are now going to an expense of something like 
£12,000 or £13,000 for an extension of lighting powers on the part of the 
company. I look with avery jealous eye on further capital being called up, 
for purposes such as new buildings, and I wish to hear from you something 
like the cost which these things will entail upon the company, because 
dividends must be diverted to pay for the charges inseparable from the! 
construction of these buildings. 

The SecrETARY: As regards Amiens the cost will be about £3000, the || 
gasholder and tank at Havre about £8500, and that at Rouen about £6800, || 
or probably £7000. At Nantes the extension of mains will cost about £1500. 
Mr. Hueerss : I would rather have an answer from the chair. | 


The Cuarrman: I referred to the secretary for these figures, because it || 
is impossible for one to carry them in one’s head; the total, therefore, will | 
be £19,800. | 
The Secretary: I should mention that already nearly half of the sum 
- been paid on account, and that only the remaining portion will now have 
to be met. 

Mr. Hvea@rns asked whether the sanction of the shareholders had been | 
obtained for raising this capital. 


The CoarrmMan: We had the sanction as far as was necessary of the pro- 
prietors, and a great part of this outlay has been incurred before the present 
time, and we are already deriving some of the benefits therefrom in an 
increased business, 

Mr. Hueerns: Pardon me, I rather wished, first of all, to elicit what the || 
amount was. I was present at the last half-yearly meeting, or rather the|| 
last annual meeting, but I do not recollect that any of these matters were || 
brought before us. I should like to know when you asked for powers t0|/ 
raise a sum of money for these purposes. I appreh :d that we depute to 
you, as the executive, certain powers, which powers are for the purpose of || 
carrying on the affairs of the company, but that, as far as regards expenditure, | 
you would of necessity come to the shareholders and ask for permission to} 





favourable effect on the interests of this company, but a reaction has since set in, 





raise a sum of money in a certain manner, I should like information 
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as to when that money was raised, and how much has been raised within the 
ear. 
PThe Cuarrman: A portion of the money has been paid. 

Mr. Hveors: Then it is the more important that we should have full 
information on this point. 

The Cuarrman: I beg to inform you that the necessity for the greater 
part of this outlay was mentioned a considerable time ago. 

Mr. Hveeins: When ? 

The CHAIRMAN: I have just asked the secretary, and I understand that 
it was at various times—one year, eighteen months, and, in part, more than 
two years ago. 

Mr. Hueerns: The reason why I ask the question is this: I think about 
two years ago we had a meeting, at which powers were asked and obtained 
for raising a sum of money—a considerable sum—which was done in the 
form of shares, upon which £5 has been called, and at that time a report 
was brought of the expenditure likely to be incurred at the respective sta- 
tions. I want to know if any subsequent application has been made for 
powers for raising further wo, 

The Secretary: No; there have been no further powers asked for. 

Mr. Hucerns: I must say, with all due deference, that I conceive an 
expenditure of capital of something like £20,000, or, in fact, any expendi- 
ture beyond the simple working expenses, should not be incurred without 
asking for powers from the proprietors. I am, of course, speaking of new 
works and extensions. I do not wish to debar you from any expenditure 
necessary to carry on the business of the company, but for all ee of 
capital I think it desirable that you should take a special vote. You ma 
not be able to give the exact amount that will be required, but you might -» | 
for a vote to cover a certain object which you have in view, and which you 
think will require about such and such a sum of on 

The Cuatnman: Reference has generally been made to these subjects in 
the reports, although, not being prepaged, I cannot exactly turn to them. 
We have mentioned from time to time the works that we considered would 
be necessary, and, of course, those works would involve expense. We have 
never come to you to say—sanction our having a gasholder or a tank, or 
anything of that kind, for we did not ider it n It is not like 
taking a new station. If we had not made this outlay we could not have 
secured the increased returns which we have; we consider the outlay one of 
the most judicious things that has emanated from the management, because 
in a very short period of time it has so begun to make a return, a thing 
which is most unusual. We do not think it desirable to ask the opinion of 
the proprietors before laying out £500 or £1000 on any one station, and you 
must recollect we have six stations. 

Mr. Hueorns : This is to be spent on four stations. 

The CuarrMAN: We have six stations, and extensions will be requisite at 
each of these at one time or another. One, two, or three a | require them 
at one time, or sometimes four, as at present, and an outlay of £20,000 
spread over several years is by no means a large sum, as any one who knows 
anything of gas-works will admit, to be used for extensions, It is not like 
taking up new stations, or taking to new works, or anything of that kind; 
it is purely to furnish the means for meeting the increased demand for gas, 
without which our works would stand still, and we should fail in the fulfil- 
ment of our engagements with the municipalities from whom we hold 
concessions. 

Mr. Hvuaerns: I am afraid, sir, I dm not quite understood. I intended 
to discriminate between extraordinary and ordinary expenses. I can well 
understand, and I expressly stated, that I conceived it was within the 
powers you would possess, as a board, to incur certain expenses of ordinary 
occurrences; but so far as regards an amount of something like £20,000-—— 
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The CuarRMAN : Spread over several years. 

Mr. Hveatns: I gathered from what you said that the expenditure had 
been incurred during the past half year. 

The CHarrMan: Certainly not. 

Mr. Huaeins: So I gathered; and I wished to know if any application 
|had been made for permission to raise that sum of money. That money 
must be raised from some souree—from an issue of debentures, or from a 
further amount of capital. In one case or the other, of course, it might be 
very much to the interests of the shareholders, and no doubt they would 
sanction any application you may make to them; but, on the other hand— 
and I am speaking on a matter of principle, although I am afraid all gen- 
tlemen do not view it in the same light—I think it is desirable that the 
board should come, before incurring an expenditure to the amount of £20,000, 
or anything beyond ordinary necessary expenditure, and state what they 
propose to do, so that shareholders should perfectly understand what they 
jare doing, and that authority may be given to raise the sum of money 
required 

fr. SrRovE begged leave to state his experience in affairs of this kind. 
It would be totally impossible, and he, for one, would immediately sell his 
shares in the company, if it were understood that the directors were to come 
and ask for permission, whenever they wanted to put up a gasholder or a 
retort, or anything of that sort. Such a thing wud be totally ridiculous, 
and he spoke as being connected with the management of several gas com- 
panies, because, as a general rule, about every three years something in the 
way of extension is required to be done. If they did not do that they 
limited their operations, and were in a very good way to lose their property. 
The CHAarRMAN: We should get involved in all sorts of difficulties with 
the municipalities from whom we hold concessions. 

Mr. Strope: These were all really ordinary expenses, growing out of the 
public demand for the gas. As the demand grew, it was necessary to put up 
a fresh retort-house, or lay down new mains for a fresh part of the town, or 
something of that sort. The amount was not large when it was divided 
between four places, being on an average only £5000 each. He did not know 
what was the exact amount of the capital, as he did not often come to the 
meetings, but he was quite satisfied of the impropriety of having everything 
hanging on the decision of a general meeting in matters of this kind. It 
was necessary that the directors should have full powers to do such things, 
for if a gasholder were required anywhere, and the directors had to wait for 
a meeting before giving the order for it, there would be great inconvenience. 
On the other hand, when a gasholder was put up it began earning money 
immediately. 

Mr. Stokes: I think, sir, if our worthy secretary refers for a few half 
years back, he will find that our worthy chairman explained all these things, 
saying that these extensions and improvements were in anticipation, and 
that we should want all this money. I have a distinct recollection of our 
chairman naming these things, saying that the works were increasing, and 
that at no distant time these amounts would be required. I think we had 
the means of raising that money by debentures, and I was present at one of 
these meetings when power was given to the directors to do that. I think if 
the secretary refers to the minutes, he will find this to be the case, which 











which has not previously been reported to the shareholders, is that for the 
main-laying at Nantes; all the rest has been specially referred to at pre- 
vious meetings. 

Mr. Huceins: Was that at the meeting I referred to? 

The Secretary : Subsequently to that. That was more than four years 
ago, when authority was taken to raise capital for future requirements. 

Mr. G. W. Smiru said the power was given to the directors to raise money 
some time ago, when the last issue was made of £10 shares with £6 paid, 
When that was issued, it was left in the hands of the directors to raise what 
they required, and, as only £5 out of the £10 had been called up, he pre- 
sumed that the £19,000 would come out of the £5 which still remained 
to be called. 

The CHarrMan said they had enough money at command for all they re- 
quired without raising further capital at present. 

Mr. G. W. Smirn said the meeting he referred to gave it as their opinion 
that it was better to raise the money required upon shares offered to the 
shareholders than by borrowing either on debentures, or issuing preference 
shares or anything of that sort. As far as he recollected, that meeting ex- 
pressed a rather strong opinion that the shares should be issued and fully 
called up; but no doubt the board knew what was the wisest course. 

The CuarrMan: We have done better, sir. 

Mr.G. W. Samir: No doubt. Still, what I mean is this, that the amount 
of expenditure referred to is not greater than that which we have already 
sanctioned the raising of. 

The CuarrMaN said nearly one-half of the amount had already been paid. 
A great deal of the work had been done a long time, and paid for. They 
had means at their disposal for paying it without borrowing for that pur- 
ny and there was now, or soon would be, something more to pay, which 

e thought might be done without raising any further capital. As regards 
the increase of capital (said the chairman), I Took with as much delicacy as 
the honourable proprietor, and with as much suspicion and jealousy as he 
can do, at the imprudence of directors or managing bodies of large com- | 
i raising capital on their own responsibility. As a railway shareholder 

cannot be ignorant of the evil of that, particularly when it is for the pur- 
pose of new extensions, oppositions, parliamentary expenses, and such 
things. But these things are as essential to us as a loaf of bread is toa 
working man’s dinner. e must have the loaf of bread, and we must have 
the increase we have been making in the works, or we should not have been 
able to fulfil our contracts. These things will seldom admit of delay. We 
may be called upon under the contracts we have entered into with the dif- 
ferent municipalities immediately to do so and so, and we are compelled to 
do it directly. When these new shares were issued some time ago, we only 
called up one-half, because it is necessary to keep a reserve. We area 
limited company, and we could not easily borrow money on debentures if! 
it were not known that we had a certain reserve in our uncalled capital. 
We keep that purposely, and wisely I think, because we can borrow money | 
at 5} and make a dividend of 10 per cent.; and it is only by means of those , 
economical arrangements that we are able to keep up the rate of dividend. | 
Of course, the larger the amount of our capital, the greater must be our | 
earnings in order to keep up the same rate. Let it be borne in mind that 
this company has almost with wonderful regularity paid its dividend of, 
10 per cent. for some time, and, as the report just now read informs you, we | 
have every hope that the profits on the remaining three months of the year | 
will enable us to continue the same. I do not hesitate to say that I have no | 
expectation whatever that there will be any alteration, notwithstanding the | 
£9000 or £10,000 we have to pay for these further works. Therefore, what- 
ever the worthy proprietor’s fears may be upon that point, I think he may | 
safely dismiss them. It is my duty to tell him that, representing as I do at 

resent the chairman, whom we call the patriarch of the company, having | 

een one of the founders of it—and I may add that Iam one of his oldest 
children, being an original proprietor—I am very well satisfied with my | 
holding, as I dare say the proprietors of a great many other companies | 
would 4 if they got the same dividend with the same regularity. It would | 
take up a little time to-day, but if you can call at the office, the secretary 
will, I am sure, with great readiness, afford you an opportunity of seeing | 
when these things were referred to. From time to time it has been men-! 
tioned in the reports that the extension of business would require an exten- | 
sion of works, and they were named as far as they could be named and 
sanctioned by the adoption of the report, in the same way as what we have | 
mentioned to-day will be sanctioned I hope. | 

Mr. Fawcett: Allow me one word upon this subject, and, in answer to 
the honourable proprietor, to say that we have not exceeded our capital—; | 
that which the shareholders have authorized—and we are not likely to ex-| | 
ceed that capital. | 

Mr. Hvaers : I did not say that, or intend to impute it, for one moment. | | 

Mr. Fawcett: As we have not exceeded our authorized capital, we have | | 
had no occasion to come to the proprietors. What we have power to deal | 
with is amply sufficient for all our purposes. Whenever it becomes neces- ' 
sary or desirable for the company to extend that capital further, we shall | | 
have to come to the proprietors, and lay a statement before them, and get} 
their authority with regard to the arrangement for doing so. Mr. Strode} 
very properly said that the directors, in the details of their arrangements, 
have not to come before the proprietors, and ask them whether they should} 
extend the works, either in bulk or seriatim. We had laid ourselves under | 
obligations, we have concessions in these various towns, and, as the consumpz- | | 
tion of gas extends, we are bound to provide gasholders, retorts, and mains, | | 
and every appliance for the purpose of supplying that extra consumption, | 
Nor is this any grievance; on the contrary, nothing is so satisfactory to the | 
board of directors as to find these towns requiring such outlays. We are | 

very much delighted whenever a new gasholder is required for one of our 

stations, and we are also much delighted at having to build new retort-| 
houses. Therefore it is that, as Mr. Strode very properly observed, it would | | 
be simplicity itself if we were to come to you and ask if we might be allowed || 
to spend £300, or £400, or £500, or £600, on this station, or that, or the | 

other. It is not intended, nor do I think the a desire anything of 

that kind. I am sure the worthy proprietor, who has opened this discussion | | 
with the most friendly spirit, will be satisfied when he learns that ee 
thing we have laid out for a very long time is becoming most bountifully | 
productive. A certain time is required for these things to take root, and for | 
any extension to bring forth all its fruits; but we have arrived at the turn- | 
ing point, and§we are now reaping some of the advantages of that capital | 
which we have expended, and which you entrusted us with some years ago. | | 
I only rose for the purpose of saying that we have not exceeded our capital, | 

and that we have no intention of applying to you for any extension of} 

powers at present. i| 
Mr. Hvaerss : I only wish to say one word in reply, and, so far, I am|'| 
very glad that I caused this subject to be ventilated. What has taken place | 
so far as regards extensions, has satisfied my mind that we have incurred | 














be satisfactory, no doubt, to all the gentlemen present. 
The SzcreTary: The only part of that expenditure, the necessity for 





the expenditure of a considerable sum of money, which I still look upon as 
a very large sum—£20,000 for the half year. 
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The CuarnMan: Pardon me, that is not for the half year; that is in two 
years and more. : ews 

Mr. Huaorss: That is only £5000 in the half year, then. How has that 
money been supplied > 

The CuairMAN: From our own resources. From the working capital, 
and the various funds we have at our command, and other means. 

A Prorriztor: Debentures? 

The CHAIRMAN: From debentures as well. 

Mr. Fawcett: We have borrowing powers. We had the power deputed 
to us by the shareholders to borrow money on debentures to the extent of our 
uncalled capital. 

Mr. Huaerns: You used the term, sir, ‘‘ out of our resources ;”’ that may 
mean out of profit, or almost anything else. 

Mr. Fawcett: You need not fear but that it will be debited to the capital 
account. 

Mr. Hvuaerns: I gathered that it would not be. 

The Cuarrman: Oh yes, it must go to that. It is not to be supposed that 
in a concern like this, lighting six large towns, there must not be some 
floating money, which I designated, amongst other things, ‘“ our resources.’’ 
Out of these resources we pay what has to be paid until the time comes for 
balancing accounts at the end of the year. All these things are then shown 
in the accounts. It is hardly likely that a large concern like ours should be 
hung up for £5000 in any one given half year, or £10,000 in the year. How 
could we carry on our operations if we had to come and ask for every £5000 
or £10,000 we wanted? That would not be the way to pay you a dividend 
of 10 per cent., but to break the company up. 

Mr. Puriurps thought that at the next meeting when the accounts were 
presented it would be desirable to keep this conversation in view. A great 
discretion must always be left in the hands of the managers of a gas-works, 
as it would not do for them to be continually saying they wanted eight or 
ten thousand pounds more for any particular concern. He believed that 
when the fresh capital was called up, the money was to be used at the dis- 
cretion of the board. He, for one, should not expect to be informed what 
expenditure would be required in three years time. 

r. Huaorns said he only wished that the probable expenditure during 
the ensuing six months should be mentioned. 

The Cxarrman: I must still endeavour to put myself right with you. 
This expenditure has not been incurred in this half year, but has been a 
long time about, and it has just now come to the point when part of the 
money has to be paid. It is not possible exactly to limit the expenditure in 
the half year, cutting off the beginning and end, and saying—‘‘ We shall 
spend such a sum.’ The necessity may have arisen for the expenditure 
some time before, and requirements which may arise this half year may 
have to be paid for in the next. This is about £20,000 in little more than 
two years, and I should think there is no gas undertaking in Europe, light- 
ing six towns such as those we light, where the addition to the capital has 
“nae te returns more rapidly in the way of profit, or where the dividends 

ave been more permanent and regular. We commenced with 2, 3, 4, and 
5 percent., from which the increase has been gradual to 10 per cent., and 
we can pay that permanently and consistently only by means of these what 
may be called unforeseen steps which we have taken in firm reliance 
that the proprietors gave us their confidence. If we are to be limited as to 
our powers, as seems to be suggested, I cannot answer how far the same 
success may continue to attend us. 

Mr. Stokes : It is very gratifying to me to find that on all the stations an 
increase has taken place in the number of lights. I took all the figures down. 


stations, and on the other three the balance is on the right side. I think 
the smallest increase which has taken place is that between 300 and 297. 
The whole result is, to my mind, highly satisfactory. 


think. 
The Cuarrman: 5000 lights in nine months, and I may add that the 


increasing. 
Mr. Stokes said he was very much gratified to find that it was so. When 
the concessions were granted he had expressed his pleasure at hearing it, 
and the success which he had then hoped for was now confirmed to an 
extent he had not expected. The concessions were granted on very low 
terms, and they all looked for the profit to be derived from an increase in 
the number of lights. It was very satisfactory to his mind that this increase 
had taken place so early. 
| Mr, Harnwortu asked if the increase in the price of coal mentioned in 
|the report was anything considerable. 
| ‘The CHATRMAN said it was of some importance, but the increased profits 
|covered the extra expense on that head. 
| Mr. Bappetry: The increase of lights has been alluded to by Mr. 
Stokes, and in connexion with that I may make one or two remarks as to 
the discretion used by the directors in the expenditure which has been 
|referred to. I happen to have some acquaintance with gas matters, and I 
| believe as a rule nothing militates more against the proper manufacture and 
jeconomy in working a factory than the want of gasholder room, which 
|appears to form a principal item in this expenditure. I may readily explain 
|what I mean by referring to the seven days in the week. it is just possible 
|that on the Sunday and Monday you may be making a stock of gas which is 
jnot all consumed, but that at the end of the week, on Friday and Saturday, 
\the demand for gas may be greater than you can possibly supply; so that 
|unless you begin the week with something more than the daily consumption 
lyou will have nothing to work upon at the end of the week. Then if your 
jretort-house has a certain number of retorts which when all at work will 
just keep you going, say, on Thursday. Friday, and Saturday, those retorts 
will have to stand idle on Monday and Tuesday if you have not sufficient 
gasholder room, because you are making gas which you are unable to store, 
jand the company does not gain the benetit of what is called even working. 
| Nothing conduces more to profit than even working—having the working of 
‘Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and the remaining days of the week of the same 
jcharacter. The wages are going on on Sunday and Monday just the same 
as on Friday and Saturday, although you are not making gas, and very often 
when you are short of store room the retorts have to remain idle, the usual 
heat is let down, and it takes a considerable time to get it up again. All 
these things lessen the profitable working of the company, and therefore 
when you speak of £10,000 or £15,000 being outlaid for the purpose of pro- 
viding gasholder room, you are doing the company most efficient service, 
because you are only creating a reserve of gas which you will be sure to 
require at the end of the week, and which will therefore turn to very good 
account hereafter. 

Mr. G, W. Smit said it seemed strange that the coke should not fetch 
a better price than formerly in consequence of the higher price of coal. 

The CHarrMan said that that was the case to some extent, but it did not 
| keep pace with the enhanced price of coal. 














On the present occasion there is a very considerable increase at three of the | 


A Proprizror: The whole increase for the half year is 5000 lights, I | 


| this company. 
accounts for the last month are still better, so that the progression is | 


| give me their assistance. 


| the chair, which he briefly acknowledged, and the meeting then separated. 


| 


Mr. Hvueeuns asked if there were any competition in the sale of coke in 
the towns where the company held concessions. 

The Secrerary said that in two towns—Amiens and Rouen—they had 
‘regular competition, the towns being divided into two districts, each lighted 
by_a separate company. 

Mr. StropE said that, although there was no competition in the supply 
of gas where a concession was held, there was no concession for selling coke. 
He could send a cargo of coke over at any time, and undersell the company, 
if he thought right. 

Mr. PuItuirs said it seemed to him important that§the charge for exten- 
sion should be properly made to plant. It had been called ordinary ex- 
penditure, and in one sense it might be, but in another it was not. He 
es the cost of gasholders was ange to plant. 

r. Fawcett: It is charged to capital. 

Mr. Puruxirs said it was, therefore, in one sense extraordinary ; he should 
call ordinary expenditure that which related to the working charges of the 
concern, which came out of the profit and loss account. The extensions 
were very satisfactory to his mind, but he thought the questions put were 
perfectly in order, and the discussion had led to a great deal of useful infor- |; 
mation being given. He supposed that due care would be taken that the 
proper amounts were charged to capital. 

he CuarrMan: Of course, that will be taken care of. 

Mr. Purtips said he dared say it was done as a matter of course, but gas- 
holders were different to other matters, if, as he had understood one 
honourale proprietor to say, they ware out in three years. 

Mr. Strope: No. Fas 7 

Mr. Pures thought he had said something like it, and, if so, he 
thought something ought to be charged in the working expenses for wear 
and tear. 

Mr, Srropz said he was very sorry to be misunderstood. What he said, 
or meant to say, was that when an enlargement of the works had been made, 
and the business increased in about three years, the child would again cry 
for more. He was sorry to say that gasholders would sometimes wear out in 
ten years, but then they were very bad ones. 

e motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The CHarrMAN: Well, gentlemen, we have no capital to ask you for to- 
day, therefore the business is over. ; 

Mr. BappELEY proposed a vote of thanks to the board for their able ma- 
nagement of the affairs of the company. He was very glad that the discus- 
sion had taken place, because it showed that the gentlemen who sat behind 
the table were always able to give a reason for the faith that was in them. 
The directors had greatly improved their property, and were able to give 
them a 10 per cent. dividend, and he therefore moved a cordial vote of 
thanks to them. st 

Mr. Puriutps begged to second the resolution as one of the original pro- 
prietors. He said that for four or five years after the commencement they 
were in a most miserable state, but afterwards a change took place and they 
began to flourish; and since then they had gone on most prosperously, and 
he thought they were all very much indebted to the direction for the able 
manner in which the concern was being carried on. 

The motion having been unanimously carried, 

Mr. Stokes moved a vote of thanks to the secretary, Mr. Backler. 

The Caarrman said he had much pleasure, as a director, in seconding 
the motion, knowing as he did the value of Mr. Backler’s services, as com- 
pared with other secretaries they had had. 

The motion having been carried unanimously, 

The SxcreTary said: Gentlemen, I thank you cordially for passing this 
resolution. There are two things without which it would be impossible for 
me to carry on efficiently the duties of my office, which I need not tell you 
is no sinecure. One is the confidence of the board, which I feel I have in 
every respect; and the other is the cordial assistance of those who, in this 
country and abroad, co-operate with me in carrying on the management of 
We have amongst them several most able men, and men 
who are really anxious to do their duty. Ido not mean the mere duty 
which each may have to perform in one particular station, but they are 
always ready to assist me in the general management with suggestions 
which sometimes are most valuable, and which conduce most strongly to 
the success of this undertaking. In thanking you, therefore, for the vote 
which you have been kind enough to pass to me, I must say that they are 
entitled to a great share of it, for the very cordial manner in which they 


A vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman for his able conduct in 





RATCLIFF GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders of this Company was 
held on Tuesday, the 26th ult., at the Offices of the Company, Back Road— 
Mr. Goopuanrr in the chair. 

The SEcrETaRY read the notice. convening the meeting, and affixed the 
seal to the register of shareholders. 

The Cuatrman: You will see, gentlemen, there is a proposition that Mr. 
Sander should be re-elected to-day, but he has been taken away from us in 
the meantime, and therefore that part of the business must be omitted. 

The Secretary then read the following report and accounts :— 


The directors have much pleasure in submitting their report and accounts for the 
half year ended Dec. 31, 1866. 

The steam-lift and gasholder, referred to in the last report, were only in action 
during a portion of the period over which such accounts extend, but the advantages 
anticipated from the outlay are already apparent. 

The directors, however, regret to observe that the trade of this company’s district 
has been seriously affected by the distress which has prevailed at the east end of 
London, and they congratulate you that they are able to present so favourable a 
statement, notwithstanding the increased and still increasing cost of coals, and other 
attendant difficulties. 

During the past six months the works have been maintained in an efficient state 
of ordinary repair, and a further part of the company’s water-side premises has been 
converted into freehold, a purchase which the executive feel assured will meet the 
approval of the shareholders. 

The total amount now owing on bonds is £14,000. 

The various bills before Parliament affecting. gas companies have engaged the 
serious attention of the directors, who will be prepared to act as they may be advised 
for the protection of your interests. 

It has become the painful duty of your directors to report the deaths of two 
members of the board within the last half year. Their late esteemed and respected 
chairman, Samuel Foulger, Esq., was elected a director in 1847, and presided over 
the company’s affairs with ability and courtesy for more than five years, and at @ 
times displayed the warmest interest in its success. 

In the deputy-chairman, Mr. Sander, a colleague is regretted whose connexion 
with the company as director dated from 1837, and no one could have discharged 
his duties with greater assiduity. The board are persuaded that the feelings of 
personal sorrow with which they allude to these losses will be fully reciprocated by 
the shareholders. 

The‘ accounts, which have been duly audited, show a net profit of £5089 0s. 2d., 
out of which your directors recommend that a dividend upon the paid-up capital of | 
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he rate of £5 per cent. for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1866, less 
adnan 4°} preg ab payable on and after the 10th day of April next. 
The retiring director, Andrew Wilson, Esq., and the retiring auditor, Henry 
Laurence Hammack, Esq., offer themselves for re-election. 
Dr. Trade Account, for the Siz Months ended December 31, 1866. Cr. 
To Directors allowances .£387 10 0 | By Gas-rental .£14,145 16 11 


























it is satisfactory. So far as we are concerned, as the directors, we are quite 
|| satisfied with it, and we hope you will be also. I will not detain you very 
long. This gasholder has been erected, as you have heard, and certainly it 
| has proved itself of great advantage during the short time it has been at 
j work. About two months ago, when the fogs came on so very heavily, if we 
|had not had it, I believe we should have been in darkness, It is a great 
| relief to us that we bave got it, and we hope it will be very beneficial to the 
‘company. I am sorry not to be able to give you any account about the new 
metropolitan gas bill. I have attended several meetings of the different 
companies, and we have sent in our explanations to the Board of Trade, and 
we hope they will receive them in the way we intend they should be taken— 
for the benefit of the companies generally. But, until the bill shall eome 
before the public, we are not in a position to give you it of it; we 
thought iast Fri that it would have come before the House, and that 
some discussion wo 
session of this fact, which is a very serious and important one at this time, 
because not only our own company but every other company will be affected 
by it. If it contains a clause of 3s. 6d. per 1000 for 18-candle illuminating 
{| gas 1 am afraid you will not get a shilling dividend; but I do not think the 

Government of this country will ever do so imprudentathing. I do not 
{think they will myself, but the public have made a great outcry about it. 
| However, many of the West-end vestries have declared that they do not wish 
|| the Board of Works to have so large asum as seven millions under their 
'control. The Marylebone vestry and ore or two others have expressed this 

opinion, and therefore I hope they will do nothing to interfere with us, 
|| which I am sure would be very impolitic. After all, it is only a trading 
/!company. We took it on speculation, and many of you must recollect when 
‘| we only got 2 per cent. 
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this has been done in the case of the new lift and gasholder, and I am quite 
sure that the board will continue to give their attention to the subjects 
which I have named. I can only say that I am extremely grateful to find 
that, notwithstanding what has occurred—namely, the distress in this 
locality, which has of course affected business, and consequently the con- 
sumption of gas—we shall still be receiving the same dividend, and I hope it 
will continue. 

Mr. Buaxe said he thought on the last occasion something was said about 
the — leakage under the docks, and asked if anything had been done to 
remedy it. 

The CuatrMAn said there was no leakage whatever. There had been some- 
thing said about the smallness of the aperture through which the gas passed 
under the docks, but he was not aware that there had been any leakage. || 
They might be quite satisfied of one thing, that it had been thoroughly | 
examined, and there never had been the slightest leakage, and if there had | 
been it would have been immediately looked to. | 

Mr. BLAKE said he had understood there had been a loss of £2000 a year} 
from that source. 

The CHAIRMAN said that was a mistake. 








| say—they had laid out a great deal of money—they had purchased freehold | 


The CuatrMaN : Gentlemen, you have heard the report read, and I think | 


| but the time was not yet arrived to report. 


property contiguous to their works, and he had hoped to have a report upon 
it that day. He need hardly say that it was very important in cases of gas- 
works to have the freehold property adjoining, in order to provide for exten- 
sion when it might be required. He was sorry to say that they were on an 
island, and could not very well extend, having the river on one side and the 
docks on the other. If they had had all the houses to supply which the 
docks had pulled down they would have had a much better return. 

A SHAREHOLDER said some inquiry was made on a former occasion about 
the increased consumption of coal, and he understood a person had been 
appointed to examine into it, and that some statement would have been 
given on this occasion. 

Mr. ANprew WItson said he had made the statement at the last meeting, 
Their engineer had been very 


busy, and had had no time to investigate it. Their manufacturing premises 


| were too much confined to admit of ges being manufactured in large quan- 


| did not know the correct circumstances from which the inquiries arose, but 


have taken place, when we should have been in pos- | 


I The public said nothing then; but now, because | 
| we are getting a fair remuneration, the public must have it. Although we | 
isk, putting our capital into it, we are not to reap the | 
I do not think the Government will do anything of the sort—at | 


any rate I hope not—but that we shall meet again, and be able to give you | 


the same dividends that we do now. 
A SHAREHOLDER: We must not expect much gratitude from the public. 
The Cuatnman: I have now to refer to a very painful subject, that is, the 
death of my predecessor, whose chair I occupy. He asked me in September 
to give him a relief, that he might go into the country, being out of health, 
| and asked if I would take the chair; I did not dream at that time that he 
would never take the chair again. It pleased God to take him very suddenly 
‘}at last. I saw him about a month before he departed, and I was greatly 
shocked at the vast alteration which had taken place in him; however, he 
has gone. He able and courteous, and devoted an immense deal of time 
to the company, and Iam sure you will all deeply regret bis death. Then, 
again, we have lost a very old director, who was 87 years of age—Mr. Sander. 
| That gentleman’s death causes a vacancy in your direction. We have 
| written a letter of condolence to the widows of both those gentlemen, and 
| we hope that will meet your approval. This vacancy having occurred, we 
| think itis time that it should be filled up, and, with your permission, we 
propose that, on the 26th of March next, you shall meet for the purpose of 
| electing a director in the room of Mr. Sander, and also in electing a deputy- 
| You are all aware of the great distress we have had 


| chairman to assist me. 
in this neighbourhood last season. I am happy to say that it has been miti- 













the neighbours have given. We, amongst others, have taken upon ourselves 
to administer to that relief, and therefore we have asked you to meet here 


| pense of meeting in the City. I think I have nothing more to say to you, 
except to move that the report and accounts now read be received, adopted, 
|| and entered on the minutes. 

Mr. H. Bappexey: I have great pleasure in seconding the resolution. 

, A SHAREHOLDER asked what was the expense of the gasholder and coal- 
ift. 

The CuairMan said he had forgotten to allude to the expense of the coal- 
lift and gasholder; they cost about £10,000 altogether. They could now, with 
the aid of the lift, take in about 150 tons of coal a day, which effected a 
great saving; and the gasholder, as he had before mentioned, was of great 
service in the mcnth of December when the heavy fogs occurred. 

Mr. Hammack said: Perhaps it is almost a work of supererogation, but I 
am quite sure, on the part of the proprietors, you will allow me to say that we 
share both your congratulations and also your sympathies in the expression 
of regret in the report. It was my privilege to know both the late chairman 
and Mr. Sander for many years, and I can bear my testimony to the very 
great interest which they always evinced towards this company. I feel with 
you that the distress in this locality must have caused you the greatest 
anxiety, but I know that the directors are very anxious, by the greatest 
possible economy in labour, to meet the difficulties and diminished prospects 
they have to contend with in the sale of gas. Iam quite certain that the 
time has arrived when it will be the duty of the board, in every possible way, 
to see how money can be saved; and it will be only in this way, and in 
endeavouring to increase customers, both in number and cuantity, and to 
induce them to take an increased supply, that, as we approach near town, 
we shall be able to keep up the position we have hitherto held. We see that 





tities as economically as it might be. It was satisfactory to know that the 
carbonization of coal had been diminished to a considerable extent. They 





probably it was from something over which the engineer had no control; 
all events, it was much less this year, and next year he hoped to report a 
still greater improvement. It was, he thought, hardly fair when there were 
changes in operation to tax the engineer with one thing and another, when 
he had to contend with so limited a space, which must cripple his hands very 
much. He could not manufacture gas advantageously until he had larger 
scope for so doing. They were, however, watching very narrowly the manu- 
facture, and the shareholders might dey ld | 


pend that every effort would be used 
to have a thorough and proper investigation if everything was not satis- 
factory. 








One thing he had omitted to |) 


A SHAREHOLDER asked what was the extent of the property bought. } 


Mr, Wiison said it was a frontage of 16 or 17 feet by a depth of 70 or 
80 feet, and when he announced that they had bought that property for 
about £1200, he thought that they would agree with him that it was an ad- 
vantageous purchase, 

A SHAREHOLDER asked if that was the ground on which they had the 
lift. 

The CHAIRMAN : It is just alongside. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The CuHarrMAN then moved that a dividend be declared for the half year 
ending the 31st of December, 1866, upon the paid-up capital of the company, 
at the rate of 5 per cent., less income-tax, payable on and after the 10th of 
April next. 

Mr. W11son seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Mr. H. BappELEy : Gentlemen, my friend, Mr. Wilson, retires from the 
direction to day by effiuxion of time, but he is a candidate for re-election, 
and I have, therefore, very great pleasure in proposing that A. Wilson, Esq., 
be re-elected. He has nobly done his duty the whole time. I have had th 
honour of sitting with him as his colleague, and I do not feel any doubt but 
that my motion will be seconded. 

Mr. SANDER seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Witson: Gentlemen, this is the third time I have had the p re of 
thanking you for electing me toa seat at this board. I have always endea- 
voured to do my duty, and I shall do the same for the future, and as long as 
I have power to act for you, 

Mr. J. BADDELEY proposed the re-election of Mr. H. L. Hammack as 
auditor. 

Mr. Nornis said he had great pleasure in seconding the motion, as he had 
had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Hammack from a child, and could speak in 
the highest terms of him. 

The motion was put and carried, and Mr. Hammack briedy returned 
















| thanks. 


| gated very much by the efforts of the Relief Committee and the amounts that | 


| to-day, as we thought it would be better that we should not be at the ex- | 





Mr. NutrEer: Gentlemen, before we part I should like to make a proposi- 
tion to you, and that is, that we pass a vote of thanks to the chairman and 
directors for the manner in which they have conducted our business during 
the last half year. If I may use a simile, we have a stormy ocean before us, 
and the captain and mate of this vessel have a great deal to do to avoid the 
shoals that are ahead; andI sincerely hope that they will steer clear of 
them, and that when we meet the next time we may be in as good a position, 
“—— s better, than we are now. 

r. Hammack said he would only supplement the observation of the 
honourable proprietor by saying that all that the company wanted was a fair 
wind and no favour, and then they had no fear but that they would get’! 
safely into port. He had much pleasure in seconding the resolution. 

The motion was then put and carried, 

The CuarrMAN begged to assure the meeting that it was with very great 
pleasure he rose to return thanks for the compliment they had paid to himself 
and the directors. He was quite sure that the gentleman who proposed it 
would not have done so if he had not thought they deserved it, and he could | 
only eay that so long as he retained the position he was in he should devote | 
all his energies to watch over the interests of the company. Both he and the| 
directors were large holders of stock, which they had gone into as a little| 
commercial speculation, and he sincerely hoped it would continue to flourish | 
as it had hitherto done. 

Mr. Witson said that some years ago, when the late Mr. Foulger was the 
chairman, there had been £50 per annum voted to him as extra remuneration 
for his able services as chairman. He was quite sure that they would con- 
tinue the same to their excellent friend who had succeeded him in that 
position. ‘ 

A Proprietor asked if it were competent for the meeting to pass such a 
vote. 

After some conversation on the subject, 
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Mr. SANDER proposed that the sum of £800 per annum should be the future 
remuneration of the directors, the distribution of which should be left in the 
directors own discretion, as that would avoid the necessity of making a special 
vote whenever they had the misfortune to lose their chairman. 

Mr. Hammack seconded the resolution, which was carried unanimously. 


to examine the books, and he could bear testimony to the excellent way in 
which the secretary fulfilled his duties. The books were kept in the simplest 
and most efficient manner, and he had much pleasure in moving a vote of 
thanks to the secretary and the other officers for their able and efficient 
services. 

Mr. LAMBERT seconded the resolution, which was carried unanimously. 

The Secretary: Allow me once more to thank you for the kind manner 
in which you have expressed your regard for my services. So long as I hold 
my present position 1 shall endeavour to do my duty, andI shall be very 
glad if in the parliamentary inquiry to which we shall be subjected we come 
out as scathless as we hope to do. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





UNITED GENERAL GAS COMPANY. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of Proprietors of this Company was 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 19, at the London Tavern—Rozsert Hupson, Esq., 
in the chair. 

The Cuarrman said: Gentlemen, in accordance with the promise that I 
gave you when I had the pleasure of meeting you in September, that we 
would lay before you the award of the arbitrators, you are summoned espe- 
cially for that purpose to-day. We have thought the more simple and better 
plan would be to prepare a report, which I will now call upon the secretary 
to read, after he has read the notice convening the meeting. 

The Szecrerary then read the notice calling the meeting, and the following 
report :— 

The directors have to inform the proprietors that the award of the arbitrators, 
Messrs. Barlow and Hawksley, under the Act passed last session, was made on the 
27th of November last, and is as follows :— 

The value of the transferred premises, £240,000;; the book debts, stock, and 
sundry materials, £26,511. 

In addition to the above, the company is entitled to interest on these amounts at 


|| the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, from the 29th of September until the day of pay- 


ment, which, if reckoned up to the 3lst of March next, will amount to £ . 

The sum of £240,000 is to be paid by the Alliance Company by an allotment to the 
shareholders of this company of 13,500 fully paid-up shares of £10 each in their 
company, amounting to £135,000, and by a payment in cash of £105,000; and the 
directors propose, as a payment on account, to divide these shares and the cash as 
soon as possible after they have been received, which will — for each United 
General Company’s share one and a half share in the Alliance Company and 
£11 13s. 4d. in cash. . 

There will then remain in the hands of the directors the amount awarded for 
book debts, stock, and sundry materials, £26,511; the interest calculated to the 
| 3lst of March, £6663; and a sum of £4000 to be paid under the agreement to this 
company in or towards making compensation, at their discretion, to such of their 
| officers and servants whose services are not required by the Alliance Company. 

On the other hand, the liabilities, so far as they can be ascertained to the present 
| time, amount to £18,061, leaving a balance over and above the ascertained liabilities 
| of £19,113, to provide cumpensation to officers, Limerick capital, and other con- 
| tingencies ; and the directors invite the proprietors to name three of their body to 
| confer with them on these points, on the settlement of which they will be prepared 

to divide any balance that may remain in their hands. 
| With regard to Limerick, seeing the steady increase of the business there, the 
| efficiency of the company’s plant, and the facility, at a moderate outlay, of rendering 
| that plant equal toa much larger business, the directors are of opinion that the 
| course most conducive to the interests of the shareholders would be to continue the 
| operations there, and, with the view of doing so at the least cost to the proprietors, 

are prepared to give their own services gratuitously, and to pledge themselves to the 
| strictest economy in any expenditure in London, 


| 

The CHarrMAN: I think, gentlemen, we have drawn up this report so 
| exhaustively that it will be unnecessary for me to detain you with any 
There are one or two little matters of detail, such as the appoint- 





| remarks, 


|| ment of three gentlemen, who we hope will co-operate with us in making 





compensation to those of our officers who have not been taken over by the 

| Alliance Company, although I am very happy to inform you that that com- 
pany has taken more than the majority of our officers over to their business, 
and those that remain will have to be considered in the apportionment of 
the amount of £4000 which will be paid by the other company under the 
agreement, besides any little balance in addition that the committee may 
think right. As there are a good number of resolutions which we shall have 
to read to you for the purpose of carrying out this arrangement, I will at 
once sit down, at the same time saying that I shall be most happy fuily to 
answer any question which any proprietor may wish to put. 

A Proprietor said the item of £18,000 of liabilities seemed rather large, 
considering that, so far as working expenses were concerned, they had been 
led to understand that they were paying their way. He should like to have 
some explanation of that; and there was also a minor point which he thought 

| worthy of notice. There was very often inconvenience in obtaining pay- 
{ment of dividend in provincial companies unless the name of a London 
| banker were attached to the warrants, and perhaps this would be looked to 
| in the case of the Alliance shares which were allotted. 
| The CHarrman: With respect to the first question, you must take into 
| consideration that which we have been obliged to get our bankers to advance, 
|and they have advanced us £8000, and we have had £5000 from Dublin, 
That has to be paid back again, which makes this amount very much larger 
| than it would have been. As my friend reminds me, we have been trading 
| on borrowed capital, I am sorry to say, for some years. With respect to the 
other point, of course when the time comes we will take care to request the 
Alliance Company to so manage as will not inconvenience the large number 
of shareholders in London. 
A Proprietor said that, as he understood, the amount at present coming 


|to each shareholder of the United General Company was £26 13s. 4d. per 
| share—viz., £11 133, 4d. in cash, and a share and a half of £10 paid in the 


Alliance Company, equal to $15. He wished to ask what the shareholders 
might ultimately expect. At the previous meeting they had been led to hope 
they would receive something about £36 10s. per share, and he would like to 
know whether the directors were still of the same opinion. 
Mr. H. P. StepHENSON said he thought the honourable proprietor was 
uoting from the figures which he had given, and which were to this effect, 
that if they obtained the maximum amount from the Alliance Company, and 
reckoning the premium on their shares, the value to each United General 
share would be about £36 10s.; whilst if the minimum amount were ob- 
tained, also reckoning the premium on the Alliance shares, the value would 
be about £34. They had only received the minimum amount in the arbitra- 
tion, £240,000, and therefore he did not expect they would receive a value of 
more than £34 per share. This, however, included the value of the Limerick, 
which he put at about £2 5s. per share. Since he had spoken thus, how- 
ever, the Alliance Company having issued a large amount of new capital, 
their shares had rather decreased in price; and, although there was no 
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doubt that they would pay a good dividend, the premium would not, 
perhaps, be quite so high as he had then taken it at. : 

A Proprietor thought that a copy of the report ought to be in the hands 
of the proprietors before they were asked to decide upon and approve it, 
For aos he could not give a vote one way or the other from only hearing 
it read. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said the directors would have no objection to adjourn the 
meeting for this purpose, if the shareholders wished it, but he did not see the 
necessity for so doing. : 

Another Proprietor said he considered that the report ought to be in the 
hands of the shareholders. 

The CuarrMaNn: We can have no objection. 

Mr. Goprrey: The proposition is so simple that it appears to me hardly 
worth while to incur the delay and expense of an adjournment. The only 
funds we shall have to deal with, so soon as the arrang ts are pleted, 
are the £240,000, which will be paid as to £135,000 in the shares of the 
Alliance Company, and as to £105,000 in cash. Ido not think the share-; 
holders can have any objection to the proposition mentioned in the report, 
the whole of the cash being immediately distributed. Upon that point, I do 
not think we need have any delay; and with regard to the balance, it} 
appears to me that the directors are not yet in a position to lay before us a/| 
statement of accounts. There are probably outstanding claims, some of 
which may have to be adjusted, so that I apprehend the directors are hardly |! 
in a position at the present moment to tell us what the outstanding claims 
are. { 

The CHarRMAN: Our ordinary meeting will take place this day fortnight, 
and we shall then be able to lay the balance-sheet before you. | 

Mr. Goprrey: That is an additional reason for not adjourning the meet- 
ing. The only remaining question is as to the Limerick business. As to 
that I do not think we need require any further consideration ; it appears 
that the directors are not in a position to sell it advantageously, but that 
the works were in a most efficient state, and not only efficient for present 
working, but for greatly increased working, and therefore it is surely de-| 
sirable to continue that business on the very moderate scale of expenses || 
which the directors propose, taking nothing whatever for their own remune- | 
ration, and limiting the expenses in London 2s much as possible. I do not | 
think, therefore, there can be two opinions as to its being desirable to con-!| 
tinue the business until the directors have such an offer as they think it 
prudent to lay before the shareholders. ' | 

A Proprietor: I take it this arrangement is already entered into, and 
our approval is a mere matter of form. 

The CHarrMAN: Quite so. It is done by Act of Parliament. 

The Proprietor: Therefore no possible object can be gained by adjourn- | 
ing to-day’s meeting. At all events, we may safely approve of the arrange- || 
ment so far, and wait for your report upon the remaining part of the || 
proceedings. 1 

The CHAIRMAN said that if they were to adjourn for a month the result || 
would be simply to delay the payment of the money to the shareholders, || 
which the directors were anxious to carry out as soon as possible. 1} 

A Proprietor said that as certain resolutions were to be brought before || 
them for confirmation, they ought to have had the resolutions before them || 
previously to coming to the meeting. A short time ago their shares were || 
worth from £40 to £50, and they were now going to get about £27 of real|| 
value for them. He understood that the shares which were reported a forte |! 
night previously to be worth £3 premium were now down to par. However, | 
that had nothing to do with the question, which really was that they ought |, 
to know more fully what they were going to do before they were asked to) 
doit. There might also be other things which it would be beneficial for the | 
shareholders to know; for instance, they had a large board of directors, and} 
they ought to know how their pay was going on, as the working had ceased | 
since September. Whatever small balance they had to divide ought to be! 
economized as much as possible. 

The CHarnMAN remarked that since the 20th of September the directors | 
had not taken one halfpenny of fees. | 

Mr. Gop¥rrey suggested that the resolutions should be read. 

The CHAIRMAN said he should be happy to do so. They were simply} 
formal resolutions authorizing the directors to carry out the arrangements || 
mentioned in the report. He then read the resolutions, and moved that! 
they be passed. 

Mr. WHEELER seconded the motion. ' 

Mr. Lystey: I do not know whether I am in order in making a few!| 
remarks on the nature of this agreement, which, I must confess, to a cone || 
siderable degree disappoints me. Looking at the figures to see what we'| 
receive for what has been expended in the United General Gas Company, I 
see that we receive about £27 for every £50 we have ‘laid out on the pro-|! 
perty. Now, that is not an uncommon thing in public companies, for in || 
very many companies the shareholders only receive about half what they || 
have expended, but it is an uncommon thing in gas companies. What-| 
ever competition there may be on one side or on the other, that party that | 
takes our company gains as much as we lose, and I cannot but say that the 
terms which were obtained were scarcely such as we had a right to expect. | 
I have to say a few words upon one clause which no one else has adverted to 
—viz., the merits of our officers, and the sum of money which is appropriated 
for their remuneration. When a gentleman goes into an establishment of| 
this kind, never foreseeing that it will be bought up by another company, he| 
naturally looks upon it as a permanent provision, probably for life, and, as 
this has been entirely altered, I hope the claims of those gentlemen will be) 
considered fairly and favourably. | 

A Proprieror asked whether practically the Alliance Company had not 
purchased their property at a price which would really pay nearly 7 per| 
cent. on the rental, because if so that would be so much the better for those) 
who took the one and a half shares in the Alliance Company. Considering 
the case in that light, although no doubt they would have preferred to have| 
had the £270,000, yet it was some compensation to them to know that if the | 
Alliance had a great bargain in paying £240,000, they would, being share-| 
holders in the company, reap some of the advantage. No doubt there would| 
be a premium fon those shares, although, like everything else, they had| 
somewhat gone down. Considering the whole matter, and recollecting that} 
the Alliance Company when competing with them had paid 8 per cent., he 
had very little doubt that, now they had the whole concern under one 
Management and with no competition, they would pay 10 per cent. : 

Mr. SterHenson: I was not aware that the question of the policy 
of this arrangement with the Alliance Company would again have been 
mooted at this meeting, although I am quite aware that there are seve 
of our shareholders who are not satisfied with the arrangement that was 
carried out by Act of Parliament. I can readily understand that gentlemeD 
who purchased one share at a time when they stood at £50 or £52 in the 
market are naturally dissatisfied at the amount coming to them under this 
arrangement. That is very easy to be understood, but I would like to recall 
the minds of proprietors to the fact that when I stood among them our 
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and the greatest amount of prosperity which we saw 
ca was that po! wy ane oe ee . We 
ing 10s. half yearly as dividend to our shareholders, and, as 

[Saeg 7% owen | newande to 20s., 22s, 6d., and even 258. a 
;| share, that being the largest amount we amg and certainly the directors are 
|| not responsible for the public running after the shares and creating a rise 
'|in their value. Since then, as you are aware, not only our shares but those 
|! of all other gas companies have been “+ Mr. Warren, I believe, is 
‘la shareholder in the Brighton and Hove Gas Company, and I would 
ilask him if those shares were not selling at one time at £32 for 
| £20 paid; and is it possible now to get £22, or even £20, for 
\them in the market? That has been owing to another company 
|!coming in and obtaining competing powers, and forcing them to sell 
| | gas at 33. 6d. per 1000. think the proprietors would have had 
“very great cause of complaint against the directors sitting here, if, when 
I] they had the chance of making this arrangement for amalgamating with the 
|| Alliance Company, they had refused to carry out that amalgamation, and we 
|| had then been forced into selling gas at Dublin at a most unremunerative price 
|—such a price as we should have been unable to pay a dividend to our share- 
|| holders with. I should have been tenacious about speaking so strongly 
| myself in favour of this arrangement, if our shareholders had been prepared 
to give a due meed of praise to the directors for carrying it out, because I, 
individually, have been most anxious that the arrangement should be com- 
pleted; and I see no reason to change my opinion. I was so, because at the 

| time we made this arrangement with them we had difficulties and disasters 
| looming in the future, and we did not see our way clearly how to get over 
\them. We had, in the first instance, an increase of illuminating power to 
'16 candles to contend against, and I am quite sure that the Alliance Com- 
| pany will find that no light matter in their management. We had this also 
|! to consider, that if we had continued our business in Dublin we must have 
| thoroughly changed our system of management that had been going on there 
|! for years. I have no hesitation in saying—lI used to say it as a shareholder 
| and I say it now as a director—that the system of management was such as 
| we could not have continued, and it is owing to the way the company has 
been managed over there that you have not done much better than you have 
jdone. Then there was the question of bad debts—a most important and 
|| difficult question. We could not, with any satisfaction to ourselves, cut off 
' the consumers, because they immediately went to the Alliance; and, there- 
| fore, our bad debts were very high. Looking to all these and other circum- 
stances, therefore, I, individually, thought it most desirable that this arrange- 

| ment should be carried out. And what is the effect of this arrangement? 
' I should like you particularly to notice that, not that we get £27 per share, 
!as Mr. Lysley said—and he certainly put it at the very lowest point—because 
you will allow me to point out that the share and a half of the Alliance is, 
at par value, £15, and we propose to give you in cash £11 13s. 4d., making 
£26 133. 4d. But an £8 paid Alliance share is selling now in the market at 
|| £9 15s.; they have sold in the market as high as £14 for £8 paid, but at this 
| present moment they are selling at £9 15s. Reckoning the same premium on 
| the £10 share as upon the £8 share, the one and a half share would realize a 
| premium of £3 5s., and then our remaining assets at Limerick would be £4, 
;so that you realize altogether in market value of your shares, which I 
believe are now at £28 in the market, 433 18s. 4d. But I should like the 
;shareholders to look at it in another light, not in the light of how much 
money you get for your shares, but of how much dividend you will get 
jannually from the result of this arrangement. Now, I take it that the 





shares were only 
in the future at t 


| persevered in, may be successfully resisted, it is highly desirable that the members 


|| Alliance, having paid 8$ per cent. themselves on their own capital, and | 


‘| saying that they have done that—and as in all likelihood they will save 


|| something like £5000 a year on the management, £2000 a year on bad debts, 


| having purchased our company at a low price—and I have no hesitation in | 


jand a considerable amount in leakage—I may mention that whereas the | 


| Alliance and the Hibernian Companies together had seven mains running 
| from the works up to Carlisle Bridge, they are now laying one 36-inch main, 
|and are going to take up the seven and work with one alone, so there will be 
| an immense amount saved in leakage and taking up of duplicate mains, even 
| with the disadvantage of supplying 16-candle gas which the Alliance 
| will labour under as a united company—I do not think I shall be assuming 
| too much when I assume that the Alliance will pay them safely 10 per cent. 
| within, I will say, twelve months or two years. ell, now, if each share- 
| holder in this company takes his £11 13s. 4d., which we give him, and in- 
vests it in the purchase of an Alliance share, he will then hold two anda 
| half Alliance shares for every one United General share. I will for the pre- 
sent put the assets and the Limerick business entirely on one side, and assume 
| there is nothing there at all. Well, assuming you have two and a half 
| Alliance shares for every United General share, how do you stand for divi- 
|dend? For the last four half years we have paid the following dividends in 
| the United General :—Dec., 1864, 21s. 3d.—that is, about it, reckoning the 
| entire profit we made, which we might have divided; June, 1865, 22s. 6d. ; 
| December, 1865, 22s.; June, 1866, 22s. I do not think I am far wrong in 
| assuming that, if we had gone on at Dublin as a separate company, we should 
| not have been able to pay dividends equal to those for the future; but, 
|assuming that those were the dividends, and that for the future we should 
| have been able, if we had gone on as a —- company, to have paid 20s. 
|each half year as dividend, how will you be if the Alliance pay 10 per cent., 
|and you hold two and a half shares? You will receive 25s. half yearly, so 
| that really you will gain 5s. a share half yearly, throwing Limerick and the 
| other assets on one side. I think that is all I have to say on the matter, but 
I certainly look upon the arrangement as a most advantageous one for this 
company, under the circumstances in which we were placed. 
| The CuarnMAN then put the resolutions to the meeting, and they were 
carried unanimously. 
| A Proprretor asked how soon they might expect to receive the money ? 
| The CHarRMAN: As soon as we receive the money we shall distribute it. 
| Perhaps the meeting will now elect three gentlemen to confer with the 
directors on the remuneration to be awarded to the retiring officers. 
| Mr. Warren thought it had better be left to the directors, who must be 
better acquainted with the respective merits and circumstances of the gentle- 
| men referred to. 
| The CHAtRMAN said it would be a satisfaction to the board to have three 
|; gentlemen to confer with them upon the subject. He begged to suggest Mr, 
| Smythe and Mr. Godfrey as two in whom all the shareholders had confidence, 


Mr. Booptx proposed the name of Alderman Stone as the third. 


|| Messrs. Smythe, Godfrey, and Alderman Stone were then unanimously 
| elected to confer with the directors on the matters referred to. 

| Mr. Goprrey, as the only one of the three present, begged to thank the 
|| Meeting for such a mark of confidence, and said he should not have thought 
| of accepting the trust if there had been any idea that they were to act in any 
way independently of the board. One of his colleagues was the largest 
shareholder in the concern, so that whatever money was sopreneiated to the 





stances he felt sure the shareholders would repose the fullest confidence in 
their Bn soe 

A ProprRizETor thought that the £4000 was voted by the Alliance Company 
for the purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that the £4000 was to be paid by the Alliance 
Company towards the remuneration of those officers who were not taken over. 
The committee just seyetaten, with the directors, would decide what further 
sum should be awarded. | 

Mr, T. Lowe WHEELER proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and || 
directors for their able management of the company’s affairs. 1} 

Mr. BoopLe seconded the motion, He knew only too well that gas pro- | 
perty stood in a very ticklish and uncertain position, and they had got through | 
this matter as they had only by the energy and discretion of their directors. | | 
For his own part, he was quite satisfied with what had been done. ' 

The CuarrMaN briefly acknowledged the compliment, and the meeting | 
separated, || 


| 


| 





WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY. "| 


An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Proprietors of this copay 
was held at the offices, No. 28, Argyll Street, on Thursday, Feb. 283—F. W. || 
RussEt1, Esq., M.P., in the chair. | 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting, and the following | | 
report :— 

The directors have to submit to the meeting an audited account, showing the | 
result of the company’s working for the first half of the financial year, 1866-7, and to 
report that, although the expenses of manufacturing and distributing gas have in- 
creased since the price was reduced, yet, owing to the large additional business 
which has accrued in the more improving part of the company’s district, the profits 
< the half year suffice to maintain the maximum dividend allowed by the Metropolis 

yas Act. 

The directors therefore recommend the meeting to declare the following dividend, 
less income-tax, viz. :—10s. per A share, £10 paid; 5s. per New B share, £5 paid ; 
3s. per C share, £3 paid at date of the account; ls. per D share, £1 -_ 

The directors regret to say that the companies opponents are still persisting in 
their attacks, and seek to place the metropolitan gas supply under new regulations, 
wholly inconsistent with the rights of the companies. And this course is taken, 
notwithstanding the deliberate settlement of the metropolis gas question in 1860, 
after three years of ee pen | investigation, and the liberal reductions in the 
price of gas, to the extent of nearly a quarter of a million per annum, which the com- 
panies have since made without waiting to make up their authorized reserve-funds. 

The Government, having been urged to promote further legislation on the subject, 
have expressed their desire to facilitate an early settlement of the differences that 
have arisen; and the President of the Board of Trade, having ascertained on the one 
hand the terms d ded of the panies, and on the other the concessions to 
which the companies agree, has given notice of his intention to introduce “A Bill 
to amend the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860.” 

The parliamentary proceedings of the session will, therefore, doubtless require the 
utmost vigilance and attention on the part of the companies, but the directors can- 
not anticipate that Parliament will knowingly break faith with them, and materially 
interfere with the vested interests of the shareholders, who have embarked upwards 
of six millions of their capital under the express sanction of the Legislature, for the 
purpose of supplying the metropolis with gas, especially as not a single breach of 
their parliamentary obligations has been established against the companies. 

In order, however, that the unr le d ds of the i ts, if 








of the Legislature should be made thoroughly acquainted with the merits of the 
companies case; and the directors trust, therefore, that shareholders who have it in 
their power to render assistance in this behalf will lose no opportunity of doing so, 
for which purpose the necessary information can be obtained on application to the 
secretary. 
The Secretary then read the statements of account. 
The CuHarrman: Gentlemen, it is my duty now to occupy your time, but 
I promise you I shall not detain you iong from the other more important 
duties of the day. Under ordinary circumstances I should not have thought 
it right to intrude upon your time at all, but should have left the report 
which has been placed in your hands to have spoken for itself; but we are 
living in extraordinary times. We must have supposed that after the severe 
struggle which we went through in 1860—a struggle which terminated then 
the discussions of three years of very calm (but I will not say calm, for it 
was rather excited, but certainly a most patient and well-considered) study 
of the whole question—we might have come to what we might have believed 
would have been a complete and final settlement of this important question. 
Now, gentlemen, I should like to ask, what is considered a good title in*this 
country? Generally speaking, when we want to confirm a title, we go to 
Parliament, and get a bill passed through the House, which becomes law, 
and after that we think we have the very best title we possibly can have to 
an ey That course has been gone through, certainly not by an indi- 
vidual, but by companies, recognized, most of them, indeed all, by Acts of 
Parliament in different forms; and after an inquiry—not an inquiry merely 
touched up by themselves, or jobbed by them, but forced upon them by 
parties who opposed their interests—after this a settlement was come to, 
and we certainly conceived it was a final settlement; but that is not the 
feeling of parties who want to proceed to destroy the property in these com- 
panies. When we recollect how many persons there are who bought this 
a ae believing that they were buying that} which was sanctioned by 
aw—what a number of trust-funds there are constituted under it—what a 
number of persons feel that their future means depend wholly on the pro- 
perty obtained through these companies, I do think it is a most unjust pro- 
ceeding that in this free and happy country we cannot have all things as we 
think they ought to be; and, though this professes to be the best-governed 
country in the world, still there is a considerable scope even for Parliament 
to do a great deal of wrong. However, we shall endeavour to do our duty, 
and to protect your interests as far as we can; and I hope and trust we shall 
protect them effectually. We shall only do so fairly and legitimately, for 
nothing shall drive us into doing anything that we might be at all ashamed 
off. We shall take care to avoid that, and we shall be able to present such 
a case as that we shall defeat our opponents. In the meantime, I think we 
are treated rather unfairly. The other day the President of the Board of 
Trade, at a very late hour—I think half-pastone in the morning—I had asked 
him before whether he intended to proceed with; the bill, and he said he 
should make a short statement, and certainly have it read the first time that 
night—well, he got up in the House at half-past one, and it was all settled 
in a mere wave of the hand. He put a piece of paper in the clerk’s hand, 
and the Speaker said, ‘‘That the bill be read a first time.” There was no 
statement, no report, and nothing was known of the terms of it. Since then 
we have endeavoured to learn something of the terms of the bill, but it has 
been all in vain, and we have got no information whatever. Indeed, the 
printing of the bill has been delayed to enable Government to determine on 
its provisions. The provisions of the bill were not settled. We are told 
that the bill will be in print to-morrow, and I can.only say that we regret 
exceedingly that we were not enabled to have it before this meeting. It 
would have been most gratifying to us to have shared with you all the in- 
formation we had, but we were prevented from doing so, and we cannot 
until a future meeting enter into all those explanations which we should 











officers the largest share would come out of his pocket. Under these circum- 
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have liked to have done. No doubt we shall have a great deal of sympathy 
throughout the country, for there are many persons in it largely interested 
in these companies, holding stakes in them. No doubt we shall have their 
support, and I believe we s be able to make as good a case as we did in 
1860. In the meantime we must see we are thoroughly up to our work, and 
take very good care to have our houses in good order and prepared to meet 
the charge of the enemy; and I trust we shall be able to defeat them. We 
will now proceed to the other business of the day. The first resolution will 
be—‘‘ That the directors report and the statement of accounts now read be 
received and adopted.” 

Mr. LiguTLy Srrpson seconded the motion. 

A Proprietor said at the last half-yearly meeting he had asked the 








chairman if they were likely to have a call made in the course of the half 
year, and the answer was ‘‘ No;” but very soon after they got home those who 
were liable to be called on had notice to pay a certain call. He should like 
to ask if the liberty eould not be granted to the shareholders to pay in an- 
— of calls, so that the call need not be pressed when the money was 
wanted. 

The CHArtrMAN said this course could not be adopted. It was impossible 
to have the amount of their capital determined by the desire of any par- 
ticular shareholder to advance the money, nor would they be able, really, 
to pay interest upon money so advanced. 

he Proprietor then asked if there were any likelihood of another call 
being required that half year. 
The CuarrMan: Yes, I think we shall have to make a call on the C shares 
shortly. I think the C and the B will all stand alike, and we shall be able 
to simplify the state of our capital account. 
The Proprietor said he had had no information respecting the new 
retort-house, or how the works were going on; he should like to know 
whether the new buildings were nearly finished ? 
The CHarRMAN said the shell of the building was completed, but it was 
not filled with retorts. The works were proceeding very steadily, but he 
thought after next spring the whole of the gas would be manufactured in the 
new building. 
The Proprietor then asked if they would do away with the round retort- 
house they had at present. 
The CHarrMAN said very likely that would be the case, as they would pro- 
bably require an extension of works, and more gasholder room, and the 
ground occupied by that building was the most convenient on which to erect 
a new gasholder. 

Mr. SLATER said the first paragraph in the report referred to an increase in 
the cost of manufacturing and distributing gas, but the reason of that increase 
was not stated. Perhaps that would be answered presently. He also wished 
to know whether they had a reserve-fund, and, ifso,towhatamount. Then 
with regard to this question of the new bill, he was very happy to hear from 
the chairman that they were buckling on their armour, and preparing to fight. 
There was another question on which he should like tomake a remark, He 
thought the hands of the executive ought to be strengthened. He was afraid 
that gas companies were becoming too much like the railways—whenever a 
man got a little bruised or shaken, he employed a gentleman, one of the long 

robe, and got a great amount of damages out of the company; and these 
| thing were creeping in amongst gas companies. If there was a little bit of 
|an explosion there was an action brought against the gas company. He was 
j not going minutely into the question of the proper mode of stopping off the 
gas, but every gentleman at all connected with gas companies would know 
what he was driving at, and he thought every care ought to be taken, and no 
expense spared, to see that these things were properly done. When these 
matters came into courts of law, some judges who understood gas took it in a 
proper light, but when the matter was before a body of gentlemen, and they 
were shown this way and that way of doing the thing, they might, as 
pie se be very apt to think that a certain way was best, and be influenced 
accordingly, and great injury might be done in this way to a gas company. 

The CHarrMaAN: With respect to the questions which have been put as 
to the increased cost of gas, it has arisen from the increased cost of coal in a 
great measure. It is, of course, clear to all of you that the price of gas must 
depend upon the cost of that material from which it is solely produced. 
With respect to the reserved fund, our anxiety to meet the desire of the 
public as far as we possibly could, by keeping down the cost of gas, has pre- 
vented us availing ourselves of the powers given us in the Act of 1860, and 
laying up a reserve-fund, and we felt that with that great care and atten- 
tion which we pay to the working of the we 4 we might safely dispense 
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a gas company which at one time stood at a high premium, are now ata 
discount. It has been stated, and very properly stated, that a vast amount 
of property is held by widows and orphans, and parties who invested in it 
considering that they could not invest their property with greater security 
to their descendants than by investing it in such companies. A friend of 
mine only a fortnight ago said to me, ‘I am a trustee under a will of an 
old gentleman, and he invested all his property in a gas company, consider- 
ing that an investment not liable to fluctuation, and that his descendant 
would be certain to receive a regular income. Now, what is the state of 
that gas company? The shares, which were at 88, are now down to 64, and 
probably the descendants will suffer in proportion.” What a lamentable 
state for the families who have been depending upon an income derived 








from investments in gas companies. These are matters of very grave con- 
sideration, and I should be very much surprised if the Legislature does not 
give that careful consideration which, as my honourable friend said, they 
did in 1860, when an inquiry was gone into which occupied 20 or 30 days, 
and when we thought that pe would have been settled for ever. We 
thought that the parties would then have been satisfied ; but, no, they never 
will be satisfied. They have no property of their own to lose, and they 
think it a becoming mode of proceeding to acquire a little evanescent 
popularity by destroying the property of those who have nothing else to 
depend upon. The gas companies have most faithfully performed their 
duties to the public, and will continue to do so; but it must be obvious that 
when they are called upon session after session to incur very heavy expense 
in defending their property, that which the public is so anxious to obtain | 
must be deferred—perhaps to a very distant date. If the consumers of gas) 
will only leave the matter in the hands of the directors, and will not inter- 
fere with them, that which they are desirous of getting will come to them || 
at the proper time; but we are bound as directors of companies to make no || 
concession which will put our dividends in jeopardy. The honourable pro-| 
prietor has alluded to the great liabilities to which gas companies are sub- | 








jected. A careless servant may be the cause of setting fire to premises worth 
£10,000 or £20,000, and for the carelessness of that servant the gas com- 
pany may be made responsible. I think the subject is well worth the atten- || 
tion of all gas companies, and if any gentleman can suggest ais to || 
increase the protection on this point, I am sure the directors will be very | 
glad to receive it. I have to apologize for troubling you too long, but I am 
deeply interested in gas property, and sincerely trust the day is not far dis- 
tant when this property will be _ in that state of security which the landed | 
interest now enjoys. It would be quite as right for tenant farmers to apply 
to Parliament to compel landlords to affix a maximum price per acre for the! 
land ; but such an idea would be scouted in the House of Commons. Why | 
should there be any distinction made between me, who have invested my} 
~ in gas, and a gentleman who may have invested his ag mee in| 
and? Isincerely trust that through that sense of duty which ought to| 
distinguish the House of Commons, at no distant day our property will be 
as safe as it ought to be, and that the present state of depreciation will be | 
succeeded by a state of prosperity. | 
The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 
The CuarrMAn then moved—‘‘ That on the recommendation of the board | 
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a dividend, less income-tax, be and the same is hereby declared of 10s. per 
Ashare; 5s. per B share; 3s. per Cshare; and ls. per D share.” 

Mr. L. Supson seconded the motion, which was immediately carried. 

The CuarrnMaNn: We shall take care, gentlemen, that that dividend will! 
be paid to you immediately. 

A Proprietor asked if the ensuing call would be made at once or at the 
end of the year. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not quite determined upon, but it would pro- || 
bably be required in a short time. 1] 

Mr. Gray said he should be very unwilling for the meeting to separate | 
without expressing the great obligations they were under to the secretary for || 
his indefatigable exertions in the defence of their property, and he should! 
like to propose that a compliment of 100 guineas be presented to him. 1| 

Mr. CRowTHER begged to second the proposition. || 

Mr. S. Barer (the secretary) said he was taken quite by surprise at this | 
motion, and apologized for interrupting. He felt very deeply the kindness of I] 
the gentlemen who had moved in this matter, but suggested the withdrawal || 
of the resolution. He was quite sure the better plan would be to leave the || 
remuneration for his services to the board, and let it be treated in the usual | | 
way. He knew that he had, happily, possessed for many years the full con- || 
fidence of the directors, and he was willing to leave anything of that kind || 
in their hands. There was, no doubt, a most trying and anxious time at | 








for the present, until times worked round a little better, with the reserve- 
fund. There is no question as to that which Mr. Slater has drawn attention 
to—the very unreasonable demands made against gas companies for acci- 
dents—being very important. I believe in most cases these accidents are | 
attributable to want of care on the part of persons consuming gas. It is | 
impossible for a company to be reasonably made responsible for accidents | 
that occur within premises, and I believe all those accidents have, in a | 
great measure, arisen either from defective fittings or some cause of that 
kind. I can only state that the immunity which the company has hitherto 
had in this respect is the best proof we can offer to the shareholders that we 
have not overlooked that question, but have been most careful in everything 
connected with it. We wish in all these matters to meet the public fairly, 
not exciting unpopularity, and at the same time not submitting to extor- 
tion. We intend to pursue the same course; but no doubt it is very 
important that we should have a sufficient inspectorship to guard against 
these dangers, and that we shall take care to attend to. 

Mr. R, A. Gray: Gentlemen, we have every reason to be satisfied with 
the report of our worthy friends the directors, and I do compliment myself 
and the proprietors that we have so efficient a chairman, particularly at a 
period like the present, because he so thoroughly understands the whole 
subject, and has also a great deal of parliamentary influence, and that is a 
thing which we require. But it is a matter of deep surprise to me that 
Government should receive a proposal from any company, the object of which 
was to confiscate the property of parties who had invested in it under the pro- 
tection of an Act of Parliament. It had been far better for the Government, 
and if they had understood their business they would have said to the parties 
who made such a suggestion, ‘‘Your suggestion cannot be carried out, 
because it is a confiscation of property protected under Act of Parliament ”’ 
We know that when the Reformation took place, a very large amount of 
land was taken from the monasteries, and given to the favourites of 
Henry VIII., and it would be just as reasonable for the Government to call 
upon parties who received that property to restore it, because they ought 
never to have possessed it, as to carry this gas bill. With regard to the 
National Debt again, we all know very well under what circumstances the 
National Debt was created. An old friend bought Consols at 47, and they 
are now being paid off at 100. Why did they not call for an equitable ad- 
justment, and say, ‘‘ You only gave 47, therefore you must be satisfied with 
the same amount.” That is just the principle they are agitating now. Gas 











property is in a deplorable state at the present time. I know that shares of 


hand, but they might rely upon his best services if he were only blessed || 
with continued health and strength, andthe company should have no cause || 
to regret not having passed this resolution, as he required no stimulus of such | 
a nature, he begged to assure them, to do his duty. {| 

Mr. Gray said as the suggestion did not meet with the approval of the || 
secretary they would defer the consideration of it to a future time. i 

Mr. StaTER thought it quite as well that the subject should be left until i 
parties had had a little time for consideration, but he hoped the time was not |; 
far distant when such a vote would be carried. || 

Mr. SturGE suggested, in view of the new gas bill, that a brief state- || 
ment of the reasons why it should not be carried should be printed and 
circulated amongst all the proprietors, as they might have an opportunity || 
many of them of placing them before members of Parliament, or others who || 
might use their influence to oppose it. 

Mr. StaTER concurred in this suggestion, and thought it would be a very 
wise arrangement. The whole of his time was taken up in the day, being a 
member of the local board, or with other official duties to perform; but if} 
such a statement came to him he should be able to look it over in the evening, 
and would then be prepared to meet statements which he often heard, and 
was not able at the moment to repudiate. 

The CuarrMAN said the suggestion was a very good one, and would pro- 
bably be carried out. 

A Proprietor asked if the bill emanated from the Metropolitan Board of 
Works or from the President of the Board of Trade. 

The CHAIRMAN said the President of the Board of Trade had charge of the 
bill on behalf of the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

Mr. Gray then moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors, 
which was seconded by Mr. CrowTHER, and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN, in returning thanks, said that with respect to Mr. Barber, 
their secretary, he could only add to what had been said that his services a8 
secretary were most highly estimated by the board, and they had been of the 
greatest possible value. They all knew very well what he could do, and if 
they were not at all times present they knew that he was there, and that his 
spirit pervaded the whole of the business. He had taken an active part in 
defendin the gas companies on a former occasion, and he hoped the same 
successful result would attend his exertions on the present occasion. 

Mr. Gray then proposed a vote of thanks to the secretary, officers, and 
staff, which was seconded by Mr. Crowrusr, and carried unanimously. 
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LIVERPOOL UNITED GAS COMPANY. 
Yearly Meeting of the Liverpool Gas Company was held on the 
Bn ge at Company's Offices,'in Newington—Mr. SamuzL H. THoMPson 
poasiding, i first read, stated that the directors having caused to 
me. rept, en panitted to them an estimate of the profits of the company 
fo The half ear ending the 31st of December last, according to the company s 
po of Pocioment, and having duly considered the same, recommended the 
~< rietors to declare a dividend of £5 on every £100 stock, The directors 
4 e recently had the responsible duty of selecting a suitable person to fill 
the office of treasurer and manager, in the place of Mr. Steel, who retires in 
consequence of failing health. Mr. W. L. Crosby has been chosen as his 
successor, and the board take this opportunity of testifying their sense of the 
valuable "services rendered by Mr. Steel during the long period he has been 
associated with the company. et 
The CHAIRMAN, in aeae the adoption of the report, said it was not usual 
to balance the accounts of the company to a point at this meeting, inasmuch 
as that was only done annually, but there had been a very careful examination 
made of the working of the anerey for the half year ending the 30th of 
December, and the result had been that the directors felt justified in recom- 
mending the usual dividend. At thesame time he thought it well to observe 
that they, like all other industrial undertakings, felt the effect of the increased 
price of labour and the enhanced cost of materials, more es ially of cannel, 
| which constituted the chief item in their expenditure ; and taking these cir- 
| cumstances into consideration it was probable that for the current year the 
company would have to trench upon its reserve to make up the usual divi- 
yom But this would not be considered until the next meeting in August. 
Independently of the increased cost of labour and material, the company had 
at the same time a considerable amount of unproductive capital, arising from 
| the cost of the very extensive works which they were now erecting at Lither- 
|land. That amount—somewhere, he believed, about £50,000—would remain 
| unproductive until September next, when there was reason to believe the 
| works would be brought into operation. The report alluded to the retire- 
ment of their manager, Mr. Steel, who had faithfully served the company for 
la period of 44 years, and he did not know how to better mark the directors 
sense of this loss than by quoting the words of the report. 
| Mr. Caries Rxep seconded the motion for the adoption of the report, 
| which was agreed to. WA 
The CHAmMAN moved that the shareholders be paid a dividend of 5 per 
cent. for the half year, payable on the 21st instant, less income-tax. This 
motion, which was seconded by Mr. R. C. LownpDes, was also agreed to. 
The CuarrnMAN then moved a resolution formally fixing the salary of the 
jtreasurer at £500. He stated that Mr. Crosby had been y peters to 
that office, and that there was every reason to believe he was well adapted to 
| the position. . 
| Alderman Cooper having secondec the motion, . 
| Mr. ANDREWs said he hoped they would give Mr. Steel a more substantial 
|| recognition of his long and faithful services than a vote of thanks. ; 
|| The CuarmMan said he dare say Mr. Steel would be quite satisfied with 
| what had been done. 
| Mr. Sreen said as this would be his last appearance in his official capacity, 
he begged permission to return thanks to the proprietors and directors gene- 
rally for the favours he had received from them during the long period of 44 
| years that he had had the honour of holding the appointment of manager of 
| the company. Wishing them all, with great cordiality, long life and pro- 
| sperity, e bade them farewell. 
A vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman, and the proceedings 
| concluded. 
| 


























| WOLVERHAMPTON GAS COMPANY. 

| The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Tuesday, the 26th 
| ult.—Mr, Josep Cooper in the chair. ‘ 

| ‘The Secrerary read the report of the directors, which was as follows :— 

Your directors, in presenting this their thirtieth half-yearly report and statement 
| of accounts, duly certified by your auditor, have the satisfaction to announce the 
| favourable result of the past half-year’s working. The total amount derived from all 
| sources is £16,454 3s. $d., and the expenditure £11,398 8s. 1ld., leaving a balance of 

£5055 13s. 10d. This amount enables your directors to recommend the declaration 
of the usual dividend of 5 per cent, for the halfyear ending Dec. 31, 1866, free of 
income-tax, payable forthwith. 

The erection of the new telescope gasholder at your Stafford Road station has 
| been completed during the present month, and the tank is being” filled with water. 
| When the necessary connexions are made, the whole will be carefully tested and 
| made ready for action. The company will then be enabled to store double the 
| quantity o! ; and experience has shown that the delivery has been materially 
| assisted by the large additional mains laid in 1865, and alluded to in previous reports. 

The call made upon the new shares in January last has been very generally 

responded to by the proprietors, and only a small sum now remains unpaid. 

At this meeting three of your directors retire by rotation—namely, Mr. Perry, Mr. 
| Wood, and Mr. Ward—who, being eligible for re-election, offer themselves accord- 
ingly. Your auditor, Mr. B. Smith, also retires, and again offers himself for re-election. 

t is scarcely necessary to add, in conclusion, that your directors will continue the 
same policy that has on so many occasions been approved by you, and they trust 
their efforts will be crowned with increased success. 


The CHArkMan, in moving the adoption of the report, said that very little 
| of importance had occurred during the past half year, but the most important 
thing was the erection of the gasholder at the Stafford Road works. This 
was, no doubt, a very important matter, as it increased their storeage, and 
would not only facilitate, but economize their next season’s working. They 
had pretty well worked up to the capacity of their old vessels, and the time 
had arrived when it became desirable to anticipate further requirements. The 
new holder would place them in a very independent position, and when it 
was completed he saw no probability of any considerable outlay being required 
for many years. Indeed, what they would then most want would be a large 
increase in the consumption of gas, and he hoped the depression in trade in 
the town and neighbourhood would pass away before the next season, so that 
at this time next year the directors might be able to report that their ex- 
pectations had been fully realized. With regard to the balance-sheet, he 
thought the meeting wo la agree with him that it spoke for itself, and showed 
that the financial position of the company was satisfactory. As to the policy 
of the yoy the cause hitherto pursued by the directors had been so often 
approved by the shareholders that they would feel it to be their duty and 
pleasure to continue it until that approval was reversed. The directors only 
asked the company to accept the past as a pledge for the future. He should 
now be happy, if possible, to answer any questions that might be put. 
Mr, J. UNDERHILL seconded the adoption of the report. 


Mr. G. Hix asked if there were any other mains that required relaying or 


é a 
The CrareMan replied that in the course of the season the directors would 
have some additions and alterations to make, but they were of minor import- 
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ance. They should take up the 2-inch mains in Castle Street and put 
down 3-inch, and they should substitute about 200 yards of 6-inch pipes 
for 4-inch, to complete the connexion between the 6-inch mains of the 
Whitmore Reans and the Tottenhall Road. There was nothing, however, 
to cause a considerable outlay. The mains laid in 1865 had been of the 
reatest importance, and had more than realized their anticipations. During 
ast year they had been able to deliver almost any quantity of gas. The 
mains were in very good order, and only comparatively few of the old ones 
remained, and with the exception of a few alterations he saw nothing either 
in the mains or works to cause additional outlay. 

Mr. Loveringe said the amount set aside for Sepeiien was getting a 
large sum. Had the directors fixed any limit for it 

The CHarRMAN — that he thought nothing less than £10,000 or £15,000 
would be sufficient, for it was an insurance as well as a depreciation-fund. 

Mr. Loveripce said it was wise to have a large depreciation-fund in such 
a company as theirs, but he did not know whether the directors had fixed a 
limit or not. 

Mr. G. Hr said the company had to provide their own insurance. 

The Crareman : Precisely so. 

Mr. Lovertpce: An insurance company would require a large rate of 
premium. 

The Cuarrman : Yes; they would scarcely care to have us, so that our de- 
pene ey is a provision for insurance as well as a depreciation-fund. 

ut we always look to our ordinary working plant every season, and in the 
summer we shall go through the works in detail, so as to keep them in 
repair. 

r. G. Hitt having remarked that the bad debts of the half year were 
only a small item (£55), showing that the collectors looked sharply after the 
money, the motion for the adoption of the report was put and carried. 

The dividend was then declared as recommended, the retiring directors 
were re-elected, and Mr. Smith was re-elected auditor. 

Mr. J. UNDERHILL said he had a resolution to propose which, he thought, 
would be received by the shareholders with the same pleasure that he pro- 
posed it. It referred to the chairman (Mr. Cooper). Since that gentleman's con- 
nexion with the omeny which commenced in 1856, the directors had always 
felt that he was a valuable addition to the board, and they could safely say— 
and the shareholders would bear them out in saying—that he had never 
scrupled to afford any exertions, or any time, or anything he could possibly give 
by which the interests of the company could 
proved. He (Mr. Underhill) wassure the shareholders owed a great debt of 
gratitude to Mr. Cooper, for he believed no paid servant could have exerted 
himself more than Mr. Cooper had done during the ten years he had been a 
director, The shareholders had been benefited by his exertions, inasmuch as 
since his election in 1856 the dividend had been maintained at the maximum 
which the law allowed—10 per cent.—and ‘the directors had been enabled to 
capitalize a loan capital of £10,000 and convert it into shares, which was 








possibly be furthered or im-| 





equivalent to giving the shareholders a bonus of something like £500 per | 


annum. Moreover, while the directors had attended to the shareholders 
interests they had not been unmindful of the public. In 1856 the price of 
gas was 53. per 1000 cubic feet ; in 1857 it was reduced to 4s. 9d.; in 1859 to 
4s. 6d.; in 1860 to 48. 2d.; in 1861 to 3s, 9d.; in 1863 to 3s. 4d., and in 1864 
to 3s, This price was, with very few exceptions—he thought not more than 
three or four—the lowest at which gas was supplied to any population in the 
United Kingdom ; and while the directors had been reducing the price they 
had very much increased the illuminating power of the gas. Ten years ago 
it was very different from what it was at the present time, and he thought 
the illuminating power had given satisfaction to every one. 
made three years ago with the corporation had not only been carried out in 
its entirety, but 


reductions already made in price were not final, for the directors hoped at no 
distant period to be able to announce a still further decrease. But he (Mr. 
Underhill) should be wrong if he led the meeting to believe that all these bene- 
fits and others had been brought about entirely by the exertions ofthe ehair- 
man, for he believed every one of the directors had been actuated by the very 
best wishes for the welfare of the company, and had striven to the utmost to 
obtain that end, in which they had been ably seconded by the officials; but he 
must say that Mr. Cooper, from the leisure he had at his disposal, being out 
of business, and the particular affection he had manifested for the affairs of 


the company since his connexion with it, had been enabled to do an amount | 


of good which no other director had been able to accomplish. Therefore, 
they thought, and no doubt the shareholders would agree with them, that the 
time had come when those exertions should be acknowledged by the com- 
—. He (Mr. Underhill) had to move—“ That a sum of money, not ex- 
ceeding £200, be placed at the disposal of the directors, to be applied in the 
purchase of a suitable testimonial to be presented to the chairman (Joseph 
Cooper, Esq.) as a slight mark of the appreciation by the shareholders of the 
untiring energy and great ability manifested by him in the business of the 
company during his connexion with it as a director and chairman.” 


Mr. LoveRIDGE said he had much pleasure in seconding the proposal, and 
cordially concurred in all that had fallen from Mr. Underhill. In the history 
of the company they had never had a chairman who had devoted more time, 
more energy, and more ability to its interests than Mr. Cooper, and to ac- 
knowledge these services was not only a grateful but a just act. Asa share- 
holder he (Mr. Loveridge) had great pl e in ding the resolution, 
and hoped it would be carried unanimously. 


Mr. SHELTON remarked that he could confirm what Mr. Underhill had 
said. Being an intimate friend of Mr. Cooper, he had repeatedly sent to him 
on black winter mornings cautioning him not to leave his house, because he 
knew Mr. Cooper’s anxiety about the company was so great that at the risk 
of almost certain illness succeeding he would come out to attend to their in- 
terests. He knew that Mr. Cooper had suffered one attack of illness, if not 
two attacks, through his anxiety to perform his duties. 

The motion was then put by Mr. Underhill, and carried unanimously. 


The CHarRMAN said he was altogether unable to express his feelings on 
their very handsome recognition of his services. It would, of course, be 
idle for him to tell them that during the last ten years he had not devoted 
considerable time to his duties, and that he had felt no responsibility from 
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The agreement | 


é illuminating power had been considerably in excess | 
of what they contracted to give the corporation. However, he trusted that the 











the position in which the kindness of his brother directors had placed him, 
for the office had undoubtedly been a source of great anxiety to him, not from 
any doubt about the stability of the property, but from an earnest desire so 
to discharge the duties as to meet the approval not only of his brother direc- 
tors, but of the shareholders generally. It was most gratifying to him 
to find that any services he had rendered had been so highly appreciated. 
His friends, in moving and seconding the proposition, had omitted to tell the 
meeting how much he was indebted to his colleagues on the board for their 
uniform kindness and generous support on all occasions when it had been his 
duty tolay business before them ; and he considered that to the unanimity which 
had prevailed at the board the present prosperity of the company was in no 
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small degree to be attributed. might rest assured that if personal ani- 
mosity and private pique were sought to be gratified, the best interests of the 
company would most inevitably suffer, and if it should be the pleasure of the 
shareholders that he should retain a seat at the board, it would be his duty 
and pleasure to join cordially with his brother directors in promoting to the 
best of his ability the future prosperity.of the company. He would now only 
beg of them to accept his warmest thanks for their handsome recognition of 
is services. 


his se 

On the motion of Mr. T. Wann, seconded by Mr. L. Wixey, the best thanks 
of the meeting were given to the chairman, vice-chairman, and directors, for 
their services during the past half year. 

The CuarrMan returned thanks, and the meeting separated. 








CANTERBURY GAS COMPANY. 


The First Annual Meeting of this Company since its amalgamation 
with the new company, took place in the Board-room at the Gas-Works, on 
Thursday week, under the presidency of Gzorce Fur.ey, Esq., banker. 
There was a good attendance of shareholders. 

The first business was to receive the report of the directors, which was 
one of considerable importance, as follows :— 


Your directors, in making their first report under the new Gas and Water Act, beg 
to congratulate the shareholders upon the satisfactory manner in which all differences 
between the old company and the Gas Consumers Company have terminated. The 
latter company is being dissolved, and the whole of the 600 shares issued for exten- 
sions were promptly taken up 4 the members of that company. 

Your directors have entered into a contract with Messrs, Sherwood and Co., for 
the completion of a brick tank fora gasholder on the land purchased of Mr. Dean, 
for the sum of £1124 17s., and have invited tenders for the older, according to 
the plan and specification pre by Mr. George Emmoth, the consulting engineer, 
to be sent in before the end of the present month, so as to be prepared with sufficient 
gas storeage before the next winter. By an arrangement made with Messrs. Ander- 
son and Jones, those gentlemen were enabled, by extra working and a greater use of 
cannel coal, to give the necessary supply of gas to the consumers ; and your directors 
report with satisfaction that no complaints of the insufficient supply of gas have 
been made for some months. 

Your directors regret having to report that, on Monday last, they discovered that 
your clerk, Mr, Abram, had been guilty of fraudulently copay Ge money of 
the company. In consequence of the suspicions of your auditor, Mr. Lancaster, 
being aroused, he took the books home with him on Saturday, and the examination 
led to the conviction that your clerk had received money belonging to the company 
which he had not paid into the bank ; and, upon his being prom a | with the offence, 
he admitted that there was money due from him which he could not pay over. His 
i diat pension followed; and your directors have been since in full investi- 
gation of the affairs of the company, to ascertain to what extent the defalcation had 
taken place. Until a new collector is: appointed, this defalcation cannot be fully 
ascertained; your directors trust, however, it will not amount to £100. They ma 
remark, that Mr. Abram has only filled his present situation about nine months, and, 
had his defaleations not been discovered so early, there is nodoubt but that the fraud 
would have been carried to a serious extent during the present year. 

The question of the water supply has occupied the serious attention of your 
directors. They feel that you have a capital of £7500 embarked in your water- 
works, and it would be neither prudent nor advisable to allow this capital to sink, so 
as to bea Ena burthen to the gas-works. The course which naturally pre- 
sented itself to — directors was to arrange for the disposal of the works and 
property to the Town Council, who would thereby have the full control over the 
water for drainage and household purposes. This purchase is not recommended by 
the engineer whom they have consulted, and it now only remains to be seen how far 
the local government board are aopreee to assist your directors in the sale of such 
a quantity of water as would justify them in placing their plan before the public, 
and inviting subscriptions for the necessary amount of capital to carry out the new 
water-works. Should any definite understanding be arrived at, your directors will 
at once call a special meeting of the company, and lay their plans before them. 
Your directors, believing it to be for the interest of the company that the manu- 
facture of gas should be in their hands, gave Messrs, Anderson and Jones, the con- 
tractors, notice to determine their contract. This notice will expire in October 
next. . 

Your directors have the pleasure to report that a steady increase in the sale of gas 
continues to be made. The balance-sheet, as audited by Mr. Lancaster, shows a 
profit on the -works of £592 17s. 4d., and on the water-works of £177 15s. 9d., 
making together £770 13s. 1d.; that the debts due to the company, on the lst of 
January last, amounted to £3997 1s. 8d., and the debts due from the company, for 
gas-making and trad *s ts, to £1126 4s.,; the balance in hand, at the 
same date, being £946 10s. lld., namely, £857 lls. 7d, at the bankers, and 
£88 19s. 4d. in the hands of the clerk. } 

Your directors beg to recommend that a dividend at the rate of £6 per cent. per 
annum for the last half year, free from in tax, be declared upon the original 
stock. and that the new shareholders be igo interest upon their shares from the 
several dates of payment until the 3lst of December last at the rate of £6 per cent., 
which will require altogether £716 4s. 10d. 

According to the terms of the new Act, the whole of the directors have to retire, 
but, with the exception of Mr, Maynard, they offer themselves for re-election. 














The CHarrMAN said he regretted very much the defalcations of their late 
clerk, Mr. Abram, which had only been discovered as late as Monday last. 
They had caused much anxiety to the directors, and had necessarily some- 
what confused the books of the company. He was glad, however, to be 
able to state that the probable amount would not exceed, he hoped, £100; 
although, of course, he could not speak with any certainty until a new 
collector had been appointed, and had gone round to the consumers. For 
the future, the directors had determined to divide the office of clerk and 
collectorandto appointaclerk at a salary of £100 per annum, and a collector 
at £50 per annum. 

Many favourable opinions as to the nature of the report were expressed; 
and the chairman said he must candidly own that it far exceeded his 
anticipation. He might mention that the gross profits had exceeded by 
£200 the profits of a similar period in the previous year. 

A long discussion then ensued on that paragraph of the report which 
referred to the water question. Several of the shareholders expressed 
themselves not satisfied with it on account of its indistinctness. They 
thought a more decided action should be taken in the matter by the direc- 
tors; others proposed an addition to the report, to the effect that the present 
plant and goodwill of the water company should be offered to the local 
board at a price to be fixed by two valuers, or their umpire. Ultimately 
the report was adopted in its entirety. 

It was next resolved—* That a dividend at the rate of £6 per cent. per 
annum for the half year ending 31st December last, on the original capital 
of the company, be declared, and paid free from income-tax; and that interest 
after the rate of £6 per cent. per annum, free from income tax, be paid to 
the new shareholders from the respective time of payment until the 31st of 
December last,” 

The next resolution was as follows:—“ That the following shareholders 
(being duly qualified), be elected directors of the company for the ensuing 

ear, and that £120 be allowed for their expenses—George Furley, Peter 

ten, Major H. Castle, Nathan Jacobs, Montague Ringford, William 

Henry Linom, Thomas W. Collard, Edward Holthun, Henry Hart, Philip 
Higham, and Robert Young Fil].” 





The GarrMAN said that in the room of Mr. Maynard, Mr. R. Y. Fill’s 
name had been - before them, whose business capabilities they all knew, 
and who would have time to devote to his new duties. The resolution wag 
carried nem. con. 

Mr. Lancaster was re-elected auditor. 

The question of the water supply was then again mooted, and the opinion 
was reiterated that the directors should take prompt action in the matter, 
either by selling their works to the local board, or by carrying out their 
new scheme. 

Mr. Harr expressed a hope that if the shareholders determined to sell to 
the local board by valuation, they would fix their lowest price at some- 
thing like £5000. 

In the course of the conversation, one or two of the directors threw outa 
hint that their deliberations on the subject were not yet quite ripe for full 
disclosure to the shareholders. The opinion of the engineers as to the 
supply differed widely, and the late defalcations had interfered with their 
course of action, but the subject would have their prompt attention. Under 
these circumstances the following resolution was adopted:—* That the at- 
tention of the directors be ye to the procuring at as early a period 
as possible of a settlement of the water question, either by a sale of the 
stock, plant, and water rights to the local board, or by bringing forward a 
rege for carrying out the powers given to the company under their 
ate Act.” 

It was resolved, on a division—* That criminal proceedings be taken against 
the late clerk for his frauds upon the company.” 

A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings. 





THE GAS PRODUCTS UTILIZING COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The Fifth Ordinary General Meeting of this Company was held at the 
— Tavern, on Wednesday, the 27th ult.—A. A. Crox1, Esq., in the 
chair. 

Mr. T. Guyatr (the secretary) having read the noticeconvening the meet- 
ing, the following report was presented :— 


The directors have much pleasure in again meeting the shareholders at this, the 
fifth ordinary general meeting, and placing before them a statement of the affairs of 
the company for the six months ending the 31st of December last. 

As on former i the ts have been examined by Messrs. Quilter, 
Ball, and Co., and the auditors appointed by the shareholders. 

The result of the half year’s working, after deducting all trade charges, shows a 
balance of £4083 13s. 2d. available for division. 

From this sum-the directors propose and recommend the payment of the usual 
dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax. 

This will absorb the sum of £3563 10s. 2d., and will leave a balance of £520 3s, 
to be carried forward, making the amount of the undivided profits £5646 12s. 3d. 

The accounts of the Glasgow works have, as usual, been‘examined and verified by 
Messrs. Auld and Guild, of that city. 

The past half year has been one of considerable anxiety to your directors. The 
general want of confidence, and the exceptional state of financial and commercial 
affairs which has characterized the period, have very seriously affected the ordinary 
operations of the company, and prevented that extension of business which the 
directors were justified in expecting. The same causes have operated to lower the 
value of all manufactured products, and hence the diminution in the balance avail- 
able on this occasion. It is satisfactory, however, to state that the depression has 
reached the lowest point. Already a better feeling prevails in business circles, and 
prices are recovering from the late depreciation. 

The resident manager thus reperts upon the condition of the works :— 

** Bow Common, Feb. 27, 1867. 
* To the Directors of the Gas Products Utilizing Company, Limited. 

** Gentlemen,—I have the pleasure to report that the whole of the machinery and 

plant is in most efficient condition. 
** IT am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) “J. CHAPMAN.” 





Since the last meeting the directors have unanimously elected Mr. Cornelius 
Nicholson to a seat at the board. 
In accordance with the Articles of Association, the directors who retire at this 
meeting are F, W. Collard, Esq., and H. P. Stephenson, Esq., and, being eligible, 
offer themselves for re-election. 
The shareholders auditors retire from office, as provided by the Articles of 
Association, and, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 


The CHarRMAN: Before moving the ordinary resolution, I desire to make 
one or two remarks supplementary to the report and accounts which have 
now been read.* One of the most important features in the accounts is the 
large amount of stock in hand, You will find that at our several works 
the stock amounts to upwards of £30,000. Now, unquestionably a heavy 
stock means low prices, and it also involves a question of large increase 
of labour and the outlay of unproductive capital. I am happy, however, 
to say that though the stock amounted to these large sums at the time these 
accounts were made up—viz., the 3lst of December last—since then it has 
been very considerably reduced. The demand has been increasing and prices 
are getting up. We have, since these accounts were made up, delivered up- 
wards of £8000 worth of material, and we have now in course of delivery acid, 
ammonia, and alum to the value of £10,500; so that since Christmas we 
have not only sold our ordinary make, but we have been reducing this 
£30,000 worth of stock very considerably. During the last half year there 
have been various causes which aceount for prices having been maintained 
at a low figure, and for our having accumulated so large a quantity of 
material in stock. Had we determined to sell at so low a figure as would 
haye commanded the markets, our profits, of course, would not have been #0 
great, and we should have established a character for low prices which we do 
not desire to possess, especially as we have already arrived at a position in 
which our sales exceed the productive powers of the company. 
other important matter in connexion with these aceounts is the sum stated 
as remaining in suspense. That arises from a contract which this ¢om- 
pany entered into with another company for the supply of material, the 
quality of which material it was found after a time was not according t0 
arrangement. We have a claim for a large amount upon that company, and 
the matter at present remains in suspense; but, whatever may be 
of the negotiation—even supposing we were to part with it altogether am 
wipe the amount out of our accounts—we have so large a sum 
undivided profits that there is no danger of the 10 per cent. which we have 
hitherto paid falling off in the future. On the contrary, the directors be- 
lieve that if the whole claim were wiped out altogether, the way in which 
the company is now being worked would not effect any reduction 
dividend or the sum accumulating as undivided profits. is 
matter which is not referred to in the report, and that is the purchase 
of the Glasgow works. These works were purchased not for themeelves 
alone—though I believe they have been acquired upon such terms that we 
could obtain the money we gave for them, and more, to-morrow if we di 
to part with them—but they were purchased with the object of carrying 08 
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other manufactures. In consequence, however, of our large stock, and the 
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rket, we have not thought it advisable at present 
o bed = extensions there whatever, and they have therefore been worked 
under the most disadvantageous circumstances. The naphtha trade, in con- 
uence of the enormous quantity of es sent from America, was 
+ in a worse position; but the directors hope to have to report a 
much more favourable state of things in connexion with these works at 
their next meeting. The only other matter I desire to refer to is the 
notice which has given by Mr. Buss, who, being the largest share- 
holder in the company with the exception of the directors, is entitled to 
every consideration in any roo he may make. Mr. Buss suggests that 
the report and accounts of the company should be printed and circulated 
among the proprietors for a week or two before our half-yearly meetings. 
This subject has been discussed on two different occasions, and the course 
which the board have thought it right to adopt has received the approval 
of the shareholders at large. You must bear in mind that this is not an 
ordinary directors company, in which the members of the board have but a 
small interest. Your directors hold more than one-half of the capital of 
the company ; we have an interest in it amounting to upwards of £40, 
not a single freeshare has been given to any individual. Nay, more than that, 
some of the directors have bought their shares at a premium, and I, there- 
fore, submit that we ought to be treated rather differently to the directors of 
a company who hold only a sufficient number of shares to give them a quali- 
fication. ain, these accounts are most poe | gone into. They come 
before the Finance Committee, who go most carefully into every detail ; they 
then undergo the scrutiny of Messrs. Quilter, 1, and Co.; and, finally, 
have to pass the ordeal of auditors appointed by yourselves. Your affairs are, 
therefore, conducted under different circumstances to those of many other 
companies, and the directors believe that it would not be for your interest 
that the accounts should be made public. With these remarks,I beg to 
move—‘“‘ That the report and accounts be received and adopted.” 


Lord A. CuuRcHILL seconded the motion, which was put, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. StaRLInG said he understood, from the reading of the accounts, that 
the profit realized in the half year was £4083, and as it would require £3562 
to pay the dividend recommended by the directors, there would be a balance 
of about £520 to add to the £5126 of undivided profits remaining last half 
year, making together £5646. It must be very gratifying to all the pro- 
rietors to find that the position and prospects of the company were so satis- 
factory, and he now thought the time had arrived when they might appro- 
priate a portion of the balance in hand. He did not see the use of keeping 
the whole of this £5646 in hand, and would a that 10 per cent. might 
be paid to the proprietors upon their respective holdings. 

The CuarRMAN said he was about to state as a reason why they should 
not divide the — profits at present, that there was this matter 
still in suspense, hey all knew how uncertain everything connected 
with the law was, and how excessively disagreeable it was, especially 
in the case of a public company, to be engaged in a lawsuit. The directors 
were, therefore, very desirous to settle this matter amicably if they could, 
so as to avoid litigation; and there were reasons, perhaps, why the 
should do so in this particular instance, one of which was, that throug 
the failure of the agreement in question, the directors had been led to enter 
into a contract with a gas — extending over double the period, and 
upon very much better terms. They believed that the whole amount in 
dispute would be made up from the surplus profits of the next six months; 
still they felt it was undesirable to divide any of the balance in hand at 
present. It was far better to have the incubus of large surplus profits than 
the reverse, 

Mr. STaRLING said after the explanation of the chairman he would not 
press his suggestion, but reserve it until the result of the arrangements to be 
made by the directors was known. 

Mr. Porter asked whether the works at Bow had been in full work 
during the half year. He had been told that the company had discharged 
some of their hands, and he was recently advised by a person out of doors to 
= his shares, as the 10 per cent. dividends were being paid out of 
capital. 

The CuarrMAN said the honourable proprietor might give the most un- 
qualified contradiction to the statements he had heard. The company had 
not discharged a single man; on the contrary, they were increasing the number 
of their men, and the works were in full operation. 

Mr. Buss then brought forward the proposition, of which he had given 
notice, for the publication of the accounts previous to the half-yearly meet- 
ings, prefacing his observations with the remark that he had the most entire 
confidence in the chairman and the directors, and only desired to have the 
opportunity from time to time of comparing the accounts so as to satisfy 
himself of the progress of the company. 

Mr. NIcHOLSON said that, having himself raised this question as a share- 
holder six months ago, he should like to offer a remark or two upon it on 
this occasion. The answer he received from the chairman at the last meeting 
was the answer he should now give to the honourable proprietor. Having 
become a director and seen the working of the company, he was now con- 
vinced that the plan adopted by the board of not publishing the accounts 
Was a judicious one, and for this reason—this was a trading company, having 
& large number of rivals always on the alert to take advantage of anything 
that might be put before them. He considered this was a much better reason 
to give why the accounts should not be published than the large holdings of 
the directors in the company. In his opinion the shareholders should be 
treated with the greatest possible confidence, and that they ought to have 
every opportunity given them for expressing their judgment unbiassed and 
uninfluenced by the directors, although it was quite true that in this com- 
pany the directors held one-half of the capital, and, therefore, the proprietors 
generally might have some confidence that they would look well after the 
affairs. He reminded the meeting that, although it was deemed expedient 
Rot to publish the accounts, it had been arranged that after those accounts 
Were audited they should be laid on the table at the company’s offices seven 
days before the meeting, for the ingpection of any shareholder who desired to 
Investigate them. 

- BRADING seconded the motion made by Mr. Buss, not being able to 
te how the company could be injured by the publication of the accounts, 
pala as reporters were present at the meetings, and the fact was well 
: _ that the profits enabled the company to pay a 10 per cent. dividend. 
e CHAIRMAN said, although the proceedings of the meetings were 
Teported, the balance-sheet was never published. = z 
1 uit. BRapinG said he did not see the difference between allowing share- 
umally -. se to the office and inspect the accounts, and printing them as was 
e. 

The CHAtRMAN said the difference was very material. In the one case, 

“28 partners in the concern only had the opportunity of inspecting the 
unts; in the other, they might get into the hands of persons who would 
the interests of the company. The result of the 
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success of the Meter Company was that they had competitors, calling them- 
selves by almost the same name, who injured the Meter Company, although 
they ruined themselves, and were wal up. He felt convinced that, in a 
manufacturing business like this, they might, by the publication of their 
accounts, excite the cupidity of others, who did not possess their knowledge, 
to enter into a competition with them which would be injurious. There was 
no other reason for objecting to the proposition. 

The motion was, after some further conversation, put, and negatived by a 
considerable ao. 

On the motion of Major CaRtyon, seconded by Mr. Barrett, the retiring 
directors were re-elected; and Mr. H. P. Srepuenson returned thanks. 

On the motion of Mr. Hammonp, seconded by Mr. Brap1nG, the retiring 
auditors were re-elected ; and Mr. Meruven returned thanks. 

Mr. Buss moved, and Mr. Staruine seconded, a vote of thanks to, and 
confidence in the chairman and directors, which was carried unanimously. 


The CHarRMAN acknowledged the vote, and assured the meeting that, in- 
on amy | of the consideration of the stake which the directors held in the 
company, they would, as honourable men, continue to look after the interests 
of the proprietors in every t. 

Dr. FrasER moved a vote of thanks to the secretary, and spoke in very 
complimentary terms of the zeal and ability with which that officer dis- 
charged his duties. 

Mr. DwarBeER seconded the motion, which was very cordially adopted. 

Mr. GuyattT acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings terminated. 





ROYAL SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARTS. 
IMPROVED GAS-WASHER AND AIR-PURIFIER. 


At the Sixth Meeting of the Present Session of the Royal Society af Arts» 
held in their Hall, George Street-—Grorce Rosertson, Esq., C.E., presi- 
dent of the society, in the chair, 

Mr. Joun Rem, F.R.8.S.A., read a paper describing a now apparatus on 
the rotary principle for washing out impurities from coal and applicable 
to the purification of air and other similar purposes, ratus, Mr. 
Reid stated, he had devised and kept in full operation at the Edinburgh and 
Leith Gas ym te works for many months past. For the purpose men- 
tioned, it had been highly successful, and he was of opinion that the same 


apparatus might also be successfully applied for the purpose of purifying the 
ah ventilating large public buildings. For either purpose Mr. id 


appears to consider this apparatus an improvement on those already in use. 
As a gas-washer, it does its work more perfectly, and involves a great saving 
of mechanical power. Instead of, as in the case of the engines generally in 
use at present, having to lift a large quantity of water some 20 ft. by the 
vertical method, he lifts the water only 1 or 2 feet. The being as easil: 
induced to pass along horizontally as vertically, it is made to pass throu 

a heavy shower of water, fully 18 or 20 inches, instead of the er height 
of ordinary machines. This is accomplished without the aid of pumping 
tackle, and with less than a twelfth part of the mechanical power. The 
apparatus is thus deseribed :— 

The apparatus consists of a cast-iron vessel with some architectural orna- 
ment, measuring some 14 feet long by 12 feet wide, and 6 feet deep, havin, 
a longitudinal upright partition —— into two equal sections. In eac 
compartment is fitted a revolving cylindér about 9} feet long and 3} feet 
diameter, the circumference of which is built up with buckets in the manner 
of a water-wheel, with this difference, that the outer periphery is entirely 
close, and the inner one perforated with slits and holes. Each cylinder 
revolves on its axis in ignum-vite bushes inside the chambers, and is actu- 
ated by spur wheels and pinions inside the chest; and a single shaft from 
each, passing through a stuffing-box to the outside, is connected with the 
driving gearing, to which motion is given by the engine by means of a ~—- 
and differential driving pulleys. Each revolving cylinder is furnished wi 
separate gearing. The large chest is filled with water up to or above the 
central axis of the cylinder. The stream of gas to be acted on enters at the 
left-hand front corner of the chest, and isso confined in its bounds that it 
can only pass through the inside of the left-hand cylinder, and between the 
water surface and the circumference of the drum arching. On reaching the 
opposite end, it passes through an aperture of the central partition, above 
the water level, and into the right-hand chamber, and then through the 
inside of the other cylinder towards the front end, and then, by a branch at 
the right-hand corner of the chest, passes onwards from the washer. When 
set to work, the wheel buckets, more than half of which are submerged and 
full of water, slowly revolving and emerging from the surface, begin to dis- 
charge their contents in a copious shower on the gas as it passes through, 
and continues to do so until they - sink into the water on the other side, 
and descending therein discharge themselves of gas and are again filled with 
water brought up from beneath. The water is thus continuously brought up 
from below, and, falling on the surface, undergoes the most thorough mix- 
ture and circulation. 

Mr. Reid attributes the effectiveness of this kind of machine to “the 
thorough and effectual shower-bath”’ it provides, and ‘the impossibility of 
the gas, in whatever volume, escaping unwashed.” To provide such a 
shower-bath for the gas in the ordinary washer would, he thinks, require 
appliances of a more complicated character, and, as already indicated, a far 
greater amount of mechanical power. The machine is provided with a crank- 
handle, by means of which, in the event of any temporary interruption, it 
may be kept going by one common labourer supplying the driving power. 
Mr. Reid recommends this as a very simple machine for ne where 
it is desirable to agitate liquid and gaseous bodies together w @ proper- 
ties of the one body are required to be taken up by the other from simple 
contact. As an air-purifier especially, Mr. Reid thinks his ratus 
worthy of consideration as an improvement on the means presently in use in 
the ventilating and heating of large public buildings, halls, hospitals, 
churches, theatres, &c. Were the stoves for heating the air to have appa- 
ratus of this construction to purify it, he suggests that it might with ad- 
vantage supersede the plan of Dr. D. B. Reid, which was adopted for 
ventilating the Houses of Parliament and other public buildings in large 
cities. In regard to the merits of his apparatus as an air- Mr. Reid 
says :— 

“* Were the air made to pass through this machine under a gentle shower of 
pure water alone, it ae leave behind it all particles, dust, and every 
contamination of a solid nature. And, as to chemical or gaseous impurities 
of a foul and noxious character, the body of the water contained in the vessel 
could be prepared with solutions of appropriate disinfectant su es, and 
left unchanged until their virtues were exhausted. In fact, even 





the 
purest air, this process gives the best possible means whereby the air may be 
charged with disinfectant properties, which, on admission to fever of 
hospitals, would destroy the infectious exhalations which poison the atmo- 
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here, and so often prove fatal to members of the honourable profession which 
y aa itself to the relief of human suffering.” 

After some discussion, in which Dr. Stevenson Macadam and Mr. E. Sang 
took part, commenting in terms of eulogy on the paper and the invention, 
the paper was remitted to a committee for consideration. 





KEARNEY’S WATER-VALVE FOR WATER SUPPLY-PIPES, GAS 
COMPANIES, STEAM-ENGINES, ETC. 


It must be conceded that the water-valves or gates at present in use are 
defective, and attended with many serious objections. From their construction 
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they are liable to freeze, and of course to burst. The top of the valve pro- 
ape above the body of the pipe, mains, in low grounds particularly, must 
dipped in order to gain sufficient earth for protection of the screw and 
pavement. The seats of the valve being exposed, foreign substances drift 
into them and prevent the effectual closing of the valve. The opening or 
shutting a heavy valve is attended with great labour, and when done by in- 
experienced employés, the pipes often burst from the too sudden and rapid 
pressure of the water. 
The inventor and patentee of the valve illustrated herewith is a working 
engineer in one of the principal steam water-supply works in this country, 





and from practical experience thinks he has accomplished the work of pro. 
ducing a very perfect valve, The following letters will fully explain its con. 
struction : A, casing of valve; B, flanges of supply Pipe; C, valve ; D, screw; 
F, stuffing box; J, pillars supporting worm; H, gear; I, worm; 0. cock. 
The advantages claimed are as follows:—From its construction all liability to 
freezing is avoided; no possibility of foreign substances of any nature pre. 
venting the valve closing, and the atraight line of the pipe is not discon. 
tinued. When the valve is in a state of rest there is no wearing of the screw 
and nut, to which suspended valves, from the lateral motion of valves by the 
current, are subject. 
The cock, O, is intended to draw off or blow out any fine ——— substance? 
which may collect at the bottom of the valve-casing, when the valve ha® 
been closed any length of time. The upper corners of the valve being square, 
the valve is guided fairly over the face of the seats, thus a fouling 
and shearing, as in the ordinary form of valve. In first starting or lowering 
the valve in order to open it, the screw, D, is turned by applying power to 
worm, I, the latter being thrown in gear by worm wheel, and by this means 
the valve may be started with facility whatever the pressure of the water in 
the supply-pipe may be, and after the valve is partia ly lowered and opened, 
the power may be applied directly to the screw, D, which will, of course, move 
it with greater speed, the worm, I, being previously thrown out from worm 
wheel ; thus the labour of opening and shutting the valve under great pressure 
is materially reduced by the combined power, and the danger of bursting the 
ipes by the too sudden pressure of the water is avoided. Small valves under 
ight pressure do not require the combination, and any other compound 
gearing can be used. This valve is also well adapted for gas companies, as 
the screw is nearly on a level with the pipe.—Scientific American. 





Deatu or Mr. ADAMSON, OF LEEDS.—Mr. Joseph Adamson, who wa: 
for several years the engineer of the Leeds New Gas Company, died on the 15th 
ult., after a protracted illness, at the premature age of 49. Mr. Adamson, 
who was well known and highly respected amongst his professional brethren, 
filled the office of Treasurer of the British Association of Gas Managers from its 
formation up to the last meeting, and took great interest in its prosperity. 


EMBEZZLEMENT BY THE CHIEF ACCOUNTANT OF THE NOTTINGHAK 
Water-Works Company.—At the Nottingham Police Court, Mr. Thomas 
Palethorpe, chief accountant to the Nottingham Water- Works Company, was 
charged before the sitting magistrates with having embezzled £32 12s. 9d. 
belonging to his employers. The prisoner, it was alleged, had embezzled 
other moneys, but this was the only charge entered into. Mr. 8. Robinson 
(in the employ of the company) stated that the defendant had been the chief 
accountant of the water-works company. Witness had examined the ac- 
counts, and had discovered the above defaleation. Detective Longford appre- 
hened the prisoner on the previous evening, and having read the warrant 
over to him, he replied, ‘‘Is that all?’’ Defalcations to the amount of £120 
have been discovered. The bench remanded the case until Saturday. 


Tue Frost AnD GasLicHts IN Moscow.—The St. Petersburg corre- 
spondent of the Standard replies in the following terms to the letter of the 
secretary of the Moscow Gas Company denying the statement that the gas- 
lights had been affected by the frost :—‘*I see that Mr. Wiss, the secretary 
to the City of Moscow Gas Company, denies that the gas left off burning in 
Moscow during the intense frost of the 3lst ult. It was certainly far from 
my wish to say anything which could be injurious to the interests of a company 
which, in spite of immense difficulties, has conferred a great boon on the in- 
habitants of the ancient capital, but no one can blame the company if gas 
will not burn when mercury freezes. My authority is the following paragraph 
in the Moskovskia Vaidomosti, of the 21st of January me of February), and 
I am sure that the respectable editor of that journal will be too happy to 
correct the statement should it prove to be unfounded :—‘ The frost has 
extremely severe in Moscow sinee the 18th (30th) of January. Towards the 
evening of that day, with a northerly wind, Reaumur’s thermometer fell to 
26° below zero, and during the night to 28°; on the following day, the lst, 
the thermometer did not rise higher than 26°, Towards evening the mereu 
fell to 30°, and in the night it froze. At that time (about one o'clock “ 
all the gaslights in the streets of Moscow went out.’”’ 








" Price Current. 





CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. 


1) in, | 2 in, [24 in. | 3in | din. | Sin. | Gin, | 7in. | 8 in. | 9 in. | 10 in, | 12 in. 
16 at 28 so | 89107126 | 19 | 177_ | 208 Ib 
















































Yorkshire, 
Retail Prices ws - 10 percent. London. | Glasgow. |Newcastle| Wales. ——* 
Staffordshire. 
a & 6 4.|/& 2. 2.|& 8. 2.1/4 & 4. a » 4 
Pig Iron, No. 1) (f.0.b.).scoscsesee-} 3 15 0/2 14 6/2 12 6/3 10 0 3 10 0 
14 and 2-inch Socket-pipes.......+ +17 10 0\);6 0 0/6 15 0/6 15 0 7 10 0 
23 and 3-inch ditto ..e-scesseseeese] 7? 0 0/6 0 0/6 5 0/6 10 0 7 00 
4 and 5-inch ditto .....sseeseeeeee) 6 10 0/5 10 0/5 15 01/6 0 0 6 10 0 
6 inches and upwards ditto.. 1/6 6 0)}5 0 0/5 10 0/5 15 0 6 56 0 
Retorts, Ist on, hot blast. +6 OO _ 6 5 0O}5 10 0 6 00 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto ......... 7 © 0!5 16 0/5 15 0}6 0 O 7 00 
Tank-plates, § thick and above..... 6 10 0/5 10 0;5 10 O] 5 16 O 6 60 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. 
Qin. | 1jin. | Ijin. | Lin. | Qin. | gin. 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 12 feet—| s. d. | s. d.| 8. 4. ® &iedise 4. 
PET F00t occccccercccccscoccoreseses| 1 8 10 010 07 06 Oo 4 
Ditto ditto, from 6 inches to 18 inches— 
each..-coee eeeeecececceceecens oevcee 3.0 20 = 13 106 09 
Connecting-pieces, or Long Screws...... 3 6 23 20 16 38 ol 
Bends,§; ,andElbows(wroughtiron)} 3 9 23 es. 10 010 os 
Tees, wrought or cast. ever) 40 26 20 16 ie 010 
ED Chéceseu ae ee reer eeLeeinelas 
Tron Cocks «..+++0+ SIC LPC LEC1L4@13-8135 6 
ate 9 ~ oy gee 280/116 0/;18 0 70 6 6 46 
n ets, ps, Plugs, an 
Mipplesercrcssccccsccrnccoseceveeei TSiostesi|eslesies 
m Sockets.... 10 0s 07 06 o4 03 
Syphons,2-quart... 16 © |14 0 [13 6 | 13 0 | 12 @ _ 











































GAS COALS.—Per Jon. FREIGHTS. 
hol ae Coastwise—Newcastle-—Per Ton:— 
Newsastle.—Unscreened: Chatham and Rochester........+++0++ 5s. 94 
East Castle, Haswells, Nettlesworth DR sanhnsdncaceteaedeadbocsedd 9s.to 9 6 
Primrose,and South Pelaw ..... 78-64. ee Folkestne, & Ramsgate ......- : ; 
ublin L 
Felling, North Pelton, Redheugh nue 
Main, Walker's Primrose, West oe 5 
Wear, and Whitwell Primrose... 7 9 8 6 
London (Pool) .......+++0+8 ,6@ 
Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw, Der- Lowestoft and Yarmouth ... - 53 
went, Edmondsley, Eighton Moor, Portsmouth & Southampton, 7% 
Hartlepool Pelaw, Holmside, RIPE has cssesogeseens - 80 
Lambton’s Gas, Lanch Pe- Shoreham .....00.se00008 sooo 1.2 
law, Medomsley, Mickley, New Whitstable. .........cs00e +0458. 6d.to 6 0 
Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ravens- Weymouth ........ geecevees senskedt 8 0 
worth, South Moor Pelton, South ¢ 
Leverson, Townley Main, Tyne Foreign.—Per Keel :— 200 0 
Main, West Pelaw, W th | BRFORIORS «0 occ cceee "99 10 
Hutton,and Witton ....seeeseee- 8 0 | Bordeaux ........+- wes ix 
Boulogne and Calais . ° 
Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- ap pinta aga a8 - 
dridge, West Garesfield, and West Cronstadt ........+00 
Pelton. cocerccceccerccvcccceccece 8 3 Copenhagen .... 


Genoa.....-. 
Hamburg... 





th, Dean’s Pri ,» New 


Pelton, Pelton, South Peareth, 
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Stella, Urpeth, Washington Hut- Havre de Grace 
ton, and West Leverson.........+ 86 a bestesoces 
Ramsay's Newcastle Cannel.....++. 20 0 | Rotterdam 
‘ Stettin 0 
Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool),....... 17 0 apa gataee hea DEE 4 ° 
Scotch Cannel :— VemiCe ..rerererecccceccenererrrerr® 
Boghead (at Leith)..-+ +++. coooe 55 0 
Kirkness, best (at Burntisland)..... 28 6 SUNDRIES. Pr 
Capeldrae, Ist quality (at ditto)..... 28 6 | Best Netle.Fire-bks. oF 1000, £2.10s.to +150 
Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ditto)..........+ 18 6 | Cliff's Fire-bks. (at Wortley), Pp. 1000 2158 
wdenbeath .....++++++ . © | Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p. 1000.- @ 70 
mahago (at Glasgow) 6 | Fire-clay Retorts, p. ft. ran, 5s. 64. to a 00 
Ditto (at Granton 0 | Tough Cake Copper, p. tom «++++++* ** 39 100 
Mee soccecerees oo 6 | English Pig Lead, p. ton ...-++++++* er 
WeMYES ....secccccecscccsscecscese 20 0 | Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p. to2-+ uns 
Haywood, Wilsontown (atGranton). 23 0 | Foreign Spelter, p. neneseeeree*® 90 96 
Pirnie .....+.- eeeserecesers sovscses 15 0 | English Bloc . ton « gs 08 
Lothian’s Cannel (at Leith)....+.+. © | Banca, p. ton....-+ss-++* eccccecee sae) 
Myles’ Cannel ......+-006+ cocceseee 23 6 | Tarred Rope Yarn, p. CWE. +o+++*** 
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Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 
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per Share, 
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Company. 


Malta & Medit.(L.) 
Do., preference . 
Oriental, Calcutta 
Do., new shares. 
Ottoman (Limited) 
Para (Limited) . . 
heniz 20 


Rio de Janeiro (L). 
Singapore (Lim.) . 
Do., preference . 
Shanghai... .. 
Sth. Metropolitan 
Surrey Consumers 
Do.,new.... 
United General. . 
(Limerick) 
Victoria Docks. . 
Wandsworth ¢ 


Western (L.}A sh. 
Do., Beshares. 
Do., Cshares. 
Do., D shares. 

West Ham... . 
Do., new shares. 

WestLondon Junc- 

tion (Lim.). . 











Do., preference . 





¢ Amount) Div. 
Price E s Name paid a, 
r or u nt. 
Share. ie ComPanr. per per 
ag Share. | Annum.} 
sd £sd £ | £ sdi\£ sd 
00 11 tol2 50 |Zquitable ... ..50 00/10 00 
00 16 100 25} Do.,newshares./25 00)10 00 
00 27 10 0 European (Lim.) .|10 0 0)10 00 
00 12 100 Do., new shares.) 5 00/10 00 
00 4to4 Roukeane, Anions] 
00 3 to ouen, MD; 
00 27. to 29 Havre,& Nantes.) 
20000; 10 |Gt.Cent.Gae Cons.|10 0010 00 
10 |Hong Kong (Lim.)|10 0 0 
50 |Imperial, old sh.|/50 0 0)10 0 0! 65, to 66 
100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 10 0 0{175 to 180 
\Imperial Austrian.|10 0 
0 0) 8 10 0) 50 to 52 0 Tmo. Continental\43 15 0/16 0 0 
0 0) 8 10 0} 35 to37 camatenhen tanta 
Ghent, Hanover,| 
00) 8 0 0} 23 to25 Lille, Rotterdam, | 
0014 00] 64to7 ree -la Bea pec 
001 8 0 Ott toiay Brawsis, Oalegne’l 
0 0/£7 intr.|164 to 174) Frankfort-on - M., 
00/10 0 0) 33 to 34 Haarlem, Stolberg, 
00|8 00] 14told Toulouse, & Vienna} 
00) 8 00) 9told Impl. Mexican (L.)|75 0 0 
00|}7 00 Independent . . .:40 00/10 00 
00] nil. itl ete 6. ws dck 110 00) 5 00 
00] nil. 9 Sega: ./12 10 0| 7 10 0 
London ..... 150 0010 00 
Do., Ist pref. .|25 00 6 09 
Do., 2nd pref, .|50 00 
0 0)10 00/13 tol4 Do., 3rd pref, .|50 00/6 00 
00) 6 0 0/12} tol3 Do., lst pref.sk 6 00 
10 0] 7 00) 2hto3 Do., 2nd pref.sk 5 00 
Advertisements. 
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WILLIAM & BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 


WET AND DRY 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH. 





ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 





J. 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 











& J. PEARSON, 


PRoprRIETORS OF 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in, bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &. 


PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 
For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-—N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 
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AS SECRETARY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
OR CONFIDENTIAL CLERK. 
ANTED, by a Gentleman, an 
ENGAGEMENT as above. The advertiser 
‘has been engaged, for the last five years, as Secretary 
of a very successful Gas Company, and previously, 
through life, in commercial pursuits. Age, 38 years. 
Balary desired, £250 per annum. The advertiser can 
uce the highest testimonials for integrity and 
ability from present and former employers, and also 
references for respectability from City firms to whom 
he is well known. 
Address B. W., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fuser Street, E.C. 


ANTED, two Men, capable of 
undertaking the MANAGEMENT of small 

Gas- Works. 

Apply to Mr. Vickary, Gas Engineer, EXETER. 











TO COMMISSION AGENTS AND OTHERS. 


ANTED, several Gentlemen, to 
solicit ORDERS from Gas ‘Companies for 


goods commanding a ready sale. 
Apply to F.S.A., Ma Hise, 1l, Bolt Court, Fizer 
Srneer, E.C. 





‘ANTED, by an energetic young 

Person of considerable practical experience, a 
Situation as MANAGER or as Secretary and Manager 
of a medium sized Gas-Work. Provincial preferred. 





Has a good knowledge of ineering and ; 
also first-class testinonicis, and can furnish security 
to any amount 


Address A. D., 247, Shoreditch, Loxvon, N.E. 





Ww4s TED, by a Draughtsman, aged 
24,2 SITUATION. Is accustomed to make 
work. drawings of iron roofs, gasholders, and the 
general machinery of Gas-Works, and to take out 
quantities. 

Address W. H. C., 30, St. John Street, CoccHEsTER. 
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BRIGHOUSE GAS-WORKS. 


MANAGER WANTED. 


THE Brighouse Local Board, 
executing the powers of ‘‘ An Act for Sewering, 
Draining, and Lighting the Hamlet of Brighouse, in the 
Township of Hipperhol Brigh ,in the Parish 
of Halifax, in the West Riding of the County of York,” 
hereby give NOTICE that they are prepared to appoint 
some competent person as MANAGER of their Gas- 
Works, at which about 183 million cubic feet of gas 
are produced per annum. ‘he person to be appointed 
will be required to superintend the works and the men 
employed, and to be fully acquainted with the process 
of manufacture of gas. It will also be his duty to keep 
the gas-rent accounts, and to prepare the drainage and 
lighting; and the highway rates for the district, and 
such accounts of the Board as relate thereto. He will 
have the assistance of a clerk in the Office, and all _ 
1 + inmtoad ‘or 





[March 5, 1867, 


OR SALE,—A Condenser, consisti: 
of 24 12-in. pipes, 20 ft. high, with bridge pipes 
7 boxes at bottom, with syphons, cleaning-doors, and 
4 12-in. valves. The whole complete and in Perfect 
order (castings by Cochrane, Grove, and Co.), 

May be seen, and particulars obtained, by applying 
at the Gas Company’s Offices, 26, Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton. By order, 

JOHN ANNAN, Manager, 














PENDERS are Wanted by the 
Directors of the Aldershot Gas and Water Com. 
pany, for the PURCHASE of the almost new many. 
facturing plant of a small Gas-Work, capable of 
making 3,000,000 feet annually. 

A preference will be given to any one taking the, 
whole, which can be seen by applying at the Office, 
Bank Street, ALDERSHOT. 





rates and rents are got in by a Pp 
the purpose. 

Security to the amount of £200 will be required. 

Candidates are requested to state in their applica- 
tions the amount of salary they are willing to accept, 
and to forward such applications, with testi ials, to 
me on or before the 21st of March next. 

Further information that may be required can be 
obtained on applying to me. 

By order of the Board, 
T. B. Cuampers, Clerk. 


Brighouse, Feb. 26, 1867. 





TO GAS COMPANIES & ENGINEERS. 
0 be Disposed of, by the Grantham 


Gas Company, several lengths of 12-in. CIR.| 
CULAR HYDRAULIC MAIN, pierced for 5 retorts, | 
4-in. dip-pipes and {-pipes; 30 15 in. by 13 in.| 
Q-mouthpieces, lids, and cross-bars, all in first-rate 
condition. ‘They are all being dispensed with for 
larger apparatus. 

Apply to the CHAIRMAN of the Grantham Gas 
Company. 
{ 





NEATH WATER COMPANY. 
(Briton Ferry Extension.) 





LOANS ON DEBENTURES. 


[tHE Directors are prepared to receive 
LOANS on DEBENTURE BONDS to the extent 
of £500, in sums not less than £100, for three or five 
years, at 5 per cent. per annum, 
By order, 
ENRY S. LUDLow, 


For SALE, a set of 4 Cast-Iron) 

Dry-Lime PURIFIERS, lOft. square and 3 ft. 6in, 
deep inside, together with hydraulic centre-valve for 
10-in, connexions, and 2 sets of cast-iron girders, 
46 ft. 3 in. long, with lifting crabs. 





Also a 30,000 feet per hour BEALE’S EXHAUSTER, 
with 8-in. Walkers’ valves. 

A 12-in. PARKINSON’S STATION-GOVERNOB, || 

Allin excellent order, and sold in consequence of|| 
larger being substituted. 

Application to be made to the MANAGER of the|/ 
Leicester Gas-Works. i 








H 
Neath, March 1, 1867. Secretary and Manag 





GENTLEMAN who has had con- 
siderable experience in the designing, erecting, 
and managing of Gas-Works, at. home and abroad, 
desires to obtain another engagement as MANAGER 
or ACCOUNTANT toaGas Company or Corporati 
Has Kn poe testimonials, and can give security if 
required. 

Address D. W., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court‘ 
Fieger Street, E.C, 











HE Directors of the Grantham Gas 

Company are prepared to receive TENDERS for 

the purchase of all their TAR and AMMONIACAL 

LIQUOR produced at their works duving the year 

1867. The quantity of coal carbonized is about 2500 

tons. 5 

Tenders to be addressed to the CHAIRMAN of the 
Grantham Gas “ero 
Grantham, Feb. 14, 1867. 





FOR SALE.—Nine New Cast-Iron) 
D RETORTS, each 8 ft. long; a large number|| 
of RETORT-HOUSE CONNEXIONS, 3, 4, ani!) 
5in.; and a large number of Wroughit-lron LAMP-| 
BRACKETS and STAYS. 
Particulars can be had on application to the Cork 
| Consumers Company, Limited, 72, South Mall, 
ORK. 
Jan. 4, 1867. 








application to— 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. | 
Me DOUGALL?S | 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has commended itself for efficiency and durability. 
or other material, every particle being available for use, thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires 


renewing. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. Prices on 


ALEX. Mc DOUGALL, Manufacturing Chemist, 
LONDON—1l1, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; 





MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 


It is free from any mixture of sawdust 








LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 











| 
| 
| 








the best Paint known for their purposes. 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO, 


Y 296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, 





This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, pr 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its spec 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. ce it 

Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronoua 


S.E. 




















oduces much | 
ific gravity is so much pad 
(28s. per cwt.), it 18 sowie: 











with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cwt., as ee 











—— ~<a 


























cei 


the 





giv 





find 
Pay; 
not 




































eb || 
Uy 
y it 








= 








_— =~ 





= 


March 5, 1867.] "HE JOURD 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


155 








FRASER’S PATENT RETORTS. 
RIBBED IRON RETORTS 


Have now been in use about three years, and continue 
to give satisfaction, The 


PATENT CLAY RETORTS 


Will work off the Gas from the Coal in less time, and 
Carbon does not form in them 'so y, nor adhere-so 
firmly, as to Plain Retorts. 

Further particulars and prices on application to 
Mr. A. C. Fraser, Engineer to the Gas Company, 
COLCHESTER. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 


GAS ENGINEEBS, 





THE 











/ 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 


EDINBURGH, ayn 


2 KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 





Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 





MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing mo Lime, and only +45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
. ‘ . jonger then aay athien 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METEBRS, 
GOVEENOBRS, &c..&c. 
Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 


any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 











JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, xp 
103, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 


Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 


Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament, 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 


PATENT ECONOMIZERS, 
ADAMAS-POINTED, 





‘an 





Union Economizer, Bat’s-wing Economizer, 
1-10th real size of Flame. 1-10th real size of Flame. 
Ensure a large, well-shaped, steady flame. The aperture never wears out, thus attaining uniformity of 
consumption, great brilliancy of light, freedom from roaring, flickering, or waste of Gas, and no smell 
of sulphur. One gives more light than a triple-branch ordinary burner. 

At the Expense of not quite One Penny for full five hours, a most cheer- 
ful light is obtained, surpassing the illuminating power of Twelve best 
Sperm Wax Lights. 

The-combustion is perfect; there is no escape of carbonic acid, carbon (or Soot), to discolour the 
ceiling, or injure the furniture. 

All sizes kept in stock, suitable*for cannel, mixed, and common gas, plug or taper screwed, to take 
the place of any old burner. 





TESTIMONIAL, 

: : _ , 4as-Works, Portsea, January 2, 1867. 
Dear'8irs,—I cordially respond to your invitation to give my opinion of your ** EcoNoMIZER.” e have now 
not less than 8000 in use, all of No. 8 size, bat’s-wing and fish-tails; and in no single instance have they failed to 
give.a brilliant light, well-formed, and unaltered from day to day, with a mini ption of gas. Every 

engineer, who has had to struggle with the complaints of his customers, knowing them to arise solely from 
imperfect combustion of the gas for light-giving purposes, should introduce these burners, and he will find what 
I have found, universal satisfaction, in place of a great deal of discontent. On the other hand, the consumer will 
find it to his advantage to consume his gas through this burner, as he will really get the value of what he is 
paying for. I can affirm with perfect confidence that this Company’s consumers who now use this burner would 
not part with it if it cost six times as much.—I am, dear sirs, yours very truly, 


J. DouGtas, Superintendent and Secreta 
Messrs. Lambert Brothers, Walsall. Portsea Island Gaslight Company. ¥ 











|LAMBERT BROTHERS, Tube Mills, Gas-Fitting Manufactory, 


WALSALL. 
Agents supplied with Show-Cards and Tables of Consumption, 





HAMILTON’S PATENT GAS COAL. 


YIELDING 15,000 FEET OF 18 CANDLES: 


The Public are hereby CAUTIONED against EX- 
PORTING this Patent Gas Coal, as the undersigned 
holds patents, and is the only party authorized by the 
Continental Governments to manufacture and give 
licences for the said Coal. 

H. DULLUENs, 
Biebrich-on-Rhine. 








TAR. 
’ Directors of the Llandudno 
Water and Gas Com , Limited, are desirous 
of receiving TENDERS for TAR which shall be 
uced during the 12 months commencing March 1, 
867, at their works. 
Tenders to be addressed to Mr. Ropgrt Pauics, Gas 
Office, LLANDUDNO. 


CITY OF ELY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 
LIGHTING WITH GAS. 


once hematin Se 


Local Board of Heal 
City of Ely will be prepared at their MEETING, 
which will be held at the Grand Jury Room, in the 
Shire Hall, in Ely, on WEDNESDAY, the 20th day of 
March next, at Twelve o’clock at noon, or at some ad- 








journment thereof, or at some subsequent meeting or |/ 


adjournment thereof, to enter into a contract for a 
period of three years, from the lst day of August next, 
with any a or person, for the SUPPLY of GAS, 
for lighting the streets, roads, and other open places, 
markets, and public buildings, situate within the said 
district, or sueh and eo many of them as they may from 
time to time appoint or determine. 

And Notice is hereby further given that any com- 
pany or person willing to undertake the same are in- 
vited to make proposals or send in tenders for that 
P e at the aforesaid meeting. 

-B.—The present annual season for pins is from 
the Ist day of August to the last day of May, and so 
far further as shall include the period of the Ely 
Summer Fair, which commences on Ascension-day, or 
Holy Thursday, and the hours of lighting from sunset 
to sunrise, ee half an hour of each of those 
periods respectively. 

The Local Board request that alternative tenders 
may be sent in, one containing the gross sum per 
puplic lamp per annum, for which *#uch company or 
— will of lighting to . the ow inclusive of 

expense 0 , extinguis , cleaning, paint- 
ing, and repairs, and other —_-+ per 1000 cubic 
feet (to be ascertained by test meters), such last-men- 
‘tioned price to include also ‘the costs of lighting, ex- 
ro ing, cleaning, painting, and irs, as above. 

person or persons or company whose tender is 
‘secepted will be required to enter into a contract, with 
sureties, containing sti, as to the mode of pay- 
ment, quantity, and quality supplied, penalties for 
non-lighting, &c., &c., a copy of which can be seen on 
—e to the Clerk. 

he Local Board do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 

By order of the Board, 
W. MARSHALL, Clerk. 

Ely, Feb. 21, 1867. 


GANUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS. 
PROVIDENCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


To prevent complaints of inferior Gas, 
use the best FLINTSHIRE GAS CANNEL. 
For contract supply, apply to SrRaNGE BROTHERS 
& Co., Gas Coal Merchants, Mold, FLINTSHIRE. 











BALANCE-SHEETS AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS, 
A FIRM of Accountants, much 


engaged in the preparation of Gas Companies 
Accounts, are open to contract for the keeping, 
balancing, or auditing the books of other Companies, 
which, from their experience, they are enabled to do 
on moderate terms. 

Address, SANDELL & Mappers, Accountants, 4, 
Skinner’s Place, Size Lane, Lonpon, E.C, 





NATURAL 
FY PRATED OXIDE of IRON 
constantly on Sale. Apply to 
MARTYN DENNIS AND CO., 
LIVERPOOL, 














EONI'S Patent Adamas 
GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 



















alterable in the dimensions of Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumption of 
gas is obtained bythe manutac- 
ture, which insures 

the burners shall be pre- 


cisely similar in pattern, 
Net Gash Prive, 8s. per 











gross. 
Patentee and Sole Manufacturer, 5. Lront, 34, St. 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonvon, N. 
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156 TE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, © [March 5, 1867. 
| gasHotpER 1 C. & W. WALKER, § wagers, Jj 


- - = =), 
CK OK OO 











| a I 
1 aa ik: 
mo | | 
Hh Ji i 
ae 
oa. 
i 
th 
i, 


—_ a : Raa 

MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 

EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 

TRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, fe 

PATENT GAS-VALVES. een, 
A PRIZE MEDAL pte > 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 











These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 

They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 

Frome, January 20, 1866. 





ae ee THE LONDON & GENERAL 
seg «60 WATER PURIFYING COMPANY, LIMITED. 


PATENT CISTERN FILTER, CHARGED SOLELY WITH ANIMAL CHARCOAL. 


THE LATEST PATENTED FILTER IN GENERAL USE, 
And requiring, when once fixed, no attention whatever. 


Patronized and used by Her Majesty the Queen at Osborne, by H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, 
the élite of the Medical Profession, and at the Fusilier Guards, Middlesex, St. George’s, German 
and London Hospitals, and at the Regent’s Park and Tower Barracks, and numerous Institutions, 
Breweries, &c. PRICEs : 

Filter No. 1, yielding } gall. p. minute. £1 10 0 | Filter No.3, yielding 2 gall. p. minute. £3 0 0 
Filter No. 2, yielding 1 gall.p. minute. 2 0 0 | Filter No.4, yielding 4 gall. p. minute. 410 0 

The Filters may be seen in operation, and full particulars obtained, on application to the SECRE- 

TARY, at the Offices, 


157, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. (Four Doors from Somerset House). 
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IK REWOOD CANNEL COAL. 


his Coal is largely used in the Gas-Works at 
_ Paisley, Port Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leith, 
and many other towns careee 


hout peste: It fae 

i ; illuminating power, 27° 
10,648 cubic feet per per ton, 9 ewt. 83 Ibs. Railway 
he pits (at Coatbridge) to all parts 
shipment in Firths of Forth 


standard candles; 
communication from t 
of the country; ports of 


Clyde. 
a eniianiiin apply to Mr. JoHN MACDONALD, 
68, St. Vincent Street, GLASGOW. 











D STEAM COALS 


IAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
| were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 
eterences can be given to managers of above a 

' hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 
WitiiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at lls. 
rton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 

ist, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
N 


AND 

WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companiesand the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINES 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Fends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AN . 





&e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

GHARLES HORSLEY, Agent. 


XIDE OF IROYX, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 








THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Trade Mark. 
on) Tuz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpzp 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WareEnHouse—8l1, UPPER GROUND S8T., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 
R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 


(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works ann the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

Orrice: 14, Park Street, WESTMINSTER. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLocK IRON Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorte and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 8.2. 


Socket, France, Hot-WaTeR PIpgzs, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retorts, HYDRAULIC Main, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGS AND WrRovuGHT-InoN- WorK For GAS AND 
WATER-WORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 














PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e 


. &e. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 


NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W’. King. 
Originally J. Pideock, Esq. 
NB_ A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 1612, 1514, 2016, 1618. 














BELFAST. punctually attended to the same day. 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, | B IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
1862. CLASS X. | 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 

. Office in London, Mr, E. M. Perk 78, Lombard 

treet. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


J. KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaa@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas- Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER. 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 


Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-W orks. 
Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 











ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 


Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-Burness, ComBs, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 
INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns. 
WASHERS for Gas and Stzam Joints. 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for STEAM-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Elastic) for Stzam-ENGIN 
FLANGE TUBING, for exciudin 

Draughts and Dust through 
Winpows, Doors, and Giass 
Casgs. 








Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 


GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C. 














ture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street, 


BEST AND HOBSON, 
ROBERT BEST, 


100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 

CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 

Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock 
&ec., &e. 
Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &e. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, CoPpPpER, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES. 





D. GRANT & CO., 


GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 





STATION-METERS ANY SIZE. 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 
Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 








STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W, 





FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts ewtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78.anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 
Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
B CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
‘ 


SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. 


The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials oom. pee engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 














J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 





| MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 





Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 
OBERT MACLAREN ad CO. 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 


animproved Patent General lronfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-lron Tube Makers. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 

















Established 1840. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES, 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma: 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents pleted, or p ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. ! 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upor application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JOURNAL OF 
Gas LientTINe, &c.] 
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GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & 6C0., 


Bits Tron. 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. C. HOLMES & COQO.,, 


ga a WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pians, Spscirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Puans, Spzcirications, and Estimatzs of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Puans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 
is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 























ae 
anil 


W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 


beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by ~~ in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS onl the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &cc., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Eaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


MEAD on MOUTH PIECE 
a] 


















KING a ~ a es Reg expecially; to caf the attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from thnasiciented STOURERIDGS 
FIRE-CLAY. onalcr ff a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while berning, theme wedecing them: 
IM FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE eee ined, 


FROM ORAGRS 4 AND’ ND co 
rendering them less 


Sutesd Qvann, Steven Sanat Seliing, BeAWithel Darn; Seen, sat Ganviin, cov afl Menuhotaist ofthe enia'qusilty of Gy: 
Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


——— 
—— 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 
"NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS AND MANUFACTORY, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 












TO GAS COMPANIES & THE TRADE. oo Crysta] & J. DEFRIES & SONS 
—_——_o—— s ¥ % Beg most eee * —— — Companies and 
e Trade eir 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 9 % NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS 
GAS ENGINEERS, Are now complete with every description of Lighting 
Mediums, including istered Designs of 





AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 


CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR 


Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro- 
Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, Vestibule - Lights, 
Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 

Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance 
with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music- 
Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
SUN LIGHTS; * THE PATENT GAS-REGULATOR & PURIFIER 
VESTIBULES, s Reduced to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 
AND i in f- Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS-FITTINGS. [HL ALWMUMRMUEA DMA) Ormain Chandeliers or 1908-65 are nove eomplele 








WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 
with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 oubic feet per Hour. 
JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOB, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS, 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, §8.E. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONS ULTIN G ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 

STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 

FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 

STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 
“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Antizan. 


WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 
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JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
‘Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES. 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 
Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, samen Terra Cotta Ware, and 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, Limitep, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Drrecrtor. 7." BARLOW, C.E., Consuttina ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS 2t the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Banuow, Esq., C.E,) 











ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 
STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


Bm LAIDEAW--& BON, 


GAS BNGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
_ Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Xron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 





STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, rox GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 

HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS, 
GASHOLDERS; 

GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &e.; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas- Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. _ MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS,” PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, EIC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
’ GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle's Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns, 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 





MANUFACTURERS OF | 












































Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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